
Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.

AR Reading Level: 4.5                       Lexile Level: 700L 

I want to read this book:   YES / NO

Here is a little background information about our First Chapter Friday
title and its creator. Feel free to add your own notes and thoughts in

the bottom box. 
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Name Date

It's 1947, and India, newly independent of
British rule, has been separated into two
countries: Pakistan and India. The divide has
created much tension between Hindus and
Muslims, and hundreds of thousands are killed
crossing borders. Half-Muslim, half-Hindu
twelve-year-old Nisha doesn't know where
she belongs, or what her country is
anymore.

When Papa decides it's too dangerous to
stay in what is now Pakistan, Nisha and her
family become refugees and embark first by
train but later on foot to reach her new
home. The journey is long, difficult, and
dangerous, and after losing her mother as a
baby, Nisha can't imagine losing her
homeland, too. But even if her country has
been ripped apart, Nisha still believes in the
possibility of putting herself back together.
Told through Nisha's letters to her mother,
The Night Diary is a story of one girl's
search for home, for her own identity...and
for a hopeful future. 

This book won a Newbery Honor Award in
2019. 

Who Wrote It?What's It About?

When I was a kid, I liked video games a lot
and since I grew up in the '80s before the
internet, xbox, and wii, going to the
arcade and playing Pacman was just about
the most exciting thing in the world. When I
wasn't begging my parents to take me to
an arcade, I was reading, making up
stories, doing gymnastics, baking cookies,
drawing, and making my little sister play
the games I wanted to play.  I was raised in
a small town in Connecticut. Growing up
wasn't always easy. My mother is Jewish-
American, my father is from a Hindu family
in India, and I didn't know any kids like me
where I lived. But coming from two cultures 

WHAT I THINK

The Night Diary 

By Veera Hiranandani

and not always
fitting in has
probably made me
a stronger
person. Now I live
in a little town on
the Hudson River
with my husband,
daughter, son, and
a very moody cat
who we love
anyway. 

Read Aloud Video


