12/10/25, 4:39 PM Upper East Side residents sue city over Lenox Hill Hospital redevelopment | Crain's New York Business

NEW YORK BUSINESS

A CRAIN FAMILY BRAND

Q

December 09, 2025 02:29 PM | UPDATED A DAY AGO

Upper East Side residents sue city over Northwell’s $2B Lenox Hill Hospital expansion
AMANDA D'AMBROSIO &

Residents of the Upper East Side are suing the city over Northwell Health’s planned more than $2 billion expansion of
Lenox Hill Hospital, claiming that officials unlawfully approved a large-scale project that will disrupt the quality of life in
their neighborhood.

The Committee to Protect Our Lenox Hill Neighborhood, a nonprofit that has long opposed the redevelopment, filed a
lawsuit Tuesday challenging Northwell’s plan to build a new 370-foot tower at Lenox Hill Hospital. The plan, which has
been in the works since 2019, faced resistance from community members who said it was too large for their residential
neighborhood and would result in at least eight years of construction disruptions. Still, the City Council approved the
zoning changes in August despite the community’s complaints.
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The lawsuit, filed in Manhattan state supreme court, seeks to rescind the city’s approval and block the project.
Residents accused the city of “spot zoning,” which is when a specific parcel of land is given zoning permissions at odds
with surrounding sites, by inadequately assessing the environmental impact of the project, including traffic and air
quality concerns, and authorizing a massive project that will stick out on the otherwise residential block. City Hall and
Northwell Health were named as defendants in the lawsuit.

“Northwell’'s proposed project threatens severe and wide-ranging environmental consequences precipitated by an ill-
conceived plan that was not properly presented to the city’s decision-makers,” the petition says. The scale and bulk of
the new building, the plaintiffs allege, stand to “threaten the surrounding community without any corresponding public
benefit.”

“It is clear that Northwell’s project is based upon corporate egos, not medical needs,” the plaintiffs wrote.

Joseph Kemp, a spokesman for Northwell, said that the organization does not comment on active litigation but stands
“firmly by our proposal for the modernization and redevelopment of Lenox Hill Hospital.”

“The project underwent an exhaustive, years-long public review process that included extensive engagement with the
community, elected officials and city agencies,” Kemp said. “The approved plan represents a responsible and necessary

investment to modernize a 160-year-old hospital campus to ensure it can continue to provide quality care for New
Yorkers for generations to come.”

Nicholas Paolucci, a spokesman for the city Law Department, said the city is reviewing the case.

The lawsuit marks residents’ most recent attempt to thwart the redevelopment of Lenox Hill Hospital. Northwell has
been planning its hospital expansion since 2019, citing a need to modernize its aging infrastructure to keep up with
changes in medical technology. The hospital’s initial proposal included a 516-foot tower and a 200-unit apartment
building, but resistance to that plan led Northwell to abandon it and introduce a blueprint for a shorter, 436-foot tower
at the beginning of this year. The new tower would add 25 beds to the hospital, make all rooms private quarters and
expand the emergency room, mother-baby unit and ambulance bays, according to the organization.

The local community board recommended that the city reject the project and pushed for a smaller hospital tower.
Councilman Keith Powers, who represents the neighborhood, negotiated with the hospital to reduce the height of its
planned tower by 15% to 370 feet in hopes of reaching a compromise with opponents. But community members argued
that despite those concessions, the redevelopment would still be one of the largest buildings in the area due to the
combination of its height and bulk, turning it into an “institutional monstrosity” comparable to the Empire State Building,
Freedom Tower and One Vanderbilt, the lawsuit alleges.

The Lenox Hill Hospital expansion is at least the second controversial medical development to hit the Upper East Side
in recent years. Residents also opposed the New York Blood Center’s proposal to build a $750 million commercial
tower at its headquarters at 310 E. 67th St., which the city approved in 2022 over the objections of the local
councilmember. Construction on the project has yet to begin.

This story has been updated with a comment from the city.
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