
 For couples
planning

Elopements
& Intimate
Weddings

WHAT NO ONE EXPLAINS UNTIL IT ’S TOO LATE

reality checklist
THE  ITALIAN WEDDING

Read this before choosing: 
date · places · ceremony · people
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This
REALITY
Guide

you’re planning a wedding
with the two of you or a
small circle
you’re organising from
abroad and want to avoid
unpleasant surprises
you want your Wedding Day
to feel calm, not like a
packed schedule
you’re afraid of realising too
late that something isn’t
right

Is for you if:

you enjoy collecting endless
options without deciding
you want to control every
detail yourself
you expect Italy to work like
your home country
you believe a small wedding
automatically means easy
planning

It may not help if:
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WELCOME

It’s okay to feel unsure at the beginning.
You fall in love with images first. Reality
follows later — that’s when the stress begins.

This is the moment when saved photos start
asking real questions: timing, access,
atmosphere, and how the day should
actually feel.

You’re seeing it now — that planning isn’t
about the prettiest place, but about
understanding how Italy works. Slowly.
Beautifully. With rules no one explains.

If planning feels louder than it should, that’s
not your fault.

This guide exists so you don’t book
something that looks perfect online but feels
wrong once you arrive.

Most couples realise this when it’s already
hard to change.

You’re ahead of that moment.
And in Italy… that changes everything.

No one knows how to plan a
wedding in Italy the first time.
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HOW WEDDINGS 

WORK IN ITALY

Italy isn’t like anywhere else — you already
feel it. That’s why you’re here.
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If you’ve ever thought, “Why does planning feel
harder than it should?” — this is the answer.

The beauty you’re dreaming of isn’t about perfection.
It’s about a feeling you’ve seen in films and felt the
moment you arrived.

The atmosphere doesn’t come from a bigger budget,
but from understanding how Italy really works:
trusted local relationships, private venues you
won’t find online, experience-led decisions rather
than Chatgpt, and the legal steps no one explains.

Sometimes it’s just one sentence — “That’s not how it
works here.” Suddenly the plan looks different.

These quiet details turn a beautiful idea into a day
that truly flows. Miss them, and planning starts feel
frustrating instead of magical

http://www.wedbydovile.com/


The Booking Order
That Creates Regret
Does any of this sound familiar?

You’ve saved dozens of stunning
places, yet feel no closer to choosing.

You keep asking, “What if we get this
wrong?”

Planning has started — but the joy
feels heavier than it should.

This is what happens when photos
lead and understanding follows.

Nothing is wrong.

This is simply the moment when
dreaming turns into something real.

And it’s where choosing differently
begins.
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The 3 Decisions
That Remove Stress

These first choices aren’t about
planning. They’re about how you want
the day to feel.

Do you imagine slow wandering — or a
clear rhythm with moments held in
place?

Is this day only for the two of you, or
for a small circle that matters most?

Do you crave privacy — or the energy
of an iconic view everyone recognises?

Before you save one more
photo or fall in love with
another venue, pause here.

You don’t need perfect answers.
Only honest ones.

WWW.WEDBYDOVILE.COM
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ELOPEMENT

Intimate wedding

share the day with your
closest people
end the evening with dinner,
music, and dancing
have your most important
people witness the moment,
so no one feels left out

Choose an intimate wedding
if you want:

just the two of you, free
from expectations
a day that moves slowly,
with space to wander
complete privacy
a planning process that
stays beautifully simple

An elopement may be right
for you if you want:

or
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This isn’t a guest count decision. It’s an experience decision.

They’re both beautiful — they simply ask for
different kinds of energy. The right choice is the one
that lets you enjoy the day, not manage it.

If you imagine mostly the two of, you’re likely leaning
toward an elopement.

If you picture your parents, siblings, or best friends
beside you, you’re likely leaning toward an intimate
wedding.



A Symbolic Ceremony can take place almost anywhere
— from a terrace to a hidden villa — without legal
paperwork, but still with location permissions and fees.

A Civil ceremony follows town hall rules and happens
only in approved venues - gardens, palaces, or historic
spaces.

A Church wedding is possible for international couples,
but it requires advance documents and approvals —
and not every church is available to visitors..

This is often the moment couples think,
“Why does this suddenly feel harder than we expected?”
It isn’t complicated — it’s simply the Italian way.
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THE CEREMONY MYTH 

THAT CONFUSES COUPLES

Most couples think the ceremony is easy — in
Italy, each type simply follows different rules.



With an intimate wedding, every detail is felt. 

Some places look unreal online, but feel tight
or rushed in real life. A place can be beautiful
and still not be your place — and that doesn’t
mean you chose wrong.

You’re not here to impress anyone.
You’re here to feel everything.

Choosing a Venue That Feels Like You
You don’t need Italy’s most famous view.
You need a place that feels right for you.
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It usually begins with falling in
love with how a place looks —
then quietly wondering how
the day will actually work.

Permits aren’t just paperwork
— they shape your moment:
where and how long you stay,
and whether it feels calm or
rushed.

Then come the human
moments.

A road closes without
notice.
A place is “available”, but
not really.
A yes becomes a soft
maybe.
Timing shifts depending on
who you speak to and when.

THE QUESTIONS GOOGLE

CAN’T ANSWER 
In Italy, beauty is

everywhere. Ease is not.

None of this appears
in photos. Yet it’s what
decides whether your
wedding feels calm… 
or like something you
have to manage.
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Choosing vendors from abroad
is one of the hardest parts.

You say yes based on photos,
websites, messages and a
feeling, without knowing how
someone shows up when
plans shift.

In Italy, it’s not about the
prettiest portfolio.

It’s about who stays calm
when timing changes, access
is limited, or locations get
complicated.

Who Belongs in This — And Who Doesn’t

Choosing too early — or
without local — is where

regret begins.
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The right people handle these
moments quietly. They:

• explain how things work —
not just how they look,
• talk about timing, rules, and
reality,
• stay steady when questions
get specific,
• never rush your decisions.



This is the right time if:

you feel more confused than excited
you’ve saved many ideas but feel stuck
you want the day to feel calm, not managed
you don’t want to learn the hard way

You don’t need a plan yet. You only need to feel
that doing this alone no longer makes sense.

This is where guessing ends — and planning
becomes something you’re gently guided through.
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YOUR FIRST CLEAR STEP

Couples reach me at different moments. Some
already know they want to elope. Others are still

unsure — they simply know what they don’t want.

WWW.WEDBYDOVILE.COM
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Our first conversation
isn’t about booking
anything.
It’s about your story and how you
want the day to feel in Italy.

Come as you are — curious, unsure,
maybe a little overwhelmed.

Leave with a clearer sense of
what’s possible.

If this guide made Wedding
planning feel calmer, the next 
step is simply a conversation.

Most couples tell me they wish
they had started sooner.

When you’re ready, I’m here.

FOLLOW IG @WEDBYDOVILE

WRITE INFO@WEDBYDOVILE.COM

VISIT WWW.WEDBYDOVILE.COM

IF THIS ALREADY FEELS DIFFERENT
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Dovile

http://www.instagram.com/wedbydovile
http://www.wedbydovile.com/contact
http://www.wedbydovile.com/

