“Kingdom People” - Week 16 IIIII

SUNDAY, JANUARY 4, 2026 - MICHAEL BOWERS

Summary - “Kingdom Prayer for the New Year”

It is the first week of January 2026 and many of us are focused on new year’s resolutions and goals that we
are aiming towards achieve in this new year. Some of those will be resolutions worth standing behind and
some will not; however, an even greater calling upon us for 2026, and every day and year for that matter,
can be received from Matthew 6:5-15. What we will find here in these verses is perhaps one of the greatest
set of instructions from the greatest teacher who has ever lived (Jesus Christ) on something that many of
us struggle with, prayer. The reality is, if we want to be kingdom people, pursuing a relationship with King
Jesus that impacts our daily lives, then we must be people of prayer. Many of us who have grown up in the
church may know this section of scripture as “The Lord's Prayer”. Though Jesus did speak these words to
His disciples when they came to Him and asked Him to teach them how to pray (see also Luke 11:1-4), His
goal in this was not to give them a prayer to memorize and simply repeat on certain days of the week or at
the end of services or that was simply tied to tradition. Rather, His desire is that they (and we) would see a
pattern of prayer that would guide them (and us) in our everyday prayer life; a pattern of prayer that was
relational, rooted in community, and God honoring. This is important because all too often our prayers can
become repetitive, self focused, and built around God meeting our individual wants and needs alone. We
must remember that when we pray, we are communicating with the Creator of the universe; the One and
Only true God. Yes, He is God, but He is also our Father in Heaven and His kingdom is beyond that of
anything we could hope to find here on earth. We are seeking to honor Him and see His kingdom come,
not our own. Yes, we should pray for our needs as Jesus tells us to do so in Matthew 7:7-11 (“ask and it shall
be given to you”), but this is in accordance with His will for our lives; “our needs, not our greeds.” We are to
also pray for forgiveness and the heart to forgive others as this keeps us humble and broken before the
Lord. Finally, we are to pray against temptation and to be delivered in our daily battles against the sins
and evil of this world. This is the pattern that Jesus gave us. There are thousands of books in the world on
prayer and how to pray. There are all kinds of acronyms and acrostics helping us to remember ways to
pray. However, when the Creator of Life was asked how to pray, He responded with Matthew 6:9-13 as a
pattern for prayer. That should be the pattern that we too aim to follow.

Scripture - Matthew 6:5-15 (see also Luke 11:1-13)

“And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and pray in the
synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, | say to you, they have
received their reward. s But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father
who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 7“And when you pray, do not heap up
empty phrases as the Gentiles do, for they think that they will be heard for their many words. s Do not be
like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him. s Pray then like this: “Our Father in
heaven, hallowed be your name. 10 Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. u
Give us this day our daily bread, 12 and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 13 And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 14 For if you forgive others their trespasses, your
heavenly Father will also forgive you, 1s but if you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your

Father forgive your trespasses.



Key Apps, Websites, and Online Tools for Further Study

https://www.blueletterbible.org/ o https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/
https://www.biblegateway.com/ o https://www.desiringgod.org/
https://biblehub.com/ o https://www.gty.org/
https://www.youversion.com/ o https://www.gotquestions.org/
https://www.bibleref.com/ o https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/
https://bible.org/ o https://carm.org/

https://netbible.org/ o https://dwellapp.io/

Further Scripture Study

Jeremiah 29:12-13; Matthew 6:5-15; Matthew 7:7-11; Luke 11:1-13; Philippians 4:5-7; James 4:3

As you study the scripture verses provided for this week, study for right context and right questions...

Right Context:

The verse itself and key word(s) that stand out in the verse (meanings)

The verses around the verse, the section of scripture, the chapter, the book, old/new testament, and
relation to the rest of scripture

Author and Date (Who wrote the book and when?)

Audience (Who is the book written to? Main characters in the story and/or text?)

Main points and overall purpose of the book

Historical background, cultural significance, setting, people, rulers, etc.

Scripture references; let scripture interpret scripture as much as possible

Right Questions:

What does this passage say?

What does this passage mean to its original audience?

What is this passage teaching me about God?

What does this passage tell us about man?

What does this passage demand of me? (Is there a command to obey? Is there a promise to
claim? Is there a sin to avoid? How is this applicable to me?)

How does this passage change the way | relate to people? (What actions must | take in response
to this passage?)

What does this passage prompt me to pray? (For God, for others, for my community, for family,

etc.)
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+29%3A12-13&version=NIV

Key Thoughts

If we want to be kingdom people, pursuing a relationship with King Jesus that impacts our daily lives, then

we must be people of prayer.

Pray Personal Prayers - “Our Father in heaven.” The word for Father in this passage in Greek would be the

word pater, and in Aramaic, Abba. Whatever translation you choose, here is the reality. Jesus is calling his
disciples to a highly personal prayer, “Dad, Father, Abba.”

Personal prayers are connected to a personal relationship. We can only have a personal relationship with
God and pray to Him as Father if we have surrendered our lives to Him. When we acknowledge our sin and
our need for a savior, and believe that Jesus is that savior, we step into a personal relationship with God the
Father.

Some of us have had great relationships with our earthly fathers and some of us have not. “Do not judge
God by your earthly father, judge your earthly father by your Heavenly Father.” And when the temptation
comes to equate earthly dad with a heavenly father, pause and say, "My heavenly father is wonderful. My

heavenly father stepped into a rebellious, sinful people and offered a payment for my sin.”

God is a father. God is a perfect, loving, and holy father. Jesus is teaching his disciples. God is OUR father.
A personal relationship with a heavenly father will blossom into a growing, vibrant, and life-giving walk with
the Lord, and that, through His word and the Holy Spirit, will open our hearts for worship and eyes to see

his direction and leading in our lives.

Pray Worshipful Prayers: “Our Father in_heaven, hallowed be your name.” Hallowed means holy, most

beautiful, most worthy. This is a prayer characterized by worship! Holy is His name!

Holy is His name reminds us to pray, live a life of worship, and make much of the name of Jesus each day of

our lives.

AW. Tozer famously said, "What comes into our minds when we think about God is the most important thing
about us.”

« God, you are holy, and you know what | need today.

« God, you know my sinful struggles, strengthen me.

« God, you are greater than my earthly needs. Help me in this season of loss and hardship.

« Worship realigns my prayers and perspective.

Pray Kingdom Come Prayers - “Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in_heaven.” This

sentence, as kingdom people, should wake us up, shake us, realign us, and launch us. The point of prayer is
not to get God to help us with all of our agendas. Instead, we should seek to join God where he is already

working. When we pray, “Let your kingdom come, your will be done,” we are surrendering ourselves to pursue
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God's agenda on earth.



Key Thoughts

“Your kingdom come’..that means there are multiple kingdoms. Why would we need His kingdom to

come if there is only one kingdom?

One kingdom - A holy God sits on the throne.

The other kingdom - sin/satan works on this earth.

One kingdom - |igh’r, life, truth, holiness, obedience

The other kingdom - darkness, death of relationships and life, lies, sin, disobedience
One Kingdom - God alone reigns and is glorified

The other kingdom - sin, man, and many other false idols are given glory to

One kingdom, our heavenly father's kingdom - our eternal home is full of peace, reconcilation of all

nations, all people, all races, the oppressed find justice, the hungry are fed, those on the outskirts know

the love of the father, the sick are healed, death no longer has a grip, there are no shootings, no wars,

no families are shattered, no addictions, no need for a child welfare system, every’rhing sad will be

made untrue, and all agony and pain will vanish, and tears will be no more. That is the kingdom of God.

“Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.”

Jesus is teaching his disciples, and us, to pray with His Kingdom mindset:

God, we want your kingdom impact all around us, now!

God, we don't want to wait until heaven when all is made new! Give us glimpses of your kingdom
now.

God, we want to see new people in our seats that we willingly give up, because we want them to
know you as their father, as we do.

God, we want to see baptisms and hear testimonies of changed lives.

God, we want families walking through hard seasons to know that they are not alone, and we want
the cycle of sin to be broken in families.

God, we want to preach Jesus in the nations to people that we will never meet until our eternal
home in heaven.

God, we want to be known as people who love our enemies as much as we love our friends.
(Matthew 5:43-45)

God, you have called us to be salt and light on this earth. Jesus didn't tell the people in Matthew
chapter 5 to be salt and light in order to wait until they get to heaven to be salt and light. No, it is
for here and now!

“God, let us be a part of your kingdom movement in the lives of people in all of the places where we

live, work, and play.”

Prayer is bold. Prayer is not tame. Prayer is not convincing God to do something; it is aligning our lives
with God's will: “Your will be done.”
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Key Thoughts

Maybe your prayer looks something like:

o God, give me a new heart and a new spirit. Remove my addiction. Free me from my past. Your kingdom
come.

o God, reveal to me, through your word and Holy Spirit, how you want to use me, your will be done. I'm at
your disposal.

o God, change this, bring your kingdom into the mess of my lifel And the pain of my earthly family, thank
you for letting me call you father.

o God, | rest in you and your plan, your will be done.

e On earth, as it is in heaven.

o God, give me a glimpse of heaven on earth through your power, your spirit, and your word.

e God, | will worship you, | will honor you, | will accept your direction and will for my life.

Pray Practically and Daily - “Give us this day our daily bread.” Jesus instructed his disciples in vs. 10 to pray
for God's kingdom to come and earth as it is in heaven, big picture! Then Jesus talks about the practical, the

daily. Give us this day our daily bread.

God is the source of everything we need for the day ahead. (Philippians 4:5-7)
o As a student, God desires to give you what you need for the coursework ahead.
e As a parent, God desires to keep you standing on the long days.
o As a father, God desires to give you what you need to lead in your home.

Pray prayers of confession and repentance, often - “..and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.” We are in debt to God. And sometimes

we're just not aware of it because we don't see our sinfulness as a debt.

God has forgiven the debt, and not just my debt, but our debt. Debt paid, and a personal relationship with a
Holy God is given in exchange. And daily provision offered!

In this prayer, there is a confession of sin and the need for the power of the Holy Spirit to lead us every day.

Confession exposes sin. Sin loses powers when it is exposed.

For instance:
e Pride - Was my behavior offensive or arrogant in any meetings or conversations?
o Addiction - Did | fall into my old habits or choose to pursue new ones?
« Discipline - Did | use my time today in ways that pleased the LORD and honored Him and others?

o Laziness, Gluttony, Lust, Excess (finance), Lack of compassion, etc.

The areas of temptation are different for each person, but having in our minds the areas when temptation
comes our way helps us to keep our prayers authentic. These prayers of confession are also prayers of
comfort because we have a God who is faithful to forgive usl Who desires to cleanse us and lead us!
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Key Thoughts

Pray WITH Others and FOR Others. The pronouns in these verses belonging to us as believers are all plural,
not individual (We, us, and our). We are to walk the Christian life and fight the battles that we face

alongside one another. Beware of the temptation of isolation vs. community.

When we confess to the LORD personally, and His grace and compassion meet us, it best prepares our
attitudes and relationship with others. This ties back into the first two words of the prayer: OUR FATHER.
The more we approach God as sons and daughters who are both deeply loved and sincerely forgiven, the

more we can approach our brothers and sisters in Christ that same way. And forgiving the debt of others is
not holding the offense over someone’s head; it is saying, "l forgive the wrong/offense against me; now | wish
God's best for you."

e Pray Personal Prayers

o Pray Worshipful Prayers

e Pray Kingdom Come Prayers

e Pray Practically and Daily

o Pray Prayers of Confession and Repentance - often.

e Pray WITH Others and FOR Others.

Reflect & Respond

Are you a new year's resolution person and if so what have you set for this year? What are some
resolutions you have set in the past? Were you successful in them or not? If you are not a resolution

person, why not?

Is prayer something that comes easily to you, and if so, is there a way in which you have learned to pray
and/or a pattern of prayer that you were taught to follow? (example: A.CT.S, P.RAY, W.AR, etc)

What has the “Lord’s Prayer” found in Matthew 6:9-13 meant to you over the years as a Christian? s this
something you have seen as a pattern for prayer in your life, or has it simply been more of a tradition or
basic memory for you? How could praying according to this pattern change your prayer life?

When you pray, which kingdom are you typically most focused on? Do you pray more for God's will in your
life or for your own will? How does verse 9 set the tone for your heart as you enter into prayer?

Would you say that you pray more for your daily needs or for your daily “greeds? Again, how should the
first part of this prayer (vs. 9-10) help to align our hearts to pray for the right things? Why does it matter?

What does verse 12 speak to you regarding prayer and forgiveness and the forgiveness of others? Are you
living out forgiveness in your own life in the way that this prayer suggests? Why is this so hard?

As we look at all of these verses, why is it so important to understand the community involved in prayer
("our”, “us”, “we")? How is this especially important regarding verse 13?
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