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expert contributors

CUSTOMIZED MODULAR HOMES
James Johnson, Joan Bombardo-Marti
ModSquad Inc.

961 Long Ridge Road, Stamford, CT 06902
hello@themodularsquad.com
themodularsquad.com | (475) 746-1847

MOD
SQUAD

DIVORCE AND FAMILY LAW
Needle | Cuda
Attorney Melissa Needle | Attorney Alexander Cuda

info@needlecuda.com | www.needlecuda.com
(203) 557-9500

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL

Vanessa Sylvester, Green Farms Academy
35 Beachside Avenue, Westport, CT 06880
admission@gfacademy.org
www.gfacademy.org

(203) 256-7585

MEXICAN CUISINE

Dennis Lake, La Taqueria

1077 Post Road, Darien, CT 06820
info@taqueriact.com
taqueriact.com

(203) 202-9399
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ORTHODONTICS

Dr. Peter Maro and Dr. Daniel Jarrett

Blue Wave Orthodontics

777 Post Road, Suite 300, Darien, CT 06820
www.bluewaveorthodontics.com

(203) 202-7610
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LIVING

FEEDBACK/IDEAS/SUBMISSIONS
Have feedback, ideas or submissions? We are
always happy to hear from you! Deadlines for
submissions are the 10th of each month. Go to www.
bestversionmedia.com and click “Submit Content.”
You may also email your thoughts, ideas and photos
to: jdemontravel@bestversionmedia.com.

MARKETING & PARTNERSHIPS:
Jacqueline deMontravel
(917) 509-1237 | jdemontravel@bestversionmedia.com

Any content, resident submissions, guest columns, a dvertisements and advertorials are not
necessarily endorsed by or represent the views of B est Version Media (BVM) or any municipality,
homeowners associations, businesses or organization s that this publication serves. BVM is not

eliness of any content submitted, inclusive of
ntelligence (Al). All content submitted is done
© 2024 Best Version Media. All rights reserved.

responsible for the reliability, suitability or tim
materials generated or composed through arti cial i
so at the sole discretion of the submitting party.
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Cryst PERFORMING ARTS
f‘bl“i g’ Cheryl E. Kemeny, Crystal Theatre
12 June Avenue, Norwalk CT, 06850
info@crystaltheatre.org
www.crystaltheatre.org
(203) 858-2709
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830 Post Road East, Suite 301, Westport, CT 0688

REAL ESTATE SALESPERSON
Darleen Meier
DMeier@houlihanlawrence.com
DarleenMeierHome.com

(203) 981-8550 | @darleenmeierhome
780 Boston Post Rd, Darien, CT 06820

SENIOR CARE
@ Sheraton Caregivers
; 256 Post Road East, Suite 204
SHERATON '
CAREGIVERS Westport CT 06880

sheraton.care
(203) 221-0221

Care. Deliberately Different,

g

GREENS FARMS
ACADEMY

A BRIGHTER WORLD
AWAITS YOU

At GFA, we empower students of all ages to do the hard, thrilling,
essential work of shaping their own world, of building their own
future. Teaching young people to discern what they want to say
and to have the confidence to say it is a trademark of our PreK-12
education. We can't think of a greater gift.

e SRS ST B == e, e
COME LEARN MORE ABOUT THE GFA EXPERIENCE
203.256.7514 | WWW.GFACADEMY.ORG




GRAND OPENIN

From the owners of Spiga & Mol

THE

WAVENY

POLGC BAR & GRILL

Formerly South End
36 Pine Street | New Canaan, CT

(203) 920-1414

FEATURING

SMALL PLATES
SALADS
STEAKS
CHOPS
FOWL

BURGERS
SEAFOOD
GREAT WINE
CRAFT COCKTAILS
AND MORE...

holiday launch

Often times | am asked on how we choose our pro les. There’s
some basic criteria we follow, most notable is If you want to see
the pro le’s narrative on Im, even casting which actor will play
their part, we're intrigued.

Let’s explore what makes a banal plot. You have the high
school quarterback who dates the homecoming queen. After
they graduate from colleges they attended in the same state,
he works in the family business. She earns a law degree and
opens a practice in their hometown. They have 2.7 kids and live
happily ever after.

No, no, no.

some tension
and you nd yourself rooting for the hero. This pas t year we
have pro led disciplined students in the arts and a

We need drama, defeat, resilience. There has to be

thletics. We've

featured families who run businesses, pay it forwar d, and give
back to the community. This month’s pro le on Prude nce Bailey
shows the trajectory of this talented woman'’s desig n career that
did not come easily. What does every pro le have in common?

They call Darien their hometown.

There has been stories on why Darien is our chosen home,

its advantages in education, the arts, sports and its growth.

Looking at the edge of the precipice of a new year, this is an
appropriate time to re ect and manifest ahead.

Here's to celebrating our connections, re ecting on life’s
journey, and looking forward to the promise of 2025. May it be
lled with hope and possibility.

JACQUELINE DEMONTRAVEL
Publisher, Photographer
jdemontravel@bestversionmedia.com

CHRISSYWITZGERALD
¥ Graphic Designer
¢ tzgerald@bestversionmedia.com
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WRITTEN BY JACQUELINE DEMONTRAVEL | FAMILY PHOTOS PROVIDED BY PRUDENCE BAILEY

A DESIGNER LOOK WITH PRUDENCE BAILEY

If you're a fan of interiors with a gutsy blend of bold
patterns, curated furnishings and pieces in gilded nishes,
designer Prudence Bailey will be on you algorithms. She is
strikingly tall and sports a blonde pixie cut, which looks all
the more chic with her classic fashion sense. Her portfolio
is a drool-worthy experience, it's as if she was made to be
a part of her vignettes. Get to know her signature designs,
and you can name a room designed by Prudence the

way you would identify a collection created by a leading
fashion designer.

CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT

Touring her spaces and you'll nd beds swathed in fabrics
with enlarged orals, further boosted against a canopy

in a complimentary color. She’ll set modern art against
Mongolian furred seating. Gold hardware is big with
Prudence, and so is customized pieces for a personal look.
You can't help but wonder how she thought to spruce up a
spindle chandelier with custom printed caps and paint the
lighting xture in shamrock green.

And oh what fun she has with color! “It's so important in
not only in uencing our emotions but how it can shape

our perception of space in profound ways,” she says.
Prudence also works with color to make a room feel bigger
or smaller, cozy, happy, stately or relaxing. “I think color
can be very misunderstood in design because of when it's
not done well. There is de nitely an art in using color. With
the right strategy, color can manipulate how we perceive
space so it will always be critical in interior design,”
Prudence says.

LOCAL RECOGNITION

Prudence was one of the designers included in the recent
203 Showhouse for the Darien Community Association.
The project enlisted local talent to reimagine and
repurpose pieces that seamlessly came together in one
epic installation. She had the task to redesign the foyer.
The result would make Scarlett O’'Hara swoon in delight.
The marble checkerboard oor and emerald green seating
beneath the stairwell is traditional yet modernized.
Prudence added drama to the stairwell by having the
bannister painted black. Executive Director Erin Noonan
was amazed by the foyer’s transformation, considering

it a stunning entrance to this historic home by its mix of
luxurious materials, intricate details and reimagined pieces.
Says Erin, “Prudence struck the perfect balance between
honoring the grandeur of the past and creating a timeless,
elegant space.”

A LITTLE BACKGROUND

Prudence’s upbringing reverberates in her ethos. She
describes being surrounded by a family who espoused
creativity and goodwill. “I grew up with a mom who was

a noted philanthropist in California. It in uenced me to

help where | can and when | can with organizations that
support the homeless, children in need and woman looking
to start a new life,” she says.

Her grandfather is the celebrated photographer Robert
Cameron, who was considered to be the paean of

aerial cityscape photography. In an interview with Paul
Goldberger after his death at age 98, the architecture critic
for The New Yorker described Cameron as having a very

knowing eye. Prudence recaps his technique of hanging on
the rungs of his helicopter to shoot the books Above San
Francisco, New York, Los Angeles, Paris along with a total
of 36 cities in the series. “He was the most amazing man. |
miss him dearly,” she says.

Prudence's grandmother Janny was another in uence. Her
saying that pobody’s nerfect resonated. “While my family
were perfectionists in every way, it was okay to make
mistakes. Everyone does!” she says. Every year Prudence
and her daughter Olivia visit their family in California,

an essential trip to stay connected, as they are the only
members of the family on the East Coast.

STARTING ON HER OWN

She graduated from the University of The Paci ¢ with a BA
in Art with an emphasis in Graphic Design and lllustration.
After graduation, Prudence launched her own freelance
graphic design business. She worked for such retailers as
Victoria’s Secret and Banana Republic as a merchandise
manager, and then moved into software. Eventually she
worked in nancial services.

Prudence always had a sense for design. When friends
routinely asked for help in designing their own homes, she
had the idea to begin her own company. In 2015, Prudence
Home and Design was born.

COMING TO DARIEN

Prudence moved to town 15 years ago because her former
husband lived in Darien. Interestingly her father grew up
here. He had lived at 40 Noroton Avenue and then 26
Searles. The family moved to California in the 1960’s. “I
always felt | came full circle by living here,” she says.

In the past 15 years she has lived in several neighborhoods.
She adores her current community for being so close knit.
Kids play outdoors, there are neighborhood parties, and
everyone looks out for one another. Says Prudence, “The
sound of kid’s laughter outside is the best sound!”

Her home sparkles in her style with personal mementos
here and there. There are endless vintage treasures she’s
collected over the years along with photos taken by her
grandfather. “He was close friends with Louis Armstrong
since the 40’s and | have a picture of him playing in a
Parisian club before he was famous,” she says. Prudence
further adds that she can edit for her clients but not
herself. “If | love something | need to see it everyday,”
she says. The result is a functional home with lots of cozy
places to retreat to. This includes two rescue dogs, Scout
and Snuggles, and two rescue cats, Stache and Honey.

THE HOLIDAYS

Growing up and Christmas was a hallmark holiday for
Prudence. “I really try to stick to the traditions that | had
as a child in my own home,” she says. One of the customs
that has reigned is to open a gift on Christmas Eve. “It

is always Christmas pajamas for us to wear that night

and open presents in for the morning —great for holiday
pictures,” she says. On Christmas morning they start with
stockings, have a family breakfast, and then they open all
the main gifts. This consistency keeps the nostalgia alive.

Resources:
Wreath: Nielsen's Florist
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HISTORIC DARIEN

| BY KEN REISS, MUSEUM OF DARIEN HISTORIAN | IMAGE

PROVIDED BY MUSEUM OF DARIEN

DAR I ENONCE HAD AN AIRPORT

DARIEN FARM ROTISSERIE, DARIEN. CONN
HE BOSTON POST ROAD, FRANK SCHWARTE Moz

Tired of hearing leaf blowers? You should have heard the
Darien Airport! Yes, really, there was an airport in Darien. It
wasn’t around for long, and it certainly was more on paper
than on the runway, but it did exist or a while — just about
100 years ago.

America was still sorting out the e ects of the Fir st World
War, including the great leap forward in aviation t echnology.
It began in the age of the Wright Brothers and plan es made
of cloth stretched over wood. It ended on the doors tep

of an age of metal planes powered by big radial eng ines
and the certainty that we all would be ying airpla nes one
day. Thanks to Glenn Curtiss and his remarkable JN4 —the
ubiquitous “Jenny.” The Jenny had been developed as a

MOD

ight trainer for the U.S. Army during the war. It was easy to
y and inexpensive to build, and Curtiss delivered hundreds
of them to the army during the war. After the war t hey
became “War Surplus,” and up for sale to the public

At least one Jenny came to live on a crude air eld in the
sparsely developed East Side of Darien. A primitive runway
was cut along part of Highview Road, southward into what

was to become the Point o’ Woods Richmond Drive are a,

and heading towards the Post Road. Planes using the runway
merely had to get o the ground in time to clear th e roof

of the Rotisserie Restaurant on the Post Road, whic h was
owned by Baldy Jack Rose, allegedly “a notorious ga ngster.”

A cleared eld and a dirt runway were to be just the
beginning, of course. A hangar and a maintenance facility
were part of the plan, as was a hotel to accommodate
travelers, and a training facility that would help to grow the
population of local pilots and owners of airplanes.

In retrospect, Darien Airport was the kind of dream that

had little chance of surviving a Great Depression. This was
coupled with a storm of highly sophisticated aerona utical
advancers that was powered by the military and comm ercial
interest of every nation on the planet. This also r an contrary
to the land development dreams of builders and buye rs for
more neighborhoods of upscale Colonial Revival hous es for
families who really would rather own a boat than an airplane.

DARIEN Car Clinic

93 Post Road, Darien, CT

(203) 655-6430

www.dariencarclinic.com
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