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Gorgeous interiors from Charlotte's 
fi nest designers including Beth Keim, 
Amy Vermillion, Jaclyn Ehrlich, Lisa 

Sherry, and many more.
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A contemporary 
entryway, dining 

room, and staircase 
designed by the  

talented Beth Keim of 
Lucy and Company.



T H E  F O L IOHOME AND DESIGN

Black Dove Interiors’ owner Amber Cagle 
on design, inspiration, and her work.

words EMMA MERCHANT

 photos by  MICHAEL BLEVINS and MCGINN PHOTOGRAPHY
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AAmber Cagle has a love for birds (as captured by a wrist 
tattoo she sports). “Black Dove” was an easy choice of a moniker 
for her edgy, new interior design company. The dove represents 
peace and love, both of which describe her work ethos, too. 

After falling in love with art at a young age, Cagle majored 
in interior design at Appalachian State and joined a commer-
cial architecture firm in Charlotte shortly thereafter. Her ca-
reer began with small tasks such as picking out furniture for 
restaurants, salons, and libraries. Eight years later, she found 

herself finishing projects from concept to completion, and de-
cided she was ready for a new challenge.

“As I became more and more passionate about architecture 
and design, I learned that I love being able to take ownership of 
a project from the very first idea to installing the last accessory 
with my own hands.”

She knew that eventually she wanted to start her own busi-
ness, but the timing wasn’t quite right. So, she and her little 
dog moved to Cordoba, Argentina, where Amber worked at an 

The Folio  //  Foundation



98 • QCEXCLUSIVE.COM • FEB / MAR 2020

The Folio  //  Foundation

architectural visualization firm for two and a half years. Work-
ing with a team of extremely talented designers on photo-realis-
tic renderings and animations broadened her design and archi-
tecture skills tenfold, and she learned about new construction 
methods, trends, products, and ideas.

“I saw projects from architects all over the world… Dubai, 
Qatar, LA, Sri Lanka”

Cagle came back from Argentina four years ago with a new 
dream, and hit the ground running with her own firm, a bou-
tique, full-service interior design studio. Today, when designing 
a space, the brand new Black Dove Interiors regularly draws 
inspiration from traveling, researching social platforms, read-
ing magazines and art books, and attending trade shows and flea 
markets. They often visit local vendors for things like wallpaper, 

“We get to know each client and their needs by requesting to see examples 
of designs they already like. Then, with those wants and needs in mind, we 

create a concept that we think they will love and present it to them.” 
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antiques, vintage rugs, tiles, and flooring. The designing pro-
cess begins by taking a trip to the site, taking pictures, and 
listening to the owner’s thoughts and ideas. Black Dove, un-
der Amber’s lead,  assesses what needs to change and what 
doesn’t, then creates a project program that is cumulative of 
the client’s wants and needs, and Black Dove’s professional 
suggestions. 

“We get to know each client and their needs by requesting 
to see examples of designs they already like. Then, with those 

wants and needs in mind, we create a concept we think they 
will love, and then present it.” 

Design is a process that can take months or years, as Amber 
well knows, and Black Dove Interiors believes in creating 
art out of space for a unique, lasting emotional imprint and a 
home that’s all your own.     

info
blackdoveinteriors.com  /  @blackdoveinteriors

“As I became more and more passionate about architecture and design, I 
learned that I love being able to take ownership of a project from the very 

first idea to installing the last accessory with my own hands.”



—  T H E  2 0 2 0  —

H O M E  &  D E S I G N  G U I D E
Our annual guide features talented Charlotte professionals who 

can help transform your house into the home of your dreams. 

FEATURING:

BLACK DOVE INTERIORS  /  CELLARS SOUTH  /  KELLY CRUZ INTERIORS
LEVANTINA STONE CENTER  /  PHEASANT HILL DESIGNS

REACHING QUIET  /  SHEEDY WATTS  / TLG DOORS & HARDWARE

Photos this page and next page courtesy of Black Dove Interiors by Michael Blevins or McGinn Photography
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INTERIOR DESIGN

BLACK DOVE INTERIORS
Charlotte, NC

Amber Cagle, the founder of Black Dove 
Interiors, has always exhibited a spe-

cial passion for art and design. Following her 
graduation from Appalachian State University’s 
interior design program, she worked eight 
years at a local commercial architecture firm. 
When the recession hit, Amber packed her 
bags and her little dog and moved to Cordoba, 
Argentina. For over two years, she honed her 
design skills working on projects all over the 
world, from Dubai to L.A. “There’s nothing 
like a foreign expat experience to enrich and 
enliven your life and career, and to challenge 
and strengthen you,” says Amber, “Nothing 
can compare to that experience, and it broad-
ened my design and architecture skills tenfold.”

With a bit of faith and a big dream, Amber 
returned to Charlotte four years ago and 
founded her firm Black Dove Interiors. De-
signing both residential and commercial 
properties, Amber’s team treats every new 
project with a personal approach. This en-
sures that the client’s style and needs are 
reflected in everything, from the overall 
concept down to the very last accessory. 
“We believe in creating unique, truly special 
places, where spaces turn into stories,” ex-
plains Amber. “Each project should unfold 
over time, to reveal spaces that redefine ex-
pectations, create an art out of atmosphere, 
and leave a lasting imprint on an emotional 
level.”
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Amber Cagle, the founder of Black Dove 
Interiors, has always exhibited a spe-

cial passion for art and design. Following 
her graduation from Appalachian State 
University’s interior design program, she 
worked eight years at a local commercial 
architecture firm. When the recession hit, 
Amber packed her bags and her little dog and 
moved to Cordoba, Argentina. For over two 
years, she honed her design skills working 
on projects all over the world, from Dubai 
to L.A. “There’s nothing like a foreign expat 
experience to enrich and enliven your life 
and career, and to challenge and strengthen 
you,” says Amber, “Nothing can compare to 
that experience, and it broadened my design 
and architecture skills tenfold.”

With a bit of faith and a big dream, 
Amber returned to Charlotte four years 
ago and founded her firm Black Dove In-
teriors. Designing both residential and 
commercial properties, Amber’s team 
treats every new project with a personal 
approach. This ensures that the client’s 
style and needs are reflected in every-
thing, from the overall concept down 
to the very last accessory. “We believe 
in creating unique, truly special places, 
where spaces turn into stories,” explains 
Amber. “Each project should unfold over 
time, to reveal spaces that redefine ex-
pectations, create an art out of atmo-
sphere, and leave a lasting imprint on an 
emotional level.”

2005 Kenilworth Avenue  •  Unit B  •  Charlotte, NC  •  704-550-1625  •  blackdoveinteriors.com  •  @blackdoveinteriors
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