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W E L C O M E

When you work wi th Tara Draper Photography 
on your wedding day,  you ’ re s ign ing up for not 
on ly beaut i fu l  photos ,  but for  a great f r iend and 
someone that wi l l  be there for  you on one of  the 
most  important days of  your l i fe .  I  go beyond my job 
descr ipt ion at  weddings.  I  am happy to be your ve i l 
f i xer ,  dress  f luffer ,  bouquet ho lder ,  shoulder to cry 
on ,  and dress bust ler .  You are my top pr ior i ty and I 
wi l l  go out of  my way to make sure you rea l ly do have 
the best  day ever.

The imperfect ,  beaut i fu l ,  un ique s tory that makes 
you two,  YOU. The l i t t le  moments and the b ig ones. 
The ant ic ipat ion of  wai t ing to see the love of  your 
l i fe  for  the f i rs t  t ime,  the huge laughs when your dad 
ment ions having k ids on your wedding day,  walk ing 
down the a i s le  wi th your f i s t  in the a i r ,  and the crazy 
exc i tement for  l i fe  as you dance the n ight away into 
th i s  new th ing ca l led marr iage.

Let me be there to he lp keep you focused on what 
t ru ly matters .  I ’ l l  be there to capture a l l  o f  those l i t t le 
moments ,  and create he i r looms that you,  your spouse , 
and your fami ly wi l l  cher i sh for  a l i fe t ime. 

H E L L O
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A B O U T  M E

Weddings are t ru ly my favor i te.  I  have 
photographed over 300 and I  s t i l l  get  the 
butter f l ies  before each one.  I  rea l ly love connect ing 
with my c l ients  on a personal  leve l  and I ’m a l l 
about having a good t ime!  Gett ing to know you 
and making your photography exper ience fun , 
en joyable ,  and s t ress  f ree i s  my number one 
pr ior i ty !

Over the years ,  I  have found that the th ing 
that sets  me apart  f rom most photographers i s 
creat ing beaut i fu l  imagery that looks natura l 
and has emot ion and art i s t ry by making people 
fee l  comfortab le in f ront  of  the camera.  I t ’ s  not 
easy be ing in f ront of  the camera for most ,  but 
i t ’ s  my job to put you at ease and g ive you 
d i rect ion and I  wi l l  a lways take the extra s tep 
to he lp you look and fee l  your best .  We wi l l 
joke around and I  have tons of  d i fferent t r i cks 
and t ips that I  wi l l  g ive you throughout the day 
to ensure you ’ l l  never look s t i f f  or  awkward .  I 
love captur ing t imeless  and art i s t i c  images that 
incorporate emot ion and beaut i fu l  l ight .  Be ing a 

wedding photographer i s  my dream come true !

I  l ive in Wiscons in De l l s  wi th my husband,  Just in 
and our beaut i fu l  daughter Reagan .  We are in the 
process of  bu i ld ing a s tud io on our forever property 
and can ’ t  wai t  for  i t  to be f in i shed!  We a lso own 
and operate a res taurant in Downtown Wiscons in 
De l l s ,  the High Rock Cafe.  Just in i s  an amazing 
chef and we are both b lessed with fuf i l l ing careers .

Hmmm…what e l se? I  love cake ,  coffee ,  wine ,  part ies , 
boats ,  summer ,  the Wiscons in R iver ,  spending t ime 
outdoors ,  l ive mus ic ,  t rave l ing ,  and lov ing on our 
ye l low lab,  Ruby .  She ’ s  s t i l l  in  her puppy s tages 
and i s  keep ing us on our toes.   I  am a huge an imal 
lover and as crazy as labs can be ,  I  love them! 
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D E T A I L S

I  l i ke to meet wi th a l l  o f  my couples to set  up a t imel ine to max imize 
any and a l l  opportun i t ies  to get  beaut i fu l  images at  your wedding 
venue and surrounding areas.  I  a l so have a l l  of  my couples f i l l  out 
a preference form to g ive me an idea of  what the day wi l l  look l ike 
inc lud ing :  a shot l i s t  of  names of  fami ly members ,  names of  those 
in the wedding party ,  i f  the parents  are together or d ivorced,  and 
genera l  wedding informat ion such as the venue,  i t inerary ,  themes , 
etc .

I  th ink t iming i s  everyth ing and I ’ve found i t  works best  to have a l l 
the deta i l s  ava i lab le and ready to photograph r ight when I  get  to 
the venue so that the res t  of  the t ime I  can focus on the couple.  
Deta i l s  such as :  a copy of  the inv i tat ion ,  jewelry ,  bouquet ,  dress , 
shoes ,  ve i l ,  bow t ies ,  p inn ing on boutonn ière ,  e tc .  make for n ice 
s imple images that he lp you remember those important deta i l s  and 
look beaut i fu l  in an a lbum.

I  a l so a lways t ry to scout out the locat ion the day before to f ind 
the perfect  backdrops for  a l l  o f  your p ic tures.  I  want to make sure 
that I  have a game p lan to make sure I  know where I ’m set t ing 
everybody up . 

T I P S
Get your r ing c leaned the week 
of  the wedding,  i t  makes a 
huge d i fference.

Having a wooden hanger adds 
a beaut i fu l  touch for wedding 
dress shots . 

Ask your f lor i s t  for  loose f lo -
ra l ,  any that was not used in 
your bouquets .  I  love the tex-
ture ,  and i t  can on ly improve 
deta i l  shots .  I  espec ia l ly  l ike 
to use f lora l  for  inv i tat ion and 
program photos.

I f  you have transportat ion , 
make sure there ’ s  a coo ler  and 
ice in i t  before the ceremony 
s tar ts .  Also -  make sure there ’ s 
a i r  condi t ion ing.

No matter  what ,  t ry to remem-
ber th i s  i s  the best  day of  your 
l i fe .  As the say ing goes ,  a hap-
py br ide i s  a beaut i fu l  br ide 
and I  be l ieve that wi th a l l  o f  my 
heart .  Every wedding has some-
th ing that does not go accord-
ing to p lan but i f   you on ly focus 
on that your worry or s t ress  wi l l 
show up on your face in your 
p ic tures.  Focus ing on the pos i -
t ive and knowing that everyone 
around you i s  there to support 
and he lp you because they love 
you .  Not to ment ion ,  you ’ re 
marry ing the love of  your l i fe ! 
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G E T T I N G  R E A D Y

When the br ide and br idesmaids are get t ing 
ready l ight ing i s  everyth ing ,  i f  you can,  f ind 
a room with a lo t  of  window l ight .  I f  a window 
isn ’ t  ava i lab le having a space wi th a b ig whi te 
wal l  he lps a lo t ,  or  jus t  in genera l  more of  an 
open concept creates a bet ter  compos i t ion .

Br ides -  whatever you do ,  don ’ t  be the las t 
one to get  ready .  Of a l l  the people that need 
to get  the i r  ha i r  and make up done ,  i t ’ s  you .  
Truthfu l ly ,  you ’ l l  want to be in the middle.  Th is 
way you can have p lenty of  t ime before you 
have to put your dress on ,  but not  so much 
t ime that your ha i r  s tar ts  to fa l l .

Th ings wi l l  run beh ind and most  br ides don ’ t 
l i ke to have images taken before make-up,  so 
what we can do i s  s tage some photos to look 
l ike you ’ re putt ing i t  on even i f  i t ’ s  a l ready 
done. 

Profess iona l  ha i r  and make-up does make a 
huge d i fference ,  I  know i t ’ s  a l i t t le  scary ,  but 
many people do a t r ia l  run which wi l l  make 
you fee l  more comfortab le.

Grooms -  before the wedding,  have someone 
learn how to p in your boutonn ière on or 
des ignate a person to he lp you and your guys 
out . 
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F I R S T  L O O K

There ’ s  of ten a LOT of nerves go ing into your ceremony. 
I  be l ieve much of  that i s  the ant ic ipat ion of  see ing your 
soon-to-be spouse for  the f i rs t  t ime!  But ,  i f  you have a 
chance to see them for the f i rs t  t ime in a quiet ,  in t imate 
set t ing before the ceremony,  chances are you ’ l l  be MUCH 
more re laxed when ceremony t ime comes !

Th is  moment a l so he lps create a more seamless f low of the 
day .  I t ’ l l  he lp ca lm your nerves and i f  we do a few br ide 
and groom and wedding party photos i t  should g ive you 
two t ime to t ru ly re lax and ce lebrate af ter  the ceremony.

I  HIGHLY recommend keeping f i rs t  looks complete ly 
pr ivate -  you,  your f iancé ,  myse l f  and my second shooter. 
That means parents  aren ’ t  tagging a long and the 
br idesmaids aren ’ t  h id ing beh ind a bush somewhere tak ing 
photos on the i r  phones.  The moment you see your future 
spouse for  the f i rs t  t ime can be such a beaut i fu l  moment 
and I  recommend keeping i t  as pr ivate as poss ib le !

A f i rs t  look g ives you and your love a chance to see each 
other in a pr ivate ,  in t imate set t ing before the ceremony.

I f  you fee l  s t rongly that 
you do not want to do 
a f i rs t  look ,  I  wi l l  never 

persuade you to do 
otherwise ,  but having 
a f i rs t  look wi th your 

mom or dad  wi l l  have 
the same de-s t ress ing 
effect .   These images 

wi l l  be spec ia l  for  you 
because these moments 
are typ ica l ly emot iona l 

and heart  fe l t . 
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W E A T H E R

Fingers crossed for good weather ,  but 
unfor tunate ly somet imes ra in happens. 
Whether the photos are taken ins ide wi th 
beaut i fu l  window l ight  or  we use umbre l las ,  my 
goal  i s  not  to get  anyone sopping wet .  A lot  of 
t imes you can ’ t  even te l l  i t ’ s  ra in ing ,  and co lor 
in genera l  i s  much more v ibrant .

I  make sure I  a lways br ing a couple of  umbre l las 
for  br ide and groom portra i ts . . 

I  do my best  wi th the space and the l ight ing 
we are g iven to create memorable photographs 
for  my couples.

I f  i t ’ s  a winter wedding,  snow is  a beaut i fu l 
backdrop,  but i t ’ s  co ld .  I  a lways suggest  that 
the br ides and br idesmaids have a pa i r  of 
boots  or  some k ind of  warm c lose toed shoes to 
keep your toots ies  warm.
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Fami ly Portra i ts  are a huge and somet imes chaot ic  part  of  your 
b ig day .  I  wi l l  a lways suggest  le t t ing your fami ly members know 
in advance that you want to gather everyone immediate ly af ter 
the ceremony for portra i ts  to avo id the scramble of  f ind ing 
everyone ,  espec ia l ly  s ince they wi l l  a l ready be in the area.  I t 
a lways he lps to ask someone in your fami ly to be your runner , 
someone who knows everyone and can eff i c ient ly f ind who wi l l 
be photographed next .  I  don ’ t  show a lo t  of  these on my b log , 
but I  do take t imeless ,  wel l  l i t  group photos that your fami ly 
wi l l  have the opportun i ty of  purchas ing af ter  the wedding and 
are inc luded in your ga l lery .

Also ,  le t ’ s  be honest ,  we a l l  cons ider our fur babies part  of  our

F A M I L Y  P O R T R A I T S

fami ly ,  and I  would love when couples incorporate them into 
the i r  wedding day!  I t ’ s  great to br ing a t reat or  a spec ia l 
toy to he lp get  the i r  at tent ion .  I t ’ s  n ice to have a f r iend 
or a fami ly member to have doggie duty so you can keep 
ce lebrat ing.
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Helping you remember not 
only what it looked like, but 

what it felt like. 
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I  need roughly an hour or so (not inc lud ing fami ly portra i ts)  to craf t  the photos that drew you to my 
bus iness.  Many t imes I  take the wedding party af ter  the ceremony around to pre-p lanned locat ions 
or r ight  around the venue you chose and take wedding party photographs ,  then focus pr imar i ly on 
the br ide and groom. I f  you have a v ideographer ,  you might extend th i s  t ime frame so we can both 
get the shots  we need .  Let me know how I  can he lp you to get  the most  of  your t ime l ine !
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W H E R E  T H E R E 
I S  L O V E 

T H E R E  I S  L I F E .



Speeches -  Depending on how many toasts 
you have,  i t ’ s  good to wai t  unt i l  the las t  tab le 
i s  served to ensure that everyone has a p late 
of  food in f ront of  them, and that your catered 
food i sn ’ t  s i t t ing and dry ing out .  You a lso want 
to space out the speeches :  welcome speech  
and prayer ,  take a break ,  maid of  honor ,  and 
then best  man.  I f  you do a l l  the speeches at  the 
same t ime,  you wi l l  not i ce you and your guest ’ s 
at tent ion spans s tar t  to fade.

R E C E P T I O N

I f  i t ’ s  poss ib le ,  i t  a lways he lps to ho ld a spot at  any 
tab le in your recept ion space for  both me and my 
second shooter.  There are a couple of  reasons for 
th i s ,  but i t ’ s  a great way of  us to capture the spec ia l 
moments l ike k i sses ,  toasts ,  people laughing and 
mingl ing together ,  and of  course the head tab le and 
tab le set t ings.  Be ing in the room and soak ing i t  a l l  in 
wi l l  add to your image co l lec t ion .  P lus ,  by th i s  t ime 
i t  does make a d i fference for  us to have a b i te to eat 
and we are super gratefu l  that you feed us.  Ha!

Cake Cutt ing -  I f  you have a large cake and i t ’ s 
go ing to take the caterer t ime to cut i t ,  they usual ly 
want you to cut the cake r ight away,  before d inner. 
Check wi th your venue or caterer and see what the i r 
game p lan i s ,  I ’ l l  be r ight  bes ide you to capture i t .  I f 
you have cupcakes -  no b igg ie ,  you can cut the cake 
or shove a cupcake in each others faces at  any po int 
dur ing the n ight .

Tips -  I  know i t ’ s  an investment but cha i rs  can 
rea l ly change the look of  a room. Rea l  f lora l  on 
your center p ieces a l so make a huge d i fference in 
aesthet i cs .

I f  you ’ re worr ied you ’ l l  be pressed for t ime,  get t ing 
everyth ing set  up the day before ,  or  h i r ing a day of 
coord inator rea l ly re l ieves the s t ress  of  making sure 
everyth ing looks how you imagined .

Adding sp lashes of  co lor  and d i fferent textures can 
go a long way.  Glass bot t les  add to a tab le set t ing 
as wel l . 

Also -  up- l ight ing -  the ambient l ight  g ives warmth 
to a l l  o f  your dance photos and that can change the 
look of  any recept ion venue. 

Sunset Portra i ts  -  There ’ s  usual ly a lu l l  af ter  d inner 
before the dance s tar ts ,  which i s  a perfect  t ime to get 
a few extra portra i ts  of  the couple.  Tak ing th i s  t ime 
wi l l  a l so g ive you just  a minute to breathe and ref lec t 
together ,  and grab a few more s tunn ing portra i ts .
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E N G A G E M E N T  P H O T O S

For your engagement shoot you can incorporate 
th ings l ike your pets ,  favor i te act iv i t ies ,  fun props , 
and anyth ing that i s  un ique and spec ia l  to you two 
as a couple that you might not  have t ime for on your 
wedding day . 

One of  the reasons I  love do ing engagement sess ions 
i s  to see how couples in teract  together and for you to 
see how I  operate as wel l .  Th is  way,  come wedding 
day,  I  fee l  l i ke a f r iend and not jus t  a photographer. 
P lus you ’ l l  have beaut i fu l  images that show what 
you look l ike every day . 
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I N V E S T M E N T

W E D D I N G  P A C K A G E S  I N C L U D E
• Pre-wedding consu l t  sess ion . 
• Unl imi ted captures. 
• Unl imi ted locat ions. 
• Ful l  proof ing of  photos (co lor  and b lack &          	
  whi te) . 
• High reso lut ion d ig i ta l  images de l ivered on a   	
  USB with pr int ing re lease. 
• Onl ine ga l lery to v iew and order pr ints . 
• Sneak peek h igh l ights  posted on l ine one week   	
   af ter . 
• Complete day wedding coverage packaged by 
the fo l lowing hours : 
   4 hours = $2500 
   6 hours = $4000 
   8 hours = $4500 
   10 hours = $4800

I offer  an engagement sess ion at 
50% off  my normal pr ice for  8 and 
10 hour packages.  The E-Sess ion i s 
$250 and inc ludes an hour of  t ime 
shoot ing with in a 30 mi le rad ius ,  an 
on l ine ga l lery ,  a USB with a pr int ing 
re lease of  a l l  the images.

8 and 10 hour packages a lso inc lude 
a second shooter.

A la cart  i tems inc luding photographic 
cover and leather a lbums,  canvases , 
meta l  pr ints ,  and g i f t  pr ints  are a l so 
avai lab le to purchase.
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T H A N K  Y O U

You have the love of  your l i fe ,  your dress ,  your venue,  and I ’m so happy you now have your 
photographer and that I  am the one you chose.  Above a l l ,  I  hope th i s  wedding guide he lps , 
that my l i t t le  t id b i ts  about the day wi l l  he lp th ings run smooth ly so that you can re lax 
knowing that no matter  what ,  you wi l l  be marry ing your best  f r iend,  and I  wi l l  be by your 
s ide the whole day to make sure th ings are everyth ing you dreamed them to be.

I ’m honored to be your photographer and I  can ’ t  wai t  meet your wedding party ,  f r iends and 
fami ly ,  see your dress and a l l  the beaut i fu l  and un ique deta i l s  you wi l l  incorporate into your 
day .  Above a l l  I  can ’ t  wai t  to capture and document the best  day of  your l i fe ! 

xoxo , 
Tara 
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L O C A L  V E N D O R S
D.J .  -  Sound by des ign 
www.soundbydes ign .org 
Ce lebrat ions in Madison 
https : / /www.ce lebrat ionsenter ta inment .com/ 
Kuhl  Enterta inment .  
ht tps : / /kuh lenter ta inment .com/

Flora l  -  Thompson ’s  Ful l  B loom  (Mar ia) in 
Wiscons in De l l s   
ht tp : / /www.thompsonsfu l lb loomwi .com 
Wild Apples in Baraboo   
ht tp : / /www.wi ldapplesf lora l . com/ 
 
Cake -  Cra ig ’ s  Cakes  out of  Verona i s  great 
ht tps : / /www.cra igscakeshop .com/ 

Neato ’ s  Bakery  in Baraboo  
ht tps : / /www.neatosbakeshoppe.com/ 

Hair and Make-up -  True to you Makeup 
Art i s t ry in  Wiscons in De l l s  (Al i ssa) i s  amazing 
t tymakeup@gmai l . com  
Belv i so by El l ie  and Beth from Madison for 
makeup www.be lv i sobye l l iebeth.com/ 
Another good ha i r  ga l  i s  Yvette at  P lat inum 
Bond Salon in Baraboo .  
www.plat inumbondsa lon .com 

Wedding P lanner  -   Signature events in Wis. 
De l l s .  https : / /s ignatureeventswi . com/ 
Elevate Events in Madison  
ht tp : / /www.e levate-events . com/ 
Hue by Sarah Davidson in Madison 
ht tps : / /huebysd .com/ 

Décor & Sty l ing -  Event Essent ia l s  in Windsor 
ht tps : / /www.eventessent ia l s . com/ 
A La Crate Vintage  Renta ls  in Madison ,  
ht tp : / /a lacratev intage.com/ 
I  Do Decorat ions in  Green Lake. 
ht tp : / /a lacratev intage.com/

Br ida l  a l terat ions -  Anne Mar ie Fash ion House 
facebook.com/annemar iefash ionhouse/
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