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M I N I 
S E S S I O N
Session Guide & Tips

H A Y L E Y  W A L D O  P H O T O G R A P H Y

https://marieroseevents.com/marierose-services
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W E L C O M E !
I’m so excited to be photographing you! It is my hope that this guide will 
be a resource for you as you begin to prepare for your session with me. 
I want you to know exactly what to expect so your session can be as 

smooth and stress-free as possible.

Feel free to re-visit this guide as often 
as you like before your session
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T I P Sthe
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It’s super important to arrive at least 5-10 minutes before your 

session-- especially if you have kiddos! This ensures you are not 

eating up any time in your slot. You also want to make sure to 

leave plenty of time for parking and walking shortly into the park.

01. Arrive 5-10 Minutes Early

If you have children, another good reason to arrive early is to 

prep the kids! Make sure and wipe the snack faces before you 

get out of the car, tuck in shirts if necessary, and brush out hair. 

02. Prep the Kids

I know how nervous or intimidating it can be to get in front of 

the camera. And if you have kids, it can be a whole other kind 

of stress getting everything ready! So my best advice is to take a 

deep breath before your session. And leave the rest to me! 

04. Take a Deep Breath

Make sure to coordinate your outfits and try not to make them 

too matchy. Neutral colors go well together as well as jewel 

tones for the fall! Follow my tips below! 

03. Plan Your Outfits 



5

Outfit Guidance
It’s always a little intimidating to have your picture taken, and I realize that 

preparing for your mini session can be a little overwhelming! Here are some tips for 
outfits and accessories that will make the preparation a little more managable.
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Don’t wear the same color shirt or have everyone in your group wear 
a similar ensemble. Instead, try to pick outfits and accessories that 
coordinate and compliment. Neutrals are typically a great starting 
point and I would suugest wearing mostly neutrals and soft tones.

01. Try Not to Match Too Much

Most patterns are actually okay, however, graphics are not favorable for 

portraits. If you’re wearing a pattern, make sure it’s not overwhelming 

and distracting or too bright and avoid tiny stripes.

02. Beware Graphics and Certain Patterns

This is for the guys especially - you don’t want keys or phones showing 

through your pockets.

03. Empty Your Pockets

For couple and family outfit inspiration, take a look at my Pinterest 

boards and mood boards (in the pages ahead). It can really help get 

you some ideas for color palettes and pieces to wear. If you need more 

specific help, email me and I can guide you in the right direction!

04. Look at My Pinterest Board & Mood Boards!
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CLOTHING GUIDE
Family Mood Board
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CLOTHING GUIDE
Family Mood Board
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CLOTHING GUIDE
Family Mood Board - larger group
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C L I C K  H E R E  F O R  M O R E
FA M I LY  O U T F I T  I N S P I R AT I O N !

https://www.pinterest.com/hayleywaldo/family-photos-inspiration/
https://www.pinterest.com/hayleywaldo/family-photos-inspiration/
https://www.pinterest.com/hayleywaldo/family-photos-inspiration/


11

I always start with a full family photo to warm everybody up 

and to keep everyone together at the beginning. We’ll do a few 

smiling and looking at the camera and a few more candid ones 

in a group setting!

First, I start with a full family photo

It’s important to get some photos of yourself as well! I have 

been taking couples’ photos for so many years now, it’s second 

nature. These are quick, easy, and fun! 

Lastly, I will take some photos of the adults

so if you have a different family dynamic, I will work in a similar 

order within the dynamics of your family or group setting. 

I know not a families look the same...

If you have more than one child, this is the time when I take 

a few photos of them together! Again, we’ll do a few more 

traditional/posed photos and some candids. If they’re really 

little, it might be mostly candids...but those are my favorites!

Next, I take photos of the siblings together...

Next, I’ll quickly take a few individual photos of each child. This 

typically doesn’t take very long at all and I always make sure 

and get some close ups of the kids in those group settings too, 

so there’s plenty to choose from. 

Then, I take individuals of the kids...

D U R I N G  Y O U R 
S E S S I O N : Families
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CLOTHING GUIDE
Couples Mood Boards
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CLOTHING GUIDE
Couples Mood Boards

EL
EG

A
N

T
R

EL
A

X
ED

EA
R

TH
Y

/B
O

H
O



14

C L I C K  H E R E  F O R  M O R E
C O U P L E  O U T F I T  I N S P I R AT I O N !

https://www.pinterest.com/hayleywaldo/engagement-outfits-inspiration/fallwinter/
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I typically start with some classic portraits, looking at me and 

smiling and then warm up into some walking shots. I will guide 

you the entire way through the session to get you a variety of 

photos that are fun and authentically you! I also take photos of 

you individually if you would like.

I treat these sessions like a mini 
engagement or anniversary session...

D U R I N G  Y O U R 
S E S S I O N : Couples



16

T H E  F U L L 
P R O C E S S

you can expect to get a confirmation from me, making sure 

we are on the same page about start time, end time, and 

location.

1 day before your shoot...

you will recieve an email from me, reminding you to pay the 

remaining amount online. Don’t forget this step!

1 week before your shoot...

you can expect me to give you tons of encouragement and 

direction. I will guide you through each pose and encourage 

improvising whenever you feel comfortable.

Once the shoot begins...

Don’t forget to arrive 5-10 minutes early to the shoot. My 

assistant will guide you to our spot from the parking lot and 

we will get started! 

The day of your shoot...
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1-2 weeks after your mini session, I’ll 

show you 20-25 photos to choose 

your 10 photos from. You’ll have the 

option to upgrade and purchase your 

full gallery for $200 . Most clients 

choose to order holiday cards, prints, 

albums, or additional digital files so 

come prepared. This is a very casual 

and no-pressure meeting!

At your viewing session...

all of your products will be ready for you! These items 

will be shipped directly to you, so there’s no fuss. Let 

me know what you think of your final products! 

Within 1 month of your viewing session...

you will recieve an email to schedule 

your viewing session with me. All 

decision makers must be present at 

this session, so make sure the time 

you pick works for everyone.

Soon after your session...
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hayleywaldo.com  |  @hayleywaldophoto  |  hello@hayleywaldo.com

A N Y 
Q U E S T I O N S ?
Feel free to ask me any questions that might arise 
after looking this over! I can’t wait for our mini 
session together!


