
Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.

Here is a little background information about our First
Chapter Friday title and its creator. Feel free to add your

own notes and thoughts in the bottom box. 

          AR Reading Level: N/A                             Lexile Level: 810L 

I want to read this book:   YES / NO
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Name Date

A teen girl gets the perfect second try at a
first kiss in this hilarious, romp-filled young
adult romantic comedy perfect for fans of
Jenna Evans Welch and Hallmark Christmas
movies. Francie was born in a stable. Really.
Granted, it was the deluxe model with the light-
up star on the roof, one of the many Christmas
items for sale at her family’s Hollydale Holiday
Shop. Their holiday gift empire also includes the
Santa School, which was founded by Francie’s
beloved grandpa, who recently passed away.
Francie’s always loved working in the shop, but
lately Aunt Carole has been changing everything
with her ideas for too-slick, Hollywood-inspired
Santas and horrible holiday-themed employee
uniforms. Aunt Carole’s vision will ruin all the
charm and nostalgia Francie loves about her
family’s business…unless she does something
about it. But this winter is about more than
preserving the magic of Christmas. Francie is
saving up for a car and angling to kiss the cute
boy who works at the tree lot next door—
hopefully it will be good enough to wipe her
fiasco of a first kiss from her memory. 

As the weather outside gets more and more
frightful, can Francie pull off the holiday of her
dreams?

Who Wrote It?
What's It About?

I was born in Detroit, Michigan, and raised in a
suburban house that looked like all the others on
my street. Sometimes I liked that sameness. It
made me feel normal, when I worried I wasn’t.
Other times, though, I wanted to be different —
to shine, to have people see me as special. I tried
ballet dancing and singing and playing musical
instruments, but I wasn’t very good at any of
those things. But writing stories was fun! And
often people liked what I wrote. At Oakbrook
Elementary, I wrote lots of poems and stories.
One story, SUPERBOX, was about a crime-fighting
shoe box. That story won me a prize. Even
better? I got to read it out loud to my
classmates, who laughed at the funny parts and
cheered when Superbox fought off the evil potato
chip can that was his mortal enemy. Nothing made
me feel more special than hearing an audience
cheer for a character I had written. So, I kept  

WHAT I THINK

Talk Santa to Me

by Linda Urban

written. So, I kept writing.
All through elementary
school and junior high I
wrote short stories and
plays and poems. For the
rest of the story, head to
Linda’s website!
https://www.lindaurbanboo
ks.com/about 

Read Aloud Video


