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Wedding Stationery 101:  Pre-Wedding Items

Most of  you wil l  have never  thought  about  what  you need to
inc lude in a wedding invi tat ion sui te ,  so le t ’ s  do a quick run-down.
This  l i s t  i sn ’ t  exhaust ive ,  but  i t  covers  the bas i cs  i tems in an
invi tat ion which I ’ l l  be  teaching you how to make .  
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S A V E  T H E  D A T E  C A R D S

These are  s imple cards  which le t  your gues ts  know that  they ’ l l  be
rece iv ing an invi te  to  your wedding .  The focus here  i sn ’ t  to  inc lude
lots  of  detai l  about  your day ,  such as  the venue or  t imings ,  but
s imply to le t  them know your wedding date  so that  they keep i t
f ree ,  and a rough locat ion ( town or  county)  so that  they can plan
for  t ravel .

I N V I T A T I O N S

You’ l l  have two types  of  invi ta t ions ,  one for  your day gues ts  and
one for  your evening gues ts .  They wil l  inc lude detai l s  of  your date ,
venue(s)  and t imings .  Tradi t ional ly wedding webs i tes  aren ’ t
inc luded on the invi ta t ion i t se l f ,  but  you can i f  you’d l ike to .  
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R S V P  C A R D S

Otherwise  known as  a response card ,  i s  for  your gues ts  to  complete
and post  back ,  so you know who’s  coming and what  die tary
requirements  they ’ve  got .  

A C C E S S O R I E S

Accessor ies  are  a real ly easy way to change the fee l  of  your
invi tat ions .  Think wax seals ,  r ibbons ,  ve l lum wraps ,  teardrop
paperc l ips  or  gues t  name tags  - the opportuni t ies  are  endless !  Some
of my favouri te  combinat ions inc lude wax seals  with ve l lum wraps
or  s i lk r ibbon .

D E T A I L S  C A R D S

Think of  th is  l ike the FAQs of  your wedding .  I f  you were
at tending as  a gues t ,  what  would you need to know? Typical ly ,
deta i l s  cards  wi l l  cover  th ings  l ike accommodat ion ,  t ravel ,  g i f t s ,
p lus  ones ,  chi ldren and dress  codes .  
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W H A T  S H O U L D  I  S E N D  A N D  W H E N ?

Save the date  cards  should be sent  around 12 months in advance of
your wedding date .  You might  be  tempted to send them out  ear l ier
but  I  s t rongly urge you to res i s t  i f  you can!  A lot  can change over
the space  of  a  few years ,  and you don' t  want  to f ind yourse l f  in the
awkward pos i t ion of  having sent  a  save the date  to someone that
you're  no longer  c lose  enough with to want  at  your wedding .  

Invi ta t ions should be sent  out  around 4-6 months ahead of  your
big day .  I f  you're  having a des t inat ion wedding ,  you' l l  want  to
send both of  these  a few months ear l ier  to  g ive people  plenty of
t ime to make plans .  

H O W  M A N Y  S E T S  S H O U L D  I  O R D E R ?

Remember that  the number of  invi tes  you' l l  need i s  not  the same as
the number of  people  you're  invi t ing .  As a general  rule  of  thumb,
you' l l  want  one invi te  per  household ,  unless  i t ' s  a  household with
mult ip le  gues ts  who aren ' t  a  family uni t  ( l ike two fr iends l iv ing in
a house-share) .  I f  you're  sending an invi te  to  a family with adul t
chi ldren ,  you may also want  to send them separate  invi tes .  

The other  th ing to add on to your numbers  i s  overages  (extras) .
Order ing the exact  number of  invi tes  that  you need (or  very few
extra)  can work out  to be cos t ly down the l ine i f  you run out  of
invi tes .  Guests  lose  the i r  invi tes ,  we meet  new people ,  and you' l l
want  a keepsake too!  I  recommend overages  of  around 10%, or  10
extra ,  whichever  i s  greater .
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W H A T  S H O U L D  I  I N C L U D E  I N  M Y  D E T A I L S
C A R D S ?

Accommodat ion
Travel  arrangements  
Chi ldren & plus ones
Gif t s
Detai l s  of  any rehearsal  or  welcome dinners
Dress  code (par t i cular ly i f  you're  get t ing marr ied somewhere
unconvent ional  or  outdoors)

The s imple way to think of  your detai l s  cards  i s  as  a  br ie f  FAQ
for your wedding .  I f  you've ever  at tended a wedding ,  th ink about
the sor t s  of  th ings  you wanted to know as a gues t .  This  might
inc lude:

W H A T  S H O U L D  M Y  R S V P  D A T E  B E ?

The re turn deadl ine you put  on your RSVP cards  largely depends
on your suppl iers  and when they need the numbers  by .  Have a look
through your contrac t s  for  whoever  needs your numbers  the ear l ies t
(maybe your venue or  caterer) ,  and use this  date  as  your s tar t ing
point .

I f  there ' s  one thing you can guarantee ,  i t ' l l  be  that  you' l l  have a
few s t ragglers  running over  the f in ish at  the las t  minute  - or  jus t
af ter !  I f  you've got  a  real ly short  turnaround t ime to get  your
numbers  to your suppl iers  th is  can be real ly s t ress ful .  For this
reason ,  I  recommend adding 2-3 weeks onto the date  above i f  your
suppl iers  jus t  need numbers ,  or  3-4 weeks i f  your suppl iers  need a
complete  table  plan .  
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O R D E R  O F  S E R V I C E  B O O K L E T S

Tradi t ional ly used in re l ig ious ceremonies  to out l ine the order  of
serv i ce ,  and detai l s  of  any readings and hymns ,  i t ’ s  becoming more
popular  to a lso have these  for  non-re l ig ious ceremonies .  You can
inc lude detai l s  l ike the wedding par ty process ion ,  a  thank you note
to your gues ts ,  and reminder  i f  you’ re  having an unplugged
ceremony.

V O W  B O O K S

Something to keep your hands busy at  the end of  the a is le ,  vow
books are  a great  wri t ten prompt whether  you’ re  opt ing for
t radi t ional  vows or  ones  you’ve wri t ten yourse l f .  They also make a
great  keepsake as  a reminder  of  those important  promises  to each
other .

P L A C E  C A R D S  /  P E R S O N A L I S E D  M E N U S

These are  used in conjunct ion with your table  plan to guide your
guests  to  the r ight  place ,  and le t  your servers  know which plates
need to go where .  
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A 5  S I G N A G E

This usual ly inc ludes  your table  numbers/table  names ,  as  wel l  as
any smal ler  bespoke s ignage .  You might  want  a s ign for  your cake
f lavours ,  g i f t  table ,  photobooth or  gues t  book - but  the poss ib i l i t i es
are  endless .

L A R G E  S I G N A G E

Cover ing everything to whether  your gues ts  are  in the r ight  place ,
to  where they need to s i t  and beyond ,  large s ignage i s  for  those
detai led & espec ia l ly important  announcements .  As s tandard this
inc ludes  your table  plan ,  welcome s ign ,  order  of  the day ,  and
unplugged ceremony s ignage ,  but  can be made to sui t  the needs of
your wedding .
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Working Out the Dates

O U R  W E D D I N G  D A T E

O r d e r  S a v e  t h e
D a t e  c a r d s

O r d e r
i n v i t a t i o n s

R e c e i v e  R S V P
c a r d s  B y

O r d e r  o n  t h e
d a y  i t e m s

14 MONTHS OUT

8 MONTHS OUT

1 MONTH BEFORE SUPPLIERS

8 WEEKS OUT

15th of June 2024

15th of Apr 2023

15th of Nov 2023

15th of Mar 2023

20th of Apr 2023

C o u p l e s I n d i v i d u a l s O v e r a g e s T o t a l

44 31 10 85

Working Out the Numbers

+ + =

D A Y  I N V I T A T I O N S

C o u p l e s I n d i v i d u a l s O v e r a g e s T o t a l

10 12 10 32+ + =

E V E N I N G  I N V I T A T I O N S
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Everything you need, all in one place

I I t ’ s  those  sc int i l la t ing detai l s ,  dr ipped to your gues ts  that  whip up
that  exc i tement ,  r ight? I t ’ s  why you want everything to be
consis tent ,  f rom your save the dates  a l l  the way through to your
s ignage and place  se t t ings .  You want your gues ts  to  soak in al l  the
detai l s  so that  they turn to each other  at  the end of  the night  and
say ,  “This  i s  so 'you' !”  and not  “I  thought  they were going for  sage
green?”

That ’ s  why al l  of  my col lec t ions are  comprehensive ,  of fer ing
everything f rom save the dates ,  to  wedding invi tat ions ,  and on the
day s tat ionery and s ignage .  Consis tency in des ign i s  more than a
luxury;  i t ' s  the key to a seamless ,  unforget table  wedding exper ience

Moments that last

I  know that  thoughtful  l i t t l e  extras  go a long way to making your
day .  I  a l so know that  whi ls t  your wedding s tat ionery might  “ jus t”
be a detai l ,  i t ’ s  the  detai l s  that  matter  to  you .

To help i t  las t  that  b i t  longer ,  you ’ l l  rece ive  two extra envelopes
with your s ta t ionery;  one ,  wi th some keepsakes  for  your memory
box,  and the second to give to your photographer  to get  the per fec t
shot  of  those a l l- important  paper  detai l s .
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Working Together

C H O O S I N G  Y O U R  S T A T I O N E R Y

Whether  you've found your per fec t  mood and know exact ly what
you’d l ike ,  or  are  seeking guidance ,  I ’m here  to help .  Simply reach
out  us ing the form below,  and I ’ l l  ge t  back to you ( typical ly within
2 working days) .  I f  you’d l ike to discuss  your wedding s tat ionery
needs ,  I ' l l  s chedule  a personal i sed consul tat ion to ensure every
detai l  a l igns per fec t ly with your v is ion .  Otherwise ,  i f  you know
exact ly what  you’d l ike ,  I ’ l l  be  in touch with an i temised quote  so
that  you can plan exact ly what  you’d l ike to order .

C R E A T I N G  Y O U R  D E S I G N S

Once you're  se t t led on your des igns and al l  booked in ,  you' l l  ge t
access  to  your c l ient  por ta l ,  where  you' l l  f ind your contrac t s ,
invoices  & proofs  when they ' re  ready .  You' l l  have access  to  lots  of
helpful  planners  & templates ,  such as  my invi tat ion wording guide
& seat ing plan spreadsheet .  As soon as  I  have your deposi t  and
gorgeous detai l s ,  i t ' l l  be  over  to me to turn them into your
beaut i ful  wedding s tat ionery .  You' l l  have three  rounds of  revis ions
to make any changes  - and this  i s  normal ly plenty!
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P R I N T I N G  &  A S S E M B L Y

When you're  complete ly happy with your des igns ,  and your f inal
invoice  has  been paid ,  your des igns wi l l  be  sent  to  a profess ional
pr int ing house before  be ing del ivered to my s tudio for  checking
over .  Here ,  I ' l l  add in extras  you've ordered such as  wax seals ,  and
i f  you've opted for  assembly ,  I ' l l  ge t  to  work on creat ing your
dream wedding s tat ionery .

D E L I V E R Y

All orders  are  sent  v ia Royal  Mail  48hr del ivery ,  but  th is  i s  f ree  i f
your order  i s  over  £250.  I ' l l  send you t racking information so that
you' l l  know exact ly where your wedding s tat ionery i s ,  and i t ' l l  be
with you before  you know i t !

How to Order

Click the l ink below to send me an emai l  with your detai l s  & I ’ l l
ge t  back to you with a ful l  proposal  and next  s teps .

G E T  I N  T O U C H

mailto:hello@stonebarton.studio?subject=Wedding%20Stationery%20Order&body=Hi%20Lauren!%0D%0A%0D%0AI%20loved%20the%20sample%20you%20sent%20me%252C%20and%20would%20like%20to%20order%20my%20save%20the%20dates%252Finvitations%252Fon%20the%20day%20stationery%20(delete%20as%20appropriate).%0D%0A%0D%0AI%20know%20what%20I%27d%20like%252C%20so%20please%20send%20me%20the%20online%20order%20form%20OR%20I%27d%20like%20to%20talk%20through%20some%20options%252C%20could%20we%20please%20arrange%20a%20call%253F%20(delete%20as%20appropriate).%0D%0A%0D%0ASpeak%20soon%252C%0D%0A%5BYour%20name%5D

