
Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.

         AR Reading Level: 4.5                              Lexile Level: 690L

I want to read this book:   YES / NO

Here is a little background information about our First Chapter Friday
title and its creator. Feel free to add your own notes and thoughts in

the bottom box. 
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In Ban This Book by Alan Gratz, a
fourth grader fights back when From
the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E.
Frankweiler by E. L. Konigsburg is
challenged by a well-meaning parent
and taken off the shelves of her
school library. Amy Anne is shy and
soft-spoken, but don’t mess with her
when it comes to her favorite book in
the whole world. Amy Anne and her
lieutenants wage a battle for the
books that will make you laugh and
pump your fists as they start a
secret banned books locker library,
make up ridiculous reasons to ban
every single book in the library to
make a point, and take a stand
against censorship.

Ban This Book is a stirring defense
against censorship that’s perfect for
middle grade readers. Let kids know
that they can make a difference in
their schools, communities, and lives!

Who Wrote It?What's It About?

WHAT I THINK

Ban This Book

by Alan Gratz

Alan was born and raised in Knoxville,
Tennessee, home of the 1982 World’s
Fair. After a carefree but humid
childhood, Alan attended the
University of Tennessee, where he
earned a College Scholars degree with
a specialization in creative writing,
and, later, a Master’s degree in English
education. He now lives with his wife
Wendi and his daughter Jo in Asheville,
North Carolina, where he enjoys
playing games, eating pizza, and,
perhaps not too surprisingly, reading 

books. Alan has
traveled to 39
states and 6
countries to
talk with
readers about
his books! You
can learn more
about Alan by
visiting his
website:
www.alagratz.c
om. 

Read Aloud Video


