DESIRING

AND

DISCOVERING

A HEART

LIKE GOD’S 

A study of David and his Psalms

David
Lesson 1

I Samuel 8 - 15
1.
What were the conditions in Israel at that time?

2.
Why did the elders of Israel gather together?

3.
What are some of the dangers of always wanting what someone else has?  

What should your desire be?  

Why is II Corinthians 4:18 so important?

4.
What did Samuel do that should be your first response to a difficult situation?  Why?

5.
How did the Lord answer?

6.
When Samuel explained the negative consequences of having a king, how did the people respond?


What personal principle can you apply here?

7.
Describe Saul’s appearance and character. (I Samuel 9.)

8.
What was Saul’s final downfall in chapter 13:1-14 and chapter 15 that caused the Lord to reject Saul as king?  

What personal lesson do you learn from this?
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9.
The people were disillusioned again (see I Samuel 12:19).  What do you do when you’ve gotten your own way and it has all gone wrong?

10.
From I Samuel 13:14, what do you first learn about David even before his name?

11.
What kind of people does God choose and use?  (I Corinthians 1:26-29.)


What influences our human nature as we make our people choices?

12.
What qualities make up a person who has a heart like God?  (II Chronicles 16:9a, Psalm 78:70-72.)

13.
Before David knew he was going to be king, God was preparing him and training him for leadership.  As you look back, how has and how is God preparing and training you to fulfill His purposes for your life?  

What do the following words mean?


Solitude


Obscurity


Monotony


Reality

14.
Do you think that God tests you in the little things and in the lonely places to see if you’re capable of the big things?  Explain.

15.
When God develops your inner qualities, why is He never in a hurry?

David

Lesson 2

I Samuel 16:1-19

1.
What do you fail to see when you have a tendency to panic?

2.
What is faith?  Has your faith changed since last year?  How?

3.
What is so wonderful to know?  (Isaiah 65:24.)

4.
Why was Samuel fearful of the Lord’s command in verse 1?


What caused this fear in Samuel?

5.
In verse 3, what were the refocusing words that changed Samuel’s attitude?

6.
Who is the “Saul” in your life?  Who rubs, scrapes, and bothers you?

7.
What did Samuel do with the Lord’s instruction? (v.4.) 

8.
How do you prepare for worship?  (v.5.) 

9.
What were the Lord’s instructions to Samuel on finding God’s chosen?  (v.7.)


What’s the spiritual principle here?
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10.
Do you think Jesse had equal appreciation or mutual respect for all of his children?  

Can this be dangerous in a family?  Why? (v.11.)

11.
God is always up to something and has some extremely exciting things in mind for His children.  Did David know that yet?  

Where was David in verse 11?  

There’s a spiritual principle here.  What is it?

12.
Describe David.  What was the most important thing about David? (v.12.)

13.
Where did David go after he was anointed king?  Look closely. (v.18-19.)  


Which of the many qualities did David reveal here of a man after God’s own heart? (Acts 13:22.)


From the servant’s remarks, what kind of reputation did this young man have?

14.
How do you hear a call of God?


How are you supposed to react to a call of God?


How do others sometimes react to your call from God.

15.
Compare Saul and David to the rich young ruler and the blind beggar. (Luke 18.)
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Lesson 3

I Samuel 16: 14-23

Music Day

Psalms are music for the spiritually mature

1.
What music excites joy?  

Name some of your favorite music that “gets you going.”

2,
What is praise and worship?


What do Psalms 100 and 150 say to you?

3.
Why is He so worthy of your praise?

4.
What music soothes you?


Name your favorite.

5.
Find your Psalm that calms you and secures you.  Pick a few verses and share with us why and how these are important to you.

6.
What was Saul’s state of mind?  What Spirit departed from Saul before the other spirit came?

7.
God was disgusted with Saul for walking against His will.  So, He departed from Saul and permitted an evil spirit to fill that empty space and torment him (a depression).  


What did Saul request in these dark times?
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8.
What will usually cause you to go “down” into despair?

9.
What is your choice of remedy to climb out of despair?

10.
What was David’s attitude when told to do this unique “job”?

11.
Can you think of a unique task you’ve been asked to do?  


Did you accept or reject it?  (Remember “No, Lord,” is an oxymoron.) 


What can we learn from David here?

12.
Why did Saul love David’s music so much? (I Samuel 16:23.)

13.
How can music and the Psalms bring relief and also refresh you?

14.
As reading the Bible deepens our faith, music is a means to express our faith.  What song is in your heart and coming out of your voice today?

Never mind how beautiful or how pitiful you may sound.  Sing loud enough to drown out those negative and defeating thoughts that normally take you down.  SING!

Before the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost…(Acts 2), it was not uncommon for the Spirit of God to come for a temporary period of strengthening or insight or whatever was the need of the moment and then to depart only to return again for another surge of the need or instruction of the moment, then to depart once again.

However, at Pentecost and from that time all the way through our present era, when the Spirit of God comes into the believing sinner at salvation, He never leaves.  Our bodies are the temple of the Holy Spirit in which the Spirit of God dwells.  He permanently resides within us and will never, ever depart.  So, rest easy, Christian friend.

Charles Swindoll
David

Lesson 4

I Samuel 17

1.
The most famous battle in the Old Testament was not between two armies but between two people.  Set the scene in verses 1–3.

2.
Describe Goliath. (v.4-11) 

3.
What do verses 8 – 9 mean specifically?


What was at stake?

4.
Review I Samuel 16:7.  Why do we so quickly judge by surface appearance?

If we judged David on his outward appearance, what would his chances have been going up against Goliath?

5.
Take a personal look at the “giants” in your life.  How big do they look to you?

6.
How long had Goliath been taunting Saul and the Israelites?  


How long have your “giants” been taunting you?

Isn’t it amazing how effectively the taunting hits the center of your greatest vulnerability?

7.
Where was David during the 40 days Goliath was taunting the Israelites?


How did God get him out of the fields?


What do you learn about God’s timing, providence, and will from this battle?

What are you learning about God’s timing, providence, and will in your life?
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8.
Saul was a coward, so he devised an incentive plan for killing the giant (v. 25).  What was it?

9.
Look at verse 8 again and then read verse 41.  Where had Goliath moved to?


If your “Goliath” is not dealt with, what spiritual warning do we see here?

10.
How did David’s older brother react to David?  


Was he harboring something?  (That’s right, there’s a spiritual principle here.)

11.
How did Saul react to David’s decision to face Goliath?  

Can you find a spiritual lesson in this?

12.
David had experienced God’s deliverance (v. 37).  Compared to God, just how big was Goliath in David’s eyes?


Compared to God Almighty, just how big is your “Goliath”?

13.
How did David face the giant?


How do you face yours?

14.
When fighting our “giants” in our strength, we’ll lose every time.  What personal lesson does the apostle Paul share with us in II Corinthians 12:7-10?

15.
Find some biblical characters that had to face “giants.”  What were the results when they faced them in their own strength?  


What were the results when they faced them in the Lord’s strength?
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Lesson 5

I Samuel 18: 1-9

1.
David’s future looked bleak and uncertain.  When was the last time you thanked the Lord for not showing you the future?  

Why doesn’t He?  (Matthew 6:34.)


What are you glad you didn’t know about in advance?

2.
What accomplishments did David achieve?

3.
What had happened to his popularity, and what was Saul’s reaction?

4.
What is jealousy?

5.
Why is jealousy so dangerous?

6.
What has it done to you personally?

7.
What does the Bible say about it?  (Galatians 5:19-21, I Corinthians 3:3.)
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8.
Why do you think David knew how to handle all of this attention?  (Proverbs 10:19, Proverbs 21:11.)

9.
Why do you think God placed Jonathan in David’s life right at this time?

10.
Why is an intimate friend such a valuable gift?  (I Samuel 18:4, I Samuel 19:4-5, I Samuel 20:4, I Samuel 23:15-16.)

11.
If you have an intimate friend, thank them in some way this week.

12.
Who is your “Greatest Friend”?


Why?

David

Lesson 6

I Samuel 18 - 21

1.
Saul was miserable, suspicious, angry, jealous, mentally unbalanced, and possessed with an evil spirit.  How did he take it out on David?

2.
Once you start down the path of selfish ambition, where does it lead you, and what is your perception with each step you take?

3.
Explain verse 12 and its profound truth.

4.
What was Saul’s reason for giving David his daughter?

5.
Can you think of a time that you manipulated a situation for your own gain or defense?

Have you ever “used” someone?  

What were the results?

6.
What did Michal do for David?  (I Samuel 19:11-15.)

How did she turn on him?


Why is it so easy to lie under pressure?

7.
Like father, like daughter.  What kind of influence did Saul have on his children?

Find the spiritual lesson for us still today.
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8.
From I Samuel 20:3 (what a statement!), what do you think David’s emotions were?  Could it be similar to what the emotions are of our military during wartime?

9.
Read Chapter 20.  What did Jonathan do for David?  


What one word describes Jonathan?


How did they part?

10.
David fled to Gath, and he was recognized immediately. (I Samuel 21.)  What did he do to protect himself?  


Describe the scene.

11.
What did Achish do with David?

12.
David had hit rock bottom.  He lost his military position, his wife, Samuel, his close friend Jonathan, and his self-respect—so much of what he could possibly lean on from a human perspective.  

Name some of the things you have a tendency to use as crutches to lean on.  Do they hold you “up”?

13.
What are the dangers of using “crutches”?

14.
What is the blessing of losing all of your “crutches”?

15.
When and on Whom is it absolutely and perfectly alright to lean?

David

Lesson 7

I Samuel 22

1.
David was at a very low point in his life.  Where did he go?

2.
With no security, no food, no one to talk to, alone in the damp cave, away from everything and everybody he loved except God, and no human hope that any of this would change, he wrote Psalm 142.  Study it—hear David.  Speak it out loud.

3.
How do we know that he had not lost sight of his God?

4.
What promises did he cling to?

5.
In your lowest moments, what are your natural feelings?  

Why does God bring you to these painful and confusing times?

6.
Maybe David wanted to be alone, but he was not alone for long.  Who joined him?

7.
What was the Lord up to?  

What is the spiritual principle here?

8.
Study Psalm 27.  How did unwavering confidence in God take away David’s fear and loneliness?
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9.
Now study Psalm 34.  How do you know that he had changed his focus and was back up on his feet and walking on the Lord’s path of faith?

10.
On the way back “up” how important is it to finally admit your need and cry out to the Lord for help?

11.
Isn’t it also very important on your journey back “up” to humbly bow down before God and seek His counsel for your life?


Have you or will you seek His counsel for your life?

12.
What does “refuge” mean?

13.
Read and study Psalm 31.  Why do you need a refuge?

14.
Who is your Refuge?

15.
During one of David’s lowest moments, he chose to learn something.  Study Psalm 37 and list all that he learned.

David

Lesson 8

I Samuel 23 - 24

1.
What was Saul thinking in verse 7?


How is this thinking proof that he was very far away from God’s presence at this point?

2.
Is every opportunity sent from God?


Would He ever send us an opportunity that would cause us to go against His will?

3.
Why is it always good to check our motives and make sure we are following God’s desires?  (Jonah 1.)

4.
How do you see again in this story that the Lord was with David and most certainly had a plan?

5.
What was the place called that David escaped to—safe, secure, and with a bountiful supply of water? (I Samuel 23:29.)

6.
After Saul returned from pursuing the Philistines, in the midst of his mad rush to get David, what did he have to stop and do?  Where did he do it unknowingly?

7.
Do you think Saul was vulnerable at this time?

8.
What was the advice from David’s men to David?  


Was that a natural response?
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9.
What is revenge?  


Have you ever taken revenge on someone?


Does it satisfy?

10.
What does Romans 12:18-21 say?


Why do these verses satisfy?

11.
What was David’s course of action?

12.
Why did he feel guilty?


What did he say?


What is the spiritual principle for us today?

13.
Even though Saul was in the wrong, was it David’s job to make it right?  

What is the spiritual principle?

14.
What does it mean to operate in the flesh?


What does it mean to live for God?


Why will it be an ongoing battle within and without?

15.
What does Proverbs 16:7 mean?

16.
How did David finish this?  (Verse 9-19.)  Conscience cleared!  You’ll never regret forgiving someone who doesn’t deserve it.

David

Lesson 9

I Samuel 25

1.
How can anger, uncontrolled, be dangerous? 

Are Christians immune from unleashing uncontrolled anger?

2.
Describe who Nabal and Abigail were?

3.
Beginning with verse 4, we read the story of David’s very polite men who were seeking payment for guarding and protecting Nabal’s flocks.  

What was Nabal’s response?

Who was he concerned about?

4.
Why was David’s anger wrong and dangerous?  What was David out to accomplish?

5.
Have you ever watched your so-called justifiable anger destroy a person’s spirit or a personal relationship?

6.
When is anger permissable?

7.
Who did the servant go tell what David was coming to do?  


What did that say of the servants’ relationship with their employer?


Who did they trust?
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8.
What is the spiritual lesson when it comes to employer and employee relationships, and what will keep that relationship running smoothly?

9.
Abigail knew that going to her husband would be suicide, so on his behalf, what was Abigail’s response?  (v. 18-34.)

10.
How do you rate Abigail’s tact, faith, and loyalty?

11.
What is a fool?  (Psalm 14:1.)

12.
What was David’s humble response to Abigail?


How does this show yet another characteristic of a heart like God’s?

13.
What did Abigail go home to?

14.
How did the Lord handle it all?

15.
God doesn’t always change situations, but He loves changing us.  Read David’s Psalm 40:1-2.  

What’s the key word?

Doing it God’s way – we’ll never be sorry.

David

Lesson 10

I Samuel 27 - 30

1.
What does the Bible say about your experiencing cloudy days and dark nights? (James 1:2.)

2.
Why do you have to be so very careful after coming off a spiritual high?

3.
In verse one, what was David’s number one mistake?

4.
What is wrong with humanistic, negative, and pessimistic thinking? 

Where are your eyes focused when you burden yourself with that “attitude”?

5.
What was David forgetting?  (Refer back to I Samuel 16:12b, 25:30.)


Is there a spiritual lesson here?

6.
Where did he escape to?


Why was this wrong?

7.
Does sin seem “right” sometimes?  


When?

Is sin ever the right direction to go?
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8.
What does “carnal” mean?

9.
Whose hand do we play right into when we sin?


Who does it affect? (27:2-3.)

10.
Once David was caught in the pull of self and sin, how did it pull him in deeper and deeper?  (27:8-11.)

11.
What were the eventual consequences?  (29:6-8, 30:1-6.)

12.
What does James 1:13-15 say about sin?

13.
What do you think Hosea 8:7 means?

14.
Why is it so easy to try to find someone else to blame?

15.
David made the right choice in chapter 30:6.  What was it?


After a mistake or bad choice, what is our comfort?  Read I John 1:9.

David

Lesson 11

I Samuel 31

1.
Looking back on your life, what will your obituary say, or what words will be used in the eulogy to sum up your life?

2.
In I Samuel 26:21, what words sum up Saul’s life?  


What do those words mean?

3.
Soul searching time.  Have you played the fool?  (Psalm 14:1.)


Study Proverbs 1.  Can a Christian be a fool?

4.
What did David’s son Solomon ask for?  (I Kings 3:5-10.)


How did the Lord react to that request?  Why?

5.
What is wisdom? 

How can you get it?  (James 1:5.)

6.
What is the pathetic account of the ending of Saul’s life?

7.
Why did Saul kill himself?  Again, who was he thinking about?
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8.
What was Jesus teaching in Matthew 6:19-24?

9.
Describe the scene of the aftermath of Saul’s death. (31:8-10.)

10.
Saul’s story is so sad, but on who’s doorstep did the blame lie?

11.
How could he have changed everything?

12.
What can you do or have you done to change everything?


Is it authentic?


Is it genuine Christianity?


If not, what role are you playing today?

13.
It’s not too late to change your epitaph.  What would you like it to read?

14.
Saul’s reign came to an end and David’s reign began.  Will you let your reign of self come to an end and let Jesus begin His reign of supremacy in your life?

15.
End this lesson in praise to the One who saves you from yourself.  Read Psalm 98!

David

Lesson 12

II Samuel 1 - 5

1.
Saul was dead.  God was moving David from a fugitive to a monarch step by step.  To move forward, what must you do with your past? (Isaiah 43:18-19, Philippians 3:13-14.)

2.
If you don’t deal with your past properly, what can it do to your future? 


What does the Lord do with your past?

3.
From II Samuel 1:1-15, what was the message of the man and how did David handle the message and messenger?  Why was David so harsh?

4.
What does God say about lying?  (Exodus 20:16, Colossians 3:9.)


Where does a lie lead to?

5.
From the song that David wrote for Saul and Jonathan, what do you learn?

6.
David had to learn the meaning of the phrase “wait on the Lord.”  Why is that so difficult yet so important?

7.
From II Samuel 3:1-5 and 5:13-16, what were some decisions David made that he lived to regret?
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8.
David was a remarkable man (II Samuel 5:6-25).  List his many gifts and abilities. 

What must you always remember about gifts and abilities?  (II Samuel 5:10, James 1:7.)

9.
How can prosperity and ease lead to perilous times and not be merely blessings?

10.
What does self-sufficient and self-reliant mean?  


Where does it lead to?  (Galatians 5:19-21.)

11.
What does Jesus teach in John 15:1-8 that is vitally necessary on our Christian adventure?


What is your only hope for you, a human being, to bring glory to God?

12.
How connected are you to that Vine?

Does it show?

David

Lesson 13

II Samuel 6

1.
What did the apostle Paul say about David in Acts 13:22?

2.
From this verse, what is another characteristic of having a heart like God’s?

3.
Does following the will of God mean following every detail?

4.
Do a little digging and discover what the ark of God was. 

What did it represent?


What did it look like, and how was it to be carried when it had to be moved?

5.
How did David first try to bring the ark back to Jerusalem?  


What were the dramatic results, and why were they so harsh?

6.
Why is every detail important to God?


How can you know His “details” for your day-to-day adventures?
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7.
For a time, where was the ark taken?


What were the results for the inhabitants? (6:11-12.)

8.
David tried again to bring the ark to Jerusalem.  How did he do it this time?  (I Chronicles 15:1-13.)

9.
If you are not clear on something, instead of simply jumping the gun to get the job done, what should be your first move?

10.
From II Samuel 6:14-15, describe David’s excitement.  Why do you think he was so excited?

11.
What makes you “dance”?

12.
What was Michal’s response to David’s behavior?

13.
What was David’s response back to her?

14.
There are two categories of people in the family of God: those who are carnal and those who strive for a heart like God.  Describe the difference. 

Which one are you striving to be?

If it matters to God, it should matter to me!
David

Lesson 14

II Samuel 7

1.
What do you think this line in an old hymn means?


“What He takes or what He gives us, shows the Father’s love so precious.”

2.
How does God answer requests?

3.
What does Proverbs 19:21 mean to you?


What does Jeremiah 29:11-13 mean to you?

4.
What were David’s living conditions at this point in time?

5.
What was David’s plan?

6.
What do you have to be so careful of when you settle on a dream or an ideal objective?

7.
What was the prophet Nathan’s first response?

8.
Why was his response like that of a good friend and counselor?
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9.
What happened to Nathan that very night?  (I Chronicles 17:3-4). 


What spiritual lesson is here?

10.
God said no to David, but from II Samuel 7:8-13, how did He affirm David?

11.
Was David’s dream to build a temple wrong?  (II Chronicles 6:7-9.)


Are your dreams necessarily wrong?


What lesson can we learn here about dreams?

12.
How did David react to God’s answer of “No”?  (II Samuel 7:18-29.)

13.
How did David follow through on his God-modified dream?  (I Chronicles 22:1-5.)

14.
When you receive God’s “No” answer, what should be your response?

15.
What can you know about all of God’s answers?

David

Lesson 15

II Samuel 9

1.
Grace means many things to many people.  What is your definition of grace?

2.
If grace is positive and unconditional acceptance in spite of past differences, how did David show grace in verse 1?  Read II Samuel 4:4.

3.
What promises had David made to Saul and Jonathan?  (I Samuel 20: 13-17,

I Samuel 24:20-22.)

4.
How did the word “anyone” show David’s beautiful character?

5.
What was the information David got back?

6.
What was David’s response?


Where’s the spiritual lesson here?

7.
What do you think Mephibosheth’s emotions were at this point?

8.
How did David surprise him?

9.
What was Mephibosheth’s reaction to David’s grace?

10.
How can showing grace to someone change their life?
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11.
How is God’s grace changing your life?

12.
Why do people who understand grace fully have a “yes” face?

13.
On a sad note, but it’s important to see the difference, describe a “no” face.

14.
Contrast these statements to your relationship with Jesus:


a.
Mephibosheth suffered a fall and it left him crippled for the rest of his days.

b.
David, the king, out of sheer unconditional love, demonstrated grace to this handicapped man.

c.
Mephibosheth had nothing, deserved nothing, could repay nothing, and was hiding.

d.
David restored Mephibosheth to a place of honor.

e.
David adopted Mephibosheth into his family.

f.
Mephibosheth’s disability was a constant reminder of grace.

g.
When Mephibosheth sat down at the table of the king, he was treated just like any other son of the king.

Should you have a “yes” face?  Look in the mirror!

David

Lesson 16

II Samuel 11

1.
David was a man after God’s own heart.  What happened?

2.
Read John 8:1-11.  Explain I Corinthians 10:12.  Why does the Bible say, “be careful”?  

What does that mean to you personally?

3.
A chink had begun to form in David’s spiritual armor.  Read Deuteronomy 17:14-17.  Do you think he was distracted from God?  Why?

4.
Our most difficult times are not always when things are the hardest.  Hard times create dependent people—dependent on God.  What is pride?


When is pride likely to swing in your direction?

5.
Were both David and Bathsheba to blame for what happened?  (II Samuel 11:1-4, Romans 14:12-13.)

6.
What is a temptation?  Do you think that you can “forget” God for a time?

7.
Like Eve, like any of us, how was David’s temptation a series of events that could have been stopped at any time along the ever-increasing slippery slope of temptation’s path?

8.
What must you do when confronted with temptation?  (Genesis 39:7-12.)
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9.
When David inquired about Bathsheba, what did the servant tell David? 


Why was this report a reminder and a warning?

10.
Satan is very good at what he does.  Can sin be exciting, thrilling, pleasurable, and fun?


Does Satan ever warn you of the consequences of sin?

11.
What were the consequences of David and Bathsheba’s excursion into sin?

12.
What was David’s Plan A?


Why didn’t it work?

13.
What was David’s Plan B?

14.
What happens when you try to cover up sin?  (Psalm 32:3-4, Psalm 51:3-4.)

15.
What are the facts of II Samuel 11:26-27?


What is the saddest of them all?


What do you think Satan’s reaction was to all that took place?

David

Lesson 17

II Samuel 12

1.
For the better part of a year, David lived a life of hypocrisy and deception—in secret.  Do you sometimes think that you or someone you know may “get away with it?” 


Is that possible?

2.
What is true guilt?

3.
God waited until just the right time and then He stepped in.  What did He do?

4.
How did Nathan brilliantly get his point across?  Explain it.

5.
What was David’s reaction to Nathan’s story?

6.
What can hardened sin, pushed way back in the memory bank, do to you?

7.
What were the four convicting and confronting words that Nathan used?


What words did he follow up with?

8.
Why was Nathan the perfect man to confront David?  (Proverbs 27:6.)

9.
What did the future hold for David now?
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10.
What was David’s open admission?

11.
What was the Lord’s response?


Is there a spiritual principle here?

12.
What does being forgiven feel like?

13.
Study Psalm 51.  What feelings did David express in this Psalm?


From this Psalm, what did David know of his God and what he could count on from Him?

14.
What can you learn from Nathan if a need comes up to confront someone?

15.
What lesson can we learn from David about true, genuine repentance?

16.
How does God react to genuine repentance?

David

Lesson 18

Various Scriptures

1.
In a family, what are some problems from without?


What are some problems from within the family?


Which are worse?

2.
Why would it help you so much to study Romans 6 before I John 1:9?

3.
Galatians 6:7-8.  Why does Paul start by saying, “Do not be deceived” before he states the rest?

4.
From those verses in Galatians, does grace take away the consequences?


From the beginning in Genesis 3, are there consequences to sin?


Why are there?

5.
What were David’s consequences found in II Samuel 12:11, 14, II Samuel 16:10?

David, Lesson 18

6.
Can you turn away from sin?  

How?

7.
What is the proof that God does what He says?


a.
II Samuel 16:21-22


b.
II Samuel 12:15, 18


c.
II Samuel 13:1-15


d.
II Samuel 13:20, 22, 24-30


e.
II Samuel 14:28


f.
II Samuel 18:6-15

8.
In the household of David, all the wives and children had everything money could buy. 


What did they lack?

9.
How did David react over Absalom’s death?  (II Samuel 18:33.)


What spiritual lesson is here for us in verse 33?

10.
What is the greatest thing you can do for your children?

11.
Are you on the edge of a compromising situation?  Remember Romans 6:23.

12.
This lesson shows us that there will always be serious consequences for sin.  But it also teaches that eyes are watching and lives are following our lead.  What do those eyes see in you and where are you leading them?

David

Lesson 19

Various Scriptures

1.
What does I Peter 1:15 mean to you personally?

2.
What is discipline?  


What does it accomplish?  (Hebrews 12:1-11.)

3.
Whom does God discipline?

4.
Why does God want to teach you to take Him seriously?


How does that change your life?

5.
Read Proverbs 6:20-32.  From each verse, list the facts and find a spiritual principle.  


Where it fits, put in your own weakness or temptation.

6.
Who else does the consequence of your sin affect?

7.
David was a man after God’s own heart who compromised, and the result was tragic, affecting not only the man who sinned, but his entire family and other people outside the family as well.  

How did David respond? (II Samuel 12:15-16.)

What can you learn from him?  

8.
What is prayer, pleading, and fasting?  What does it prove?
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9.
David wanted to be left alone.  Why is solitude essential?


Why is silence necessary?

10.
God’s answer to David’s prayer was “No.”  How did he face the consequences realistically?  (II Samuel 12:19-20.)

11.
How was Job’s response similar?  (Job 1:18-22.)


Is there a spiritual lesson here?

12.
What damage can bitterness, self-pity, and anger against God do?

13.
How do you fight away bitterness, self-pity, and anger?  (II Samuel 12:21-23, Proverbs 3:5-6, Hebrews 12:2-3.)

14.
How do you know that David refused to give up?  (II Samuel 12:24-25.)

15.
According to Psalm 32:8-10, what can riding out the storm do to you if you’re open and willing?

16.
Will your storm last forever?

17.
How does Deuteronomy 8:2 remind us of why we go through storms?

18.
Where do you bring your wounded heart?  Remember, “earth has no sorrow that heaven cannot heal.”

David
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II Samuel 15 - 19:1-15

1.
There was a national rebellion against David led by his own son, Absalom.  What was Absalom conspiring to do?

2.
How did he go about getting it accomplished?

3.
Did his plan work?

4.
How did David respond?

5.
The poet Samuel Taylor Coleridge once described friendship as “a sheltering tree.”  Why is that so beautiful and true?

6.
Do you think needing friends is a weakness?

7.
Did Jesus have friends?  

Who were they? 

What did they mean to Him?

8.
Is it overly dramatic to say that friends are a gift from God?

9.
David had Jonathan’s friendship during a very critical time in his life.  God gave David friends again in another critical time of life—friends that most of us never heard of. 


Who was the first one?  (II Samuel 15:18-21.)


How did he help David?
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10
Who were David’s next “couple of trees”? (II Samuel 15:23-28.)

11
How did they help David?

12
Who was the next friend?  (II Samuel 15:30-34.)

13
How did he help David?

14
Who was his next group?  (II Samuel 17:27-29.)

15
What did they do for David?

16
Finally, who was David’s next special friend?  (II Samuel 19:1-8.)

17
How did he assist David?

18
So, is it true that friends are important?


Can they really help you through your toughest and loneliest hours of life?

David
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Various Scriptures

1.
Another characteristic David had to reveal to show that he had a heart like God’s was a forgiving spirit.  Why is this attribute one of the most difficult to acquire and sustain?

2.
What is conditional forgiveness?


What is partial forgiveness?


What is delayed forgiveness?

3.
Why would people prefer to sit on a judgment seat rather than a mercy seat?

4.
When an unforgiving spirit is in motion, what are a few of the other emotions added in the mix?

5.
What does Jesus say about forgiveness?  (And He should know because He is the best at it.)  (Matthew 6:14-15.)

6.
What does it take to truly and completely forgive?

7.
Read Psalm 40:1-2, 12, 13.  David, at this particular time, was at his lowest emotional point.  This could be compared to the time Saul was pursuing him.  He was on the bottom rung of despair and hopelessness.  Describe David’s painful cry.  

Yet, where was his hope?

8.
From II Samuel 16:5-8, who came to David when he was down and added more insult to injury?
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9.
What lies did Shimei loudly voice in his personal attack on David?

10.
What was Abishai’s counsel to David? (II Samuel 16:9.)

11.
What was David’s response? (II Samuel 16:10-12.)


How did he keep his composure?

12.
When we feel like forgiving someone means that person is getting away with something, what must we always remember?  

Read Exodus 3:7.  Does anything get by the Lord?

13.
Why does self-control always win? (Galatians 5:22-25.)

14.
Jumping ahead to II Samuel 19:16-20, what did Shimei confess?

15.
Again, what was Abishai’s advice? (II Samuel 19:21-23.)


And David’s response?  (II Samuel 19:22-23.)

16.
Why do the proud have a hard time forgiving?

17.
How do forgiveness and grace go together?


How does it feel to forgive and to be forgiven?

David
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II Samuel 22

1.
David was now entering his twilight years.  He had lived a full life and had experienced life at its best and worst.  He was feeling the pressure.  What words describe his condition in II Samuel 21:15?

2.
The weary David lifted his hands to God and declared his feelings in a song.  What kind of song did he sing in II Samuel 22?

Does that surprise you?

What will praise to the Lord do for you?

3.
Theme #1.  

From verses 2 – 20, who is God when times are tough?


What is God’s involvement?


What is God doing?


What is the enemy doing?


How does the Lord bring relief?


Why?  Isn’t this great!

4.
Theme #2
From verses 21 – 31, when your days are dark, Who is your only light?  (Read also Psalm 27:1.)
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5.
Theme #3

From verses 32 – 40, when your walk is weak, Who is your only strength?

6.
What did the apostle Paul say about his “weakness” in II Corinthians 12:7-10?


What is your “thorn”?


Do these words apply to your thorn?

7.
Theme #4.


From verses 50-51, when your future is questionable, Who is your only hope?

8.
What does hope mean?  (The world’s definition and the Lord’s definition.)

9.
Despite all that David had been through, what was his attitude?


Why wasn’t there bitterness or regret weighing on his heart?

10.
Who chooses your attitude every day?


What determines your attitude every day?

11.
From this passage, does David’s song inspire you to have a day of victory or defeat?

12.
What does Paul say to you about celebrating a victorious day in Romans 8:28-39?

Hallelujah!

David

Lesson 23

II Samuel 24 and I Chronicles 21

1.
In this life, will you ever be immune from sin’s appeal?  Why?

2.
Does God cause sin?  (James 1:13.)

3.
What is the difference between a temptation and a trial?

4.
Why do you think God tested David and the Kingdom of Israel?

When God tests, what does He want to expose?


Does He expose it to you or to Him?  (Remember, He knows your heart!) (I Chronicles 28:9.)

5.
What was David’s sin in these verses?

6.
What counsel did Joab try to give to David?


Did David listen?

7.
Where does the real ongoing battle for our lives occur?  (Romans 12:2.)

8.
Why is it important to be held spiritually accountable to someone?

9.
What does II Samuel 24:10 mean to you personally?


Why is this a good thing?
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10.
What was David’s confession in I Chronicles 21:8?

11.
David had to choose one of three consequences for his sin.


What were they?  (I Chronicles 21:9-12.)


What was David’s reaction?  (II Samuel 24:14.)

12.
Has your sin ever caused someone else pain and loss?

13.
Sin pays a terrible wage.  What did David have to witness?  (II Samuel 24:15, I Chronicles 21:15-17.)

14.
What did God command David to do so that the price that was paid for this sin would never be forgotten?  (I Chronicles 21:18.)

15.
What was Araunah’s offer to David? (II Samuel 24:21-23.)


What was David’s response?  (II Samuel 24:24.)

16.
What happened once David obeyed?  (II Samuel 24:25.)


What is the spiritual lesson here?

17.
Why would this story be a good one for every spiritual leader to read at least once a year?

18.
Why should you always take God seriously?
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I Chronicles 28 - 29

1.
The death of David was the end of an era.  Can you think of any other people in history about whom you can say the same?

2.
How did Paul summarize David’s life in Acts 13:36a?

3.
Take that same verse, take out David’s name, and put in your own.  How does that sound to you?  How are you serving God’s purpose for your life?


How does it make you feel that God has a distinct purpose for you that no one else can fill?

4.
Why did David summon all of the officials of Israel to assemble at Jerusalem? (I Chronicles 28:1-3?


What do you think was his purpose?

5.
Is it hard to face unfulfilled dreams?


Do you have one?

6.
What was David’s attitude and response to his unfulfilled dream?  (I Chronicles 28:4-8.)


What was David focusing on?

7.
What was David’s heartfelt counsel to his son Solomon?  (I Chronicles 28:9.)
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8.
What does “acknowledge” God mean?

9.
Why should acknowledging God be followed with serving God?

10.
What was David’s wise advice to Solomon in I Chronicles 28:10?


Any interpretation problems here?

11.
What words of wisdom did David give Solomon on leading people—people on one side, people on another—pressure, pressure, pressure? (I Chronicles 28:20-21.)

12.
Take your time.  Read David’s beautiful prayer from I Chronicles 29:10-20.  What do the first verses express? (10-13.)


From verses 13 – 16, how did David view himself?


Why does praise to the Lord do that to us?


Who did he pray for in verses 17-20?

13.
What did the people do after David finished his prayer?  (I Chronicles 29:20-25.)

14.
What was David’s epitaph from I Chronicles 29:28?

15.
What have you learned about God from this study of the life of David?

