
Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.

Duel

by Jessixa Bagley

        AR Reading Level: N/A                           Lexile Level: N/A

I want to read this book:   YES / NO

Here is a little background information about our First
Chapter Friday title and its creator. Feel free to add

your own notes and thoughts in the bottom box. 
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Name Date

Sixth grader Lucy loves fantasy novels and
is brand-new to middle school. GiGi is the
undisputed queen bee of eighth grade (as well
as everything else she does). They’ve only
got one thing in common: fencing. Oh, and
they’re sisters. They never got along super
well, but ever since their dad died, it seems
like they’re always at each other’s throats.
When GiGi humiliates Lucy in the cafeteria on
the first day of school, Lucy snaps and
challenges GiGi to a duel with high sisterly
stakes. If GiGi wins, Lucy promises to stay
out of GiGi’s way; if Lucy wins, GiGi will stop
teasing Lucy for good. But after their scene
in the cafeteria, both girls are on thin ice
with the principal and their mom. Lucy
stopped practicing fencing after their fencer
dad died and will have to get back to fighting
form in secret or she’ll be in big trouble. And
GiGi must behave perfectly or risk getting
kicked off the fencing team.
As the clock ticks down to the girls’ fencing
bout, the anticipation grows. Their school is
divided into GiGi and Lucy factions, complete
with t-shirts declaring kids’ allegiances. Both
sisters are determined to triumph. But will
winning the duel mean fracturing their family
even further?

Who Wrote It?What's It About?

WHAT I THINK

I grew up in the suburbs of Portland,
Oregon where I developed a love of
hamburgers, drawing, and anthro-
pomorphic food. Upon becoming an
adult, I decided to follow my childhood
dreams of being a cartoonist and
picture book maker. I attended the
University of Washington and then
Cornish College of the Arts where I
graduated in 2004 with a BFA in
painting and printmaking. I live in
Seattle, Washington in a castle in
the sky with my wonderful husband,
painfully adorable son, and a slew of 

houseplants
that all have
names. You can
learn more
about Jessixa
on her website
at:
www.jessixa.com 

Read Aloud Video

Photo Credit: Jenny Jimenez

P.S. The 'x' is pronounced like a 'c'


