
Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.

AR Reading Level: 4.3       Lexile Level: 700L 

I want to read this book:   YES / NO

Here is a little background information about our First Chapter
Friday title and its creator. Feel free to add your own notes and

thoughts in the bottom box. 
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Name Date

Eleven-year-old Melody has a
photographic memory. Her head is like a
video camera that is always recording.
Always. And there's no delete button.
She's the smartest kid in her whole
school-but NO ONE knows it.
Most people-her teachers and doctors
included-don't think she's capable of
learning, and up until recently her school
days consisted of listening to the same
preschool-level alphabet lessons again and
again and again. If only she could speak up,
if only she could tell people what she thinks
and knows. But she can't. She can't talk.
She can't walk. She can't write.
Being stuck inside her head is making
Melody go out of her mind-that is, until
she discovers something that will allow her
to speak for the first time ever. At last
Melody has a voice . . . but not everyone
around her is ready to hear it.

This book was on the New York Times
Bestseller list for over 2 years.

A sequel, Out of My Heart, is coming in the  
Fall of 2021!! :) 

Who Wrote It?What's It About?

I'm a creator, a visionary, a poet. I
approach the world with the eyes of an
artist, the ears of a musician, and the
soul of a writer. I see rainbows where
others see only rain, and possibilities when
others see only problems. Classical music,
art museums, and ballet are sources of
inspiration, as well as blues music and dim
cafes. I love to write; words flow easily
from my fingertips, and my heart beats
rapidly with excitement as an idea
becomes a reality on the paper in front of
me. I smile often, laugh easily, and I weep
at pain and cruelty. I'm a learner and a
seeker of knowledge, and I try to take my
readers along on my journey. I am 

WHAT I THINK

Out of My Mind

by Sharon Draper

passionate about
what I do.
I learned to
dream through
reading, learned
to create dreams
through writing,
and learned to
develop dreamers
through teaching.
I shall always be
a dreamer.

Read Aloud Video


