
Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.

AR Reading Level: 4.4       Lexile Level: 680L 

I want to read this book:   YES / NO

Here is a little background information about our First Chapter
Friday title and its creator. Feel free to add your own notes

and thoughts in the bottom box. 
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Name Date

3:47 a.m. That’s when they come for
Wren Clemmens. She’s hustled out of her
house and into a waiting car, then a
plane, and then taken on a forced march
into the desert. This is what happens to
kids who’ve gone so far off the rails,
their parents don’t know what to do
with them anymore. This is wilderness
therapy camp. Eight weeks of survivalist
camping in the desert. Eight weeks to
turn your life around. Yeah, right.
 
The Wren who arrives in the Utah desert
is angry and bitter, and blaming
everyone but herself. But angry can’t
put up a tent. And bitter won’t start a
fire. Wren’s going to have to admit she
needs help if she’s going to survive.

This book is for 7th graders and up. 

This book has a connection to the story
Jungle Book and other Disney movies!

Who Wrote It?What's It About?

I was born on January 6th to Dutch
immigrants (Peter & Mieske Van
Draanen) in Chicago, IL. When I was very
young, my family moved to California,
where I still reside. I grew up with two
brothers and a sister. We did a lot of
camping and backpacking as a family, and
also as Scouts, where we learned useful
survival skills and also to appreciate
nature. I taught computer science and
math at the high school level for 15
years. I began writing because I went
through some awful times and learned 

WHAT I THINK

Wild Bird

 by Wendelin 

Van Draanen

that writing
can help you
sort out your
troubles and
find focus. To
learn more
about Wendelin,
read her
memoir: Hope in
the Mail or in
the interview
at the end of
this video. 

Read Aloud Video


