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JACQUELINE
WOODSON

What's It About?

Raised in South Carolina and New
York, Woodson always felt halfway
home in each place. In vivid poems,
she shares what it was like to grow
up as an African American in the
1960s and 1970s, living with the
remnants of Jim Crow and her
growing awareness of the Civil
Rights movement,

Touching and powerful, each poem is
both accessible and emotionally
charged, each line a glimpse into a
child’s soul as she searches for her
place in the world. Woodson's
eloquent poetry also reflects the
Joy of finding her voice through
writing stories, despite the fact
that she struggled with reading as
a child. Her love of stories inspired
her and stayed with her, creating
the first sparks of the gifted
writer she was to become,

A Brown Girl Dreaming
by Jaqueline Woodson

Here is a little background information about our First Chapter
Friday title and its creator. Feel free to add your own notes and
thoughts in the bottom box.
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Who Wrote It?

“l used to say I'd be a teacher or a lawyer
or a hairdresser when | grew up but even as
| said these things, | knew what made me
happiest was writing.”

Fun Facts about Jaqueline:

e | can only write with my notebook turned
sideways. When | was a kid, | wrote with
it turned upside down.

¢ | have only lost at checkers once or
twice. | have only won at Chess once.

¢ | can jump double-dutch.

e Even though | can walk to a Brooklyn
Nets game from my house, I'm still a die-
hard Knicks fan,

I 68 Check out
~= Joqueline's
i website for more|
B info including o
S0 great video on
B her about page.
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i oodson.com/
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Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.



