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CUSTOMIZED MODULAR HOMES
James Johnson, Joan Bombardo-Marti
ModSquad Inc.

961 Long Ridge Road, Stamford, CT 06902
hello@themodularsquad.com
themodularsquad.com | (475) 746-1847

MOD
SQUAD

DIVORCE AND FAMILY LAW

Needle | Cuda

Attorney Melissa Needle | Attorney Alexander Cuda
830 Post Road East, Suite 301, Westport, CT 06880
info@needlecuda.com | www.needlecuda.com
(203) 557-9500

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL

Vanessa Sylvester, Green Farms Academy
35 Beachside Avenue, Westport, CT 06880
admission@gfacademy.org
www.gfacademy.org

(203) 256-7585

MEXICAN CUISINE

Dennis Lake, La Taqueria

1077 Post Road, Darien, CT 06820
info@taqueriact.com
taqueriact.com

(203) 202-9399
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ORTHODONTICS

Dr. Peter Maro and Dr. Daniel Jarrett

Blue Wave Orthodontics

777 Post Road, Suite 300, Darien, CT 06820
www.bluewaveorthodontics.com

(203) 202-7610

DARITEN

LIVING

FEEDBACK/IDEAS/SUBMISSIONS
Have feedback, ideas or submissions? We are
always happy to hear from you! Deadlines for
submissions are the 10th of each month. Go to www.
bestversionmedia.com and click “Submit Content.”
You may also email your thoughts, ideas and photos
to: jdemontravel@bestversionmedia.com.

MARKETING & PARTNERSHIPS:
Jacqueline deMontravel
(917) 509-1237 | jdemontravel@bestversionmedia.com

Any content, resident submissions, guest columns, advertisements and advertorials are not
necessarily endorsed by or represent the views of Best Version Media (BVM) or any municipality,
homeowners associations, businesses or organizations that this publication serves. BVM is not
responsible for the reliability, suitability or timeliness of any content submitted, inclusive of
materials generated or composed through artificial intelligence (Al). All content submitted is done
so at the sole discretion of the submitting party. © 2024 Best Version Media. All rights reserved.
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Cryst. PERFORMING ARTS
é‘ll‘l g’ Cheryl E. Kemeny, Crystal Theatre
12 June Avenue, Norwalk CT, 06850

A info@crystaltheatre.org

]j;z:&“zw www.crystaltheatre.org

(203) 858-2709

REAL ESTATE SALESPERSON
Darleen Meier
DMeier@houlihanlawrence.com
DarleenMeierHome.com

(203) 981-8550 | @darleenmeierhome
780 Boston Post Rd, Darien, CT 06820

SENIOR CARE

Sheraton Caregivers

256 Post Road East, Suite 204
Westport CT 06880
sheraton.care

(203) 221-0221
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SHERATON
CAREGIVERS

Care. Deliberately Different,

g

GREENS FARMS
ACADEMY

A BRIGHTER WORLD
AWAITS YOU

At GFA, we empower students of all ages to do the hard, thrilling,
essential work of shaping their own world, of building their own
future. Teaching young people to discern what they want to say
and to have the confidence to say it is a trademark of our PreK-12
education. We can't think of a greater gift.

COME LEARN MORE ABOUT THE GFA EXPERIENCE
203.256.7514 | WWW.GFACADEMY.ORG




GRAND OPENI
From tl'\\' ers of Spiga & Molt

THE

WAVENY

POLGC BAR & GRILL

Formerly South End
36 Pine Street | New Canaan, CT
(203) 920-1414

FEATURING

New

American
Cuisine
SMALL PLATES
SALADS
STEAKS
CHOPS

FO
BURGERS
SEAFOOD
GREAT WINE
CRAFT COCKTAILS
AND MORE...

hohday launch

Often times | am asked on how we choose our profiles. There’s
some basic criteria we follow, most notable is If you want to see
the profile’s narrative on film, even casting which actor will play
their part, we’re intrigued.

Let’s explore what makes a banal plot. You have the high
school quarterback who dates the homecoming queen. After
they graduate from colleges they attended in the same state,
he works in the family business. She earns a law degree and
opens a practice in their hometown. They have 2.7 kids and live
happily ever after.

No, no, no.

We need drama, defeat, resilience. There has to be some tension
and you find yourself rooting for the hero. This past year we
have profiled disciplined students in the arts and athletics. We've
featured families who run businesses, pay it forward, and give
back to the community. This month’s profile on Prudence Bailey
shows the trajectory of this talented woman'’s design career that
did not come easily. What does every profile have in common?
They call Darien their hometown.

There has been stories on why Darien is our chosen home,
its advantages in education, the arts, sports and its growth.
Looking at the edge of the precipice of a new year, this is an
appropriate time to reflect and manifest ahead.

Here’s to celebrating our connections, reflecting on life’s
journey, and looking forward to the promise of 2025. May it be
filled with hope and possibility.

JACQUELINE DEMONTRAVEL
Publisher, Photographer
jdemontravel@bestversionmedia.com

4 CHRISSY FITZGERALD
Graphic Designer
cfitzgerald@bestversionmedia.com
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WRITTEN BY JACQUELINE DEMONTRAVEL | FAMILY PHOTOS PROVIDED BY PRUDENCE BAILEY

A DESIGNER LOOK WITH PRUDENCE BAILEY

If you're a fan of interiors with a gutsy blend of bold
patterns, curated furnishings and pieces in gilded finishes,
designer Prudence Bailey will be on you algorithms. She is
strikingly tall and sports a blonde pixie cut, which looks all
the more chic with her classic fashion sense. Her portfolio
is a drool-worthy experience, it’s as if she was made to be
a part of her vignettes. Get to know her signature designs,
and you can name a room designed by Prudence the

way you would identify a collection created by a leading
fashion designer.

CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT

Touring her spaces and you’ll find beds swathed in fabrics
with enlarged florals, further boosted against a canopy

in a complimentary color. She’ll set modern art against
Mongolian furred seating. Gold hardware is big with
Prudence, and so is customized pieces for a personal look.
You can’t help but wonder how she thought to spruce up a
spindle chandelier with custom printed caps and paint the
lighting fixture in shamrock green.

And oh what fun she has with color! “It’s so important in
not only influencing our emotions but how it can shape
our perception of space in profound ways,” she says.
Prudence also works with color to make a room feel bigger
or smaller, cozy, happy, stately or relaxing. “I think color
can be very misunderstood in design because of when it’s
not done well. There is definitely an art in using color. With
the right strategy, color can manipulate how we perceive
space so it will always be critical in interior design,”
Prudence says.

LOCAL RECOGNITION

Prudence was one of the designers included in the recent
203 Showhouse for the Darien Community Association.
The project enlisted local talent to reimagine and
repurpose pieces that seamlessly came together in one
epic installation. She had the task to redesign the foyer.
The result would make Scarlett O’Hara swoon in delight.
The marble checkerboard floor and emerald green seating
beneath the stairwell is traditional yet modernized.
Prudence added drama to the stairwell by having the
bannister painted black. Executive Director Erin Noonan
was amazed by the foyer’s transformation, considering

it a stunning entrance to this historic home by its mix of
luxurious materials, intricate details and reimagined pieces.
Says Erin, “Prudence struck the perfect balance between
honoring the grandeur of the past and creating a timeless,
elegant space.”

A LITTLE BACKGROUND

Prudence’s upbringing reverberates in her ethos. She
describes being surrounded by a family who espoused
creativity and goodwill. “I grew up with a mom who was

a noted philanthropist in California. It influenced me to
help where | can and when | can with organizations that
support the homeless, children in need and woman looking
to start a new life,” she says.

Her grandfather is the celebrated photographer Robert
Cameron, who was considered to be the paean of

aerial cityscape photography. In an interview with Paul
Goldberger after his death at age 98, the architecture critic
for The New Yorker described Cameron as having a very

knowing eye. Prudence recaps his technique of hanging on
the rungs of his helicopter to shoot the books Above San
Francisco, New York, Los Angeles, Paris along with a total
of 36 cities in the series. “He was the most amazing man. |
miss him dearly,” she says.

Prudence's grandmother Janny was another influence. Her
saying that pobody’s nerfect resonated. “While my family
were perfectionists in every way, it was okay to make
mistakes. Everyone does!” she says. Every year Prudence
and her daughter Olivia visit their family in California,

an essential trip to stay connected, as they are the only
members of the family on the East Coast.

STARTING ON HER OWN

She graduated from the University of The Pacific with a BA
in Art with an emphasis in Graphic Design and lllustration.
After graduation, Prudence launched her own freelance
graphic design business. She worked for such retailers as
Victoria’s Secret and Banana Republic as a merchandise
manager, and then moved into software. Eventually she
worked in financial services.

Prudence always had a sense for design. When friends
routinely asked for help in designing their own homes, she
had the idea to begin her own company. In 2015, Prudence
Home and Design was born.

COMING TO DARIEN

Prudence moved to town 15 years ago because her former
husband lived in Darien. Interestingly her father grew up
here. He had lived at 40 Noroton Avenue and then 26
Searles. The family moved to California in the 1960’s. “I
always felt | came full circle by living here,” she says.

In the past 15 years she has lived in several neighborhoods.
She adores her current community for being so close knit.
Kids play outdoors, there are neighborhood parties, and
everyone looks out for one another. Says Prudence, “The
sound of kid’s laughter outside is the best sound!”

Her home sparkles in her style with personal mementos
here and there. There are endless vintage treasures she’s
collected over the years along with photos taken by her
grandfather. “He was close friends with Louis Armstrong
since the 40’s and | have a picture of him playing in a
Parisian club before he was famous,” she says. Prudence
further adds that she can edit for her clients but not
herself. “If | love something | need to see it everyday,”
she says. The result is a functional home with lots of cozy
places to retreat to. This includes two rescue dogs, Scout
and Snuggles, and two rescue cats, Stache and Honey.

THE HOLIDAYS

Growing up and Christmas was a hallmark holiday for
Prudence. “l really try to stick to the traditions that | had
as a child in my own home,” she says. One of the customs
that has reigned is to open a gift on Christmas Eve. “It

is always Christmas pajamas for us to wear that night
and open presents in for the morning —great for holiday
pictures,” she says. On Christmas morning they start with
stockings, have a family breakfast, and then they open all
the main gifts. This consistency keeps the nostalgia alive.

Resources:
Wreath: Nielsen'’s Florist
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HISTORIC DARIEN | BY KEN REISS, MUSEUM OF DARIEN HISTORIAN | IMAGE PROVIDED BY MUSEUM OF DARIEN

DARIEN ONCE HAD AN AIRPORT

DARIEN FARM ROTISSERIE, DARIEN. CONN
HE BOSTON POST ROAD, FRANK SCHWARTE Moz

Tired of hearing leaf blowers? You should have heard the
Darien Airport! Yes, really, there was an airport in Darien. It
wasn’t around for long, and it certainly was more on paper
than on the runway, but it did exist or a while — just about
100 years ago.

America was still sorting out the effects of the First World

War, including the great leap forward in aviation technology.

It began in the age of the Wright Brothers and planes made
of cloth stretched over wood. It ended on the doorstep

of an age of metal planes powered by big radial engines
and the certainty that we all would be flying airplanes one
day. Thanks to Glenn Curtiss and his remarkable JN4 —the
ubiquitous “Jenny.” The Jenny had been developed as a

CUSTOM BUILT

MODULAR HOMES
We Create Dwelling Art

Sustainable
Sophistication
Simplified

DARIEN Car Clinic

LET US DO THE DIRTY WORK

Full Service Car Wash Open 7 Days a Week

Happy Holidays from Darien Car Clinic!

93 Post Road, Darien, CT

(203) 655-6430

flight trainer for the U.S. Army during the war. It was easy to
fly and inexpensive to build, and Curtiss delivered hundreds
of them to the army during the war. After the war they
became “War Surplus,” and up for sale to the public.

At least one Jenny came to live on a crude airfield in the
sparsely developed East Side of Darien. A primitive runway
was cut along part of Highview Road, southward into what
was to become the Point 0’ Woods Richmond Drive area,
and heading towards the Post Road. Planes using the runway
merely had to get off the ground in time to clear the roof

of the Rotisserie Restaurant on the Post Road, which was
owned by Baldy Jack Rose, allegedly “a notorious gangster.”

A cleared field and a dirt runway were to be just the
beginning, of course. A hangar and a maintenance facility
were part of the plan, as was a hotel to accommodate
travelers, and a training facility that would help to grow the
population of local pilots and owners of airplanes.

In retrospect, Darien Airport was the kind of dream that

had little chance of surviving a Great Depression. This was
coupled with a storm of highly sophisticated aeronautical
advancers that was powered by the military and commercial
interest of every nation on the planet. This also ran contrary
to the land development dreams of builders and buyers for
more neighborhoods of upscale Colonial Revival houses for
families who really would rather own a boat than an airplane.

ModSquad Inc.

961 Long Ridge Road,
Stamford, CT 06902
hello@themodularsquad.com
| www.themodularsquad.com
(475) 746 -1847

TIME-SAVER
SERVICE =

www.dariencarclinic.com




DECEMBER LIKES | BY JACQUELINE DEMONTRAVEL

We’re going to assume everyone

was good this year and deserving of
something they’ll love. These gifts bring in
the fa la la of the season.

1. Matisse Blouse, $238.
saracampbell.com.

e o
L et WS S Y

2. Cheers to You Gift Bundle, $69.25.
www.nielsensflorist.net.

= i b

3. Boxercraft Flannel Pants, $32.
www.theathleticshoefactory.com.

4. Wicker Pram with Eggshell Knitted
Bedding, $149. weemondine.com.

5. Antoinette Paris Girl’s Dress, $180.
wigglesandgigglesshop.com.

6. So Eggstra Brows, $35.
benefit, EIm Street, New Canaan.

We're

W

Dependable Auto Delivery Service _ \‘({*gt
Heating Service: Installation, Tune Ups, Repair i el - R ¥
(203) 309-8299 - www.stamfordhomeoil.com

DESIGN

LIGHTING
by Marks

LIGHTING IS EVERYTHING

For over 50 Years - Interior and Exterior Lighting
Design by Mark Mosello
Landscaping, Smart & Eco-friendly Services
Certified Generator Dealer + Installation

DESIGN LIGHTING BY MARKS (203) 967-4777 | (914) 747-7777 | designlightingbymarks.com | Call for your free consultation
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WRITTEN AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY AYSE WILSON

oet corner louie wilson

Name: Louie Wilson

Age: 3 years
Breed: English Bulldog

Favorite activity: Barking for someone to open the front
door so | can lounge in my favorite patch of sun while
guarding the house.

Known for: Sleeping on people’s laps in the morning so
nobody can leave for work or school.

My family would rather we not: Stare at them with weepy
eyes while they eat a meal which they should be sharing
with me even if it’'s not good for my gut health.

My family is happy when: | sit next to them on the sofa
and tell them everything is going to be OK.

Interesting fact about my breed: We are not natural
swimmers, despite some Instagram show-offs. We need
to wear buoyant life jackets when spending time near
the water.

GROUP HIKES
(R L EOARDING
ACTIVE Bitwiw

DOG GROOMING
“ TRANSPORTATION
Joun The Puck Life SN

Founder Eric Bleile provides 650 acres
of privately owned land in NY and CT

ACTIVEDOG.ORG

FINE MEXICAN CUISINE + CATERING + ENTERTAINMENT

- Ll

!

LA & TAQUERIA " TAGUERIACTCOM I (263 2029369




DESIGN | WRITTEN AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY JACQUELINE DEMONTRAVEL

How To sTYLEA CHRIST MAS TRUCK

Forget the mantle or tree, take imaginative holiday styling
outdoors. A truck’s flatbed, or the hatch of your car, is
more than a place to haul the recyclables It’s a prime
location for showcasing seasonal flare.

The setting is ideal for photo-worthy Christmas pictures,
another location to stretch the festivities, or a retreat from
December's pandemonium. From warm blankets, pillows
and a classic wreath, we have simple suggestions that will
achieve the ultimate setting.

SEVEN STEPS FOR A STYLED HOLIDAY TRUCK
1. View the flatbed as you would any space that’s ripe with
styling possibilities.

2. Choose classic patterns and materials -- like plaid and
faux fur -- along with seasonal colors to reinforce the
yuletide effect.

3. Bring in festive pieces that can weather the outdoors.

Durable blankets and linens are both functional and chic.

4. Go natural. Fasten a wreath to the back window and
gather smaller pine trees and branches to build on
the theme.

5. Use crates or white birch logs to add levels to the vignette.

6. Pull in holiday accents like a wintery pillow, sled, or
string of lights to further accentuate the traditional decor.

7. Add functional items to be enjoyed for a convivial
gathering, such as a classic thermos, warm throws
and candles.

Top Distributor

HEATSGLO.

No one builds a better fire

Serving Westchester &

fairfield Counties

www.lairviewhearthside.com e Call for a free estimate: (845) 452-844.4

DARIEN LIVING | DECEMBER 2024 | 9



BOOK REVIEW | PROVIDED BY ELM STREET BOOKS

HOLIDAY READING LIST

Caroling, decorating and celebrating the season -- what's
on your holiday to do list? Reading is on ours! Whether
you're in search of a compelling read or a book idea to
give to your favorite bibliophile, check out this list of
recommendation provided by EIm Street Books that will
take you into the New Year.

1. Impossible Creatures by Katherine Rundell
(middle grade fiction)

Follow Christopher, a boy from our world,
and Mal, a girl from Archipelago, a mythical
creatures world, as they join forces to save
both of their worlds. Exploring themes

of greed, duty and sacrifice, while also
emphasizing courage and wisdom from facing the
unknown. An absolute favorite of the year recommended
from our children's buyer.

2. EAT NYC: The Iconic Recipes That Feed
the City by Yasmin Newman

Inspired by her experiences in the city, as both

a visitor and seasoned travel writer, EAT NYC
helps you discover NYC through meals, by taking
you into alleys and corners where everyday life
takes place. Divided into “morning,” "noon" and
“night,” there is something for everyone.

V8 T - ]
YOUR TRUSTWORTHY LOCAL ELECTRICIAN

Top level electrical services including
new construction wiring, service
upgrades, generators, lighting &

car charging station wiring

@

BLUEWAVE

DARIEN,CT

Richard Sciglimpaglia (203) 309-1200
Darien,CT = bluewaveelectricllc.com

3. Atlas Obscura Wild Life by Cara Giamo &

Atlas *

Joshua Foer
Obscura i ) ] ]
Wild Life | From bizarre beasts to incredible animal

behaviors, this book is packed with
fascinating facts and tales that’ll make you
see the natural world in a whole new way. It’s
like a travel guide for animal lovers, taking
you to far-off destinations and uncovering nature’s most
extraordinary secrets. Perfect for curious minds, adventure
seekers, or anyone who loves learning about the wild
wonders of our planet.

4. Johnny Carson by Henry Bushkin

This inside look at the legendary late-night
host is packed with stories about the highs,
lows, and behind-the-scenes drama of the
king of late-night TV. Longtime friend and
lawyer, Bushkin doesn’t hold back, sharing
tales of Carson’s charm, his struggles, and

the complicated personality that made him

a household name. Whether you’re a longtime fan of "The
Tonight Show" or just curious about Hollywood history, this
book gives you a front-row seat to the life of a true TV icon.

</
-~

</
PAPARAZII

ITALIAN RESTAURANT

LOCAL ATMOSPHERE | DELISH DISHES

1/2 price wine Sundays and Mondays
Happy Hour 3:00 p.m.- 6:00 p.m M-F « Takeout available
15% off for Darien public service workers
Private events and luncheons - special packages

Enjoy Chef Jorge Cheron’s signature pasta, salads, pizza,
sandwiches, vegan and gluten-free options

171 Boston Post Rd Darien « (203) 309-5959 « eatatpaparazzi.com
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5. Genesis: Artificial Intelligence, Hope and
AT the Human Spirit by Henry Kissiinger, Eric
B i Schmidt and Craig Mundie

In this book, the authors dive deep into the
future of Al and what it means for humanity,
while exploring how this technology is
reshaping everything from politics to ethics
and raising questions about what it means

to be human in an Al-driven world. Whether you're tech-
savvy or just curious about where the world is headed, this
thought-provoking book forces you to reflect on the future
of the human spirit in an age of machines.

GENESIS

HERY A, ssiNGER
A MU
£ SCHMDT

6. The City and Its Uncertain Walls by
Haruki Murakami

This book is classic Murakami—mysterious,
dreamlike, and full of surprises. The story
takes you into a strange city, where reality
and memory begin to blur. Mixing the
everyday with the surreal and exploring
themes like loneliness and the search for meaning.
Readers will be pulled in by the novel's mysterious vibe
and thought-provoking twists. If you’re up for getting lost
in a world where anything can happen, this one's for you.

THE EUTY AND TS
UWEERTAIN WaAlLs

7. Champagne Letters by Kate Macintosh
(release 12/10)

Pour yourself a glass of your favorite bubbly
and settle in to enjoy this delightful historical
fiction novel! The story has dual timelines, the
first tells how Barbe-Nicole Clicquot, a young
widow, established the preeminence of the
Veuve Clicquot Champagne house in the 1800s. The second

KATE MACENTOLH

Dr. Peter Maro and Dr. Daniel Jarrett are
Darien’s most experienced orthodontic team

Affordable treatment with
customized financing to fit
your budget — all insurance
paperwork is handled
by our office

Fun office! Chairs with TVs,
video arcade and great music

Board certified by the American
Board of Orthodontics. (Only
40% of orthodontists are
certified nationwide)

No waiting

Evening and before
school appointments
Call us to schedule your

24/HR emergency coverage complimentary exam today

777 Boston Post Road, #300

S Darien, CT 06820
UEWAVE (203) 202-7610
\ Xﬂ”’"’f‘j{“icf_; : bluewaveorthodontics.com

timeline follows a distraught present day Natalie who flees
to Paris after her husband abandons their 20 year marriage.
Natalie finds a book of Clicquot's letters to her great
granddaughter and is inspired and guided by Clicquot's
wisdom and life lessons. A captivating and sparkling read.

'T 8. Didion and Babitz by Lili Anolik

An intriguing look at two iconic L.A. writers, Joan
Didion and Eve Babitz, who captured the spirit of
California in very different ways. Didion’s sharp
writing contrasted with Babitz’s free-spirited vibe.
This book dives into their lives, their friendship,
and the cultural scene that shaped them. If you're
into literary history or just fascinated by old-
school California, this is a fun and insightful read.

@ Professional
Water Systems

WATER TREATMENT
SPECIALISTS
Water Softeners
Reverse Osmosis Systems
Arsenic And Uranium Removal
PFAS & PFOAS Removal
Free Basic Water Testing

CALL TODAY!
203-431-6897 or 800-432-6897

www.professionalwatersystems.com

4

Green Care &
Landscaping LLC

2
)
Lo
~

Landscaper of Darien’s
Great Island for 14 Years

_"“ Gardening + Landscape design « Pruning %
§§ Stonework + Masonry + Tree service 74
All season property care 3

(203) 551-0610 + www.greencarelandscapingct.com 3
sales@greencarelandscapingct.com
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RECIPE | BY ANDREA TUTHILL-JOHNSON | PHOTOGRAPHY BY JACQUELINE DEMONTRAVEL

Tracditional Mince (Meat) Pie

About ten years ago my husband had asked for handmade mincemeat i T g T g

pies for Christmas. It has since become a tradition in our home and %W‘M - X%%‘% |
adds to our holiday cheer. The smell of the filling simmering away, o A 9 :
wafting through the house, unlocks memories. | did not begin as a fan

of “raisin pie,” which | joked with him when he first made the request.
What I've discovered is that when done well, this is a wonderful treat.

The history of mincemeat pies is intriguing. Dating back hundreds
of years and originally including meat, it was a provision that people
could store well for months due to the combination of spices and rum.

Obviously this storage is not a modern concern for us, but mincemeat
has stood the test of time and remains a regional tradition in many
English speaking countries.

I’'ve taken a modern approach on mincemeat, as in not an original
1700s recipe, and thus it does not include suet or actual meat. While
many traditional pies still include at least suet in lieu of butter, this is
not common in the United States.

The ingredients is a long and diverse list but each addition brings
something to the party. The mixture of fresh apple and citrus, paired
with spices and dried fruit, combine for the perfect holiday treat.

INGREDIENTS

FILLING 1/4 cup unsalted butter
2 large tart apples, _
chopped/diced finely 1/2 tsp ground allspice
2/3 cup dark brown sugar 1/2 tsp ground cinnamon
1/2 cup dried apricots, 1/2 tsp ground ginger
chopped/diced finel

pped/ Y 1/4 tsp freshly
1/2 cup dried cherries ground nutmeg
1/2 cup dried currants 1/4 tsp ground cloves

1/2 cup dried figs, chopped  1/4 tsp kosher salt

1 tbs finely grated 1 cup rum, divided

orange zest )
1 cup apple cider

1/2 cup golden raisins
P9 1/2 cup fresh orange juice

1/2 cup raisins

CRUST INGREDIENTS SERVING 38 YEARS OF

(This is a simple pie crust recipe, but you can easily use a

store bought crust — no judgement!) Mmmmmm

2 1/2 cup all-purpose flour, spooned and leveled Best overstuffed sandwiches, bacon egg and

cheeses, catering & New York City hot dog cart for
your next event! Rob Williamson and the entire

1 cup cold unsalted butter, cut into 1/2-inch cubes Uncle’s Deli team treat everyone like family.

1tsp salt

6 to 8 tablespoons ice water

1041 Post Rd, Darien CT 06820 | 203-655-9701 | unclesdeli.com
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DIRECTIONS

CRUST

Use a food processor to combine the flour and salt with
a few pulses. Add the diced butter 1/4 cup at a time
and pulse to combine. Once combined and crumbling
add ice water 2-3 tablespoons at a time to combine and
form a ball. Remove from processor and separate and
from into two discs. Seal in plastic wrap and place in
fridge until needed.

FILLING

Dice the larger dried fruits and apples to be around the
size of the smallest dried fruit and currant. (You do not
want large chunks of dried fruit.) The process takes about
30 minutes for all the ingredients to be evenly chopped.

Pro tip: The mixture can get sticky. | keep my knife cold
and spray it with cooking spray.

In a large skillet, melt the butter and simmer the apples.
After they tenderize, around 5-10 minutes add the dried
fruits, salt, spices and the brown sugar along with 1/2 of
the rum. Simmer and stir as the rum evaporates. After
about 10 minutes add your orange juice and zest and
simmer another 15-20 minutes. Remove from heat add the
remaining rum and stir.

Refrigerate up to 48 hours.

GATES - STONEWORK - FENCING - CUSTOMIZED PROJECTS
WOOD, WROUGHT IRON, STONE WALLS, PILLARS, PATIOS

ASSEMBLY AND BAKING

Gather the star cutouts out of your favorite
festive shape for top crust. Powdered sugar for
topping the pies after they cool.

Heat oven to 400 degrees

For hand pies you can use standard muffin or
mini muffin tray if you don’t have a tart tray or
order mini disposable tart trays. You can also

make a regular 8” - 9” pie.

Roll out the dough and cut to whatever size tray/
plate you are using. Fill each pie crust with your
filling, using 2 tablespoons for mini muffins, 1/2
cup for standard muffins or tarts.

Cut out lattice tops or stars or a combination of
shapes for the top of the crust.

Bake until golden brown for 25-30 minutes,
check often as ovens may vary.

Cool for 20-30 minutes and sprinkle top with
powdered sugar if desired.

Enjoy!

grand ﬁltrance

FIRST IMPRESSIONS ARE EVERYTHING

Bring your custom gates and fencing ideas to life. From
design to completion, we will work together to offer
high craftsmanship and curbside appeal to your home.

(800) 486-7553
www.grandentrance.com

What will your retirement look like?
Our Investment Advisors can help
build tomorrow’s legacies today.
PLAN NOW. PLAY LATER.

Individuals & Families | Institutions

beirne.

beirnegroup.com
(203) 701-8606

JOHN-OLIVER BEIRNE, CRPC®
Partner, President Partner

LINDSEY ALLARD, MBA, AWMA®
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Attorney Melissa Needle

Needle
Cuda

DIVORCE & FAMILY LAW

Call for a Consultation

203-557-9500

forward...

8 - Southport - Fairfield

830 Post Road East, Suite 301 - Westport, CT 06880 - needlecuda.com




DECEMBER-caendar of events

DECEMBER 1
NUTCRACKER TEA
11:30 a.m.- 1:00 p.m.
dariendca.org

“THE LAST DAYS OF JUDAS ISCARIOT”
www.crystaltheatre.org

DARIEN SPORT SHOP TREE LIGHTING
www.darienctchamber.com

DECEMBER1-24
GREENWICH REINDEER FESTIVAL
www.greenwichreindeerfestival.com

DECEMBER 2

WREATH WORKSHOP WITH THE
GREENHOUSE GROUP
dariendca.org

DECEMBER 4

MIDDLESEX WINTER CHORAL CONCERT,
DHS AUDITORIUM

6:30 p.m. & 8:00 p.m.

dhs.darienps.org

SMOKEY ROBINSON
8:00 p.m.
www.thecapitoltheatre.com

DECEMBER 5

SANTA TO VISIT LMMM AT CITY HALL,
NORWALK, CT

4:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.
www.lockwoodmathewsmansion.com

HOLIDAY SUSTAINABLE SHOPPING FAIR
4:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.
hayvn.com

LOCKWOOD-MATHEWS MANSION

MUSEUM: KENNETH TURINO “THE SPIRIT

OF CHRISTMAS PAST: FOUR CENTURIES
OF CHRISTMAS IN AMERICA.”

6:00 p.m.

Community Room at City Hall in Norwalk

www.lockwoodmathewsmansion.com/events

MIDDLESEX WINTER ORCHESTRA
CONCERT, DHS AUDITORIUM

7:00 p.m.

dhs.darienps.org

DECEMBER 5 -6

MERRY MEADOWLANDS: A HOLIDAY HOME
AND MARKET (DAY AND EVENING)
dariendca.org

DECEMBER 7

AN OLD-FASHIONED HOLIDAY AT TILLY POND
3:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.

www.darienct.gov

DECEMBER 10
AUTHOR TALK: RUTH REICHL,
THE PARIS NOVEL

7:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.
www.darienlibrary.org

DECEMBER T

TOKENEKE WINTER CONCERT, TOKENEKE
COMMON ROOM

9:30 a.m.

dhs.darienps.org

DECEMBER 13

HOLMES WINTER BAND AND ORCHESTRA
CONCERT, HOLMES COMMON ROOM

9:45 a.m.

dhs.darienps.org

LITTLE ARTISTS:
METALLIC HOLIDAY TREES
4:15 p.m.- 4:45 p.m.
www.darienlibrary.org

MERRY MEADOWLANDS: A HOLIDAY HOME
AND MARKET (DAY AND EVENING)
dariendca.org

Act your heart out!

Whether for fun or to develop your professional abilities, learn
theatre skills at Crystal Theatre and join the ranks of our many alumni
including Broadway, movie and television actors appearing in Camp,
In the Heights, Rent, La Cage Aux Folles, The Notebook, Les Misérables,
West Side Story, Sweeney Todd, Spring Awakening, As The World Turns,
Orange is the New Black! We welcome all students. Visit our website

for show classes and camps!

bAS Crystal Theatre  66Bayview Avenue, Norwalk, CT 06854
AN norwalk, connecticut | est. 1987  203.858.2709 | www.crystaltheatre.org

il

DECEMBER 14

WINTER SHOWCASE: GREENWICH A
CAPPELLA AND FAIRFIELD A CAPPELLA
4:30 p.m.-6:00 p.m.

www.norwalkct.gov

NATIONAL MONKEY DAY
beardsleyzoo.org

DECEMBER 14 & 15
“SNOW WHITE”

6:30 p.m. (9th), 3:00 p.m. (10th)
www.crystaltheatre.org

DECEMBER 15
CELEBRATE AND LEARN
ABOUT CHANUKAH

2:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m.
www.newcanaanlibrary.org

DECEMBER 17
HINDLEY WINTER CONCERT,
HINDLEY COMMON ROOM
9:30 a.m.

dhs.darienps.org

DECEMBER 18

DHS HOLIDAY SPECTACULAR CONCERT,
DHS AUDITORIUM

7:00 p.m.

dhs.darienps.org

CENTERPIECE WORKSHOP WITH THE
GREENHOUSE GROUP
dariendca.org
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TLC HAIR
DESIGNS

26 Heights Rd, Darien

Haircuts | Hairstyling | Hair Coloring | Straightening Services | Perms | Highlighting | Updos | And More

(203) 656-2093

tlchairdesignsct.com

—— HOViE

AT HOULIHAN LAWRENCE

NELLO

If you are considering selling or would
like an update market
appraisal on your home, please reach
out! I'd love to help.
DARLEEN MEIER

REAL ESTATE AGENT

203-981-8550
DARLEENMEIERHOME.COM
HOULIHAN LAWRENCE
#1 BROKERAGE IN DARIEN
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DARIEN DIRECTORY

DEPARTMENT/OFFICE
Assessor

Building Official

Finance

Fire Marshal

Fist Selectman

Harbor Master

Planning & Zoning

Police Department
Selectman's Office

Darien Senior Center
Director of Human Services
Superintendent of Schools
Tax Collector

Town Clerk / Registrar of Vital Statistics
Town Hall

CONTACT NAME
Anthony Homicki, CCMA Il
Mike Vitti

Jennifer Charneski
Robert Buch

Jon Zagrodzky
John Keena
Jeremy Ginsberg
Don Anderson
Monica McNally
Elizabeth Paris

Ali Ramsteck, LCSW
Alan Addley

Kathy Larkins
Christa McNamara
2 Renshaw Rd.

PHONE
203-656-7310
203-656-7347
203-656-7334
203-656-7345
203-656-7338
203-984-7389 (C)
203-656-7351
203-662-5310
203-656-7386
203-656-7490
203-656-7328
203-656-7412
203-656-7314
203-656-7307
203-656-7300

EMAIL
ahomicki@darienct.gov
mvitti@darienct.gov
jcharneski@darienct.gov
bbuch@darienct.gov

darienharbor@darienct.gov
jginsberg@darienct.gov
danderson@darienct.gov
mmcnally@darienct.gov
eparis@darienct.gov
aramsteck@darienct.gov
aaddley@darienps.org
klarkins@darienct.gov
cmcnamara@darienct.gov
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