[bookmark: _GoBack]Manhattan, Kansas Tour
Saturday, May 3, 2014; 7:00 AM to 7:00 PM
Present:  12 Members and Guests
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The Village Tours bus left the Remington High School parking lot at 7:00 AM on Saturday, May 3, 2014 for the tour destination of Manhattan, Kansas.  Twelve members and guests were present for the day’s activities. 

 (
The bus drove from Brainerd to El Dorado along Highway K-196
.  Pass
ed Potwin the Flint Hills topography
 already
 bec
o
me
s
 evident.  
Turned north on Highway 177 east of El Dorado.  The views from the bus windows were so pastoral.   
We passed the Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve Welcome Center as well as the School House at Tallgrass.
  And cattle grazing.
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The tour bus arrived at the first destination, the Flint Hills Discovery Center, at approximately 10:00.  The tour group explored the learning center which includes the science and history of the Flint Hills Kansas prairie region.  

 (
Of course, we had to have a group picture
 taken
.  Then there were many interesting things inside the Center as well as around the building outside.
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Following a morning at the Flint Hills Discovery Center, hungry members were treated to lunch by FRAHS at the Texas Roadhouse at the Manhattan Town Center.  Members thoroughly enjoyed the fresh shelled peanuts and delicious chicken fried steak dinner. 
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The afternoon’s activity included a trip to the Riley County Historical Museum to view the exhibits on Riley County history.  Additionally there were three outdoor buildings for which the Museum arranged a tour guide. 

This included the Randolph Jail:
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The prefabricated Hartford Home:
 (
 
Another exhibit was a tour through the prefabricated Hartford Home,
 
one of the ten to fourteen prefabricated houses brought on the steamboat Hartford to Manhattan, Kansas Territory in the spring of 1855
.
)
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And the Isaac Goodnow House: 

This included a tour of the Isaac Goodnow House, home of one of Manhattan’s founding fathers, which is on the Museum site.  Mr. Goodnow established the Methodist Blue Mont Central College in 1860 and under the terms of the Morrill Land-Grant Colleges Act converted the college in 1863 to Kansas State Agricultural College (later Kansas State University)—the first Land-Grant college in the U.S.  He and his wife built the stone farmhouse that the group toured. 
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The day was pleasant, warm, and windy making for a memorable day.  Members enjoyed their day’s activities very much and gave Sharon Regier, tour guide and organizer, many complements at the conclusion of the trip.  Tired, but enthused members were glad to go home at the end of a long and eventfully fun day.

The group headed back to Whitewater at approximately 4:00 PM, arriving back at the high school parking lot around 7:00 PM.  A tip of gratitude was collected from members and given to the bus driver before he left the parking lot.  

Notes submitted by Cynthia Rhodes, Secretary
Photos by Melvin D. Epp, President
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LACED ON THE GROUNDS
ISTORICAL MUSEUM

_ THE RANDOLPH JAIL
WAS DONATED BY THE FAMILY OF (I8
CARL G. AND AMY M. RUTHSTROM {8

HARLES AND ER[T"HC iRISTINA JOHANSON LINDSTROM
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THE HARTFORD HOUSE

This house is one of about ten prefabricated buildings brought on i
the steamboat Hartford to Kansas in the spring of 1855.

The Hartford left Cincinnati, Ohio April 26, 1855. Its passengers
planned to settle in a town named Manhattan at the head of the
Kansas River. After a difficult trip, the steamboat ran aground on
June 1 close to the confluence of the Blue and Kansas Rivers, near
the newly established town of Boston. The Boston settlers invited
the Hartford passengers to join their town, and agreed to change
the town’s name to Manhattan.

The Hartford’s cargo was unloaded and the boat headed
downstream. It ran aground again near St. Mary’s and in October
1855 was destroyed by fire. Manhattan Methodists, who founded
their congregation aboard the Hartford, salvaged the ship’s bell,
which now hangs in the Riley County Historical Museum.

In 1971 this house, a part of a larger house located on Colorado
Street, was donated to the Riley County Historical Society by
Mr. And Mrs. John Meisner. The Rotary Club and Tau Kappa
Epsilon fraternity asslsted with the restoratxon and move to this site.|
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Goodnow House
State Historic Site

s grateful for interior renovation fundins for from:

« KANSAS DEPT. OF TRANSPORTATION

« MANHATTAN FUND- CAROLINE PEINE
CCHARITABLE FOUNDATION

« KANSAS PARTNERSHIP SITES TAX
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