
E A S T  R I V E R  P H O T O G R A P H E R

__________________________________________

WEDDING
GUIDE

engagement session tips, timeline
guidance, and more!



A  N O T E  A B O U T  T H I S  G U I D E

I 'm so honored that  you've trusted me with captur ing
your wedding day!  I 'm looking forward to celebrat ing
with you and gett ing to know you better  over the
next several  months.

In the mean t ime,  th is  guide is  designed to help you
create a wedding day that  lends i tself  to the best
photos possible!  This wi l l  walk you through
everything from t imel ines to detai ls  to fami ly  photos.

Thank you again for  choosing to work with me and
feel  free reach out at  any point  dur ing the planning
process!

__________________________________________

XoXo 
         Patricia

1.N O .

WELCOME



&  W H Y  I  L O V E  T H E M !

Engagement sessions are a great  way for  us to
connect and get to know each other before your
big day arr ives!  You' l l  learn a l l  about our posing
structure and you' l  be a pro by the end of  your

session!  This wi l l  make your wedding day
pictures a p iece of  cake!

__________________________________________

2.N O .

B E L O W  Y O U ' L L  F I N D  S O M E  H A N D Y
T I P S  F O R  N A I L I N G  D O W N  T H E

P E R F E C T  S T Y L E .

ENGAGEMENT
PHOTOS



Engagement sessions typical ly  last  1 .5 -  2 hours.  I
recommend you br ing an extra outf i t ,  as you may wish to

have two different " looks".  Below you' l l  f ind some general
guidel ines to narrow down your perfect  outf i t .

E N G A G E M E N T  P H O T O  S T Y L I N G  T I P S

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Professional  Hair  and
Makeup
Complementary color
schemes
Comfortable + easy to
move in
Flowly skirts  or  tops that
show movement
Something you feel
AMAZING wear ing -  we
want you to feel  conf ident
and look your best !

Being "matchy-matchy"
White Socks That St ick Out
Big Logos and Writ ing on
Shirts
Smal l ,  Intr icate,  Busy
Patterns
Something that  just  isn ' t
YOU
Something uncomfortable
that  needs constant ly
adjusted

Y E S !  Y E S !  Y E S ! N O  W A Y ,  J O S E

what to wear
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W E D D I N G  P L A N N E R F L O R A L  D E S I G N

C A L L I G R A P H Y

T H A T ' L L  M A K E  F O R  A N  E P I C  W E D D I N G  D A Y
___________________________________

O F F I C I A N T

Just Say Yes NY

Wedding M.D.  New York

Int imate Occasions By Ik iya

Unruff led New York

W E D D I N G  D R E S S

FlorEsta NYC

Fern Bonat ica

A Li ly  Among Thorns

NYC Flower Project  

Sammie Ties The Knot

Clar ibel  G Photo

Daniel le  Frankel  Studio

Lotus Br idal

Crystal  Br idal  Bout ique

Anita Br ide to Be (ES)

Del la  Terra Goods & Design

Vidhi  Dattani  Designs

Cal igraphy by Magnol ia

W E D D I N G  C A K E

Cakes by Kle in

Vincenzo Salvatore Cakes

There Should Always be Cake

recommended

VENDORS

C A T E R I N G

Ji l l ic ious Foods & Events

Tastes Buds Required

Dish Food & Events NYC



W E D D I N G  D A Y

3.N O . I  love gett ing to capture a l l  the specia l  detai ls
you've curated for  your wedding day.

Detai ls  are one of  the f i rst  th ings I ' l l  photograph
when I  arr ive on your wedding day so i t 's  great  i f
you have a l l  these i tems in once place that  morning.
The l ist  below is  a great  start ing point  i f  you're not
sure what to include!  

_______________________

DETAILS



D R E S S  &  H A N G E R◻︎
R I N G S  &  R I N G  B O X◻︎
Engagement + wedding bands (& i f  you have a pretty r ing
box!)

S H O E S◻︎
V E I L◻︎
B O U Q U E T◻︎

H A I R  P I E C E S◻︎
J E W E L R Y◻︎
V O W  B O O K◻︎

I N V I A T I O N  S U I T E◻︎
2 fu l l  sets with envelopes + stamps & any other paper
stat ionary you may have ( l ike program cards,  etc)

S E N T I M E N T A L  K E E P S A K E S◻︎
I  once had a br ide br ing her grandmother 's  handkerchief .
th is  is  completely opt ional  -  but  i f  you have something
sent imental  you'd l ike sty led with your detai ls ,  I  love
including fami ly  heir looms in your detai l  shots.

B O N U S :  E X T R A  F L O W E R S◻︎
I 'd  love to have a few cuts of  the f lora ls  you' l l  be using
throughout your wedding day.  I f  your f lor ist  wi l l  supply a
smal l  bucket of  extra pieces I  can incorporate those in
your detai l  shots.

H I S  S H O E S◻︎
S O C K S  ( I F  T H E Y ' R E
S P E C I A L

◻︎

C U F F  L I N K S◻︎
T I E  O R  B O W  T I E◻︎
P O C K E T  S Q U A R E◻︎
B O U T O N N I È R E◻︎
V O W  B O O K◻︎
R I N G S◻︎
A N Y T H I N G  E L S E
S P E C I A L  O R
S E N T I M E N T A L .

◻︎

bride detail checklist groom detail checklist



I  love captur ing the detai l  of  your r ings up
close.  I f  possible,  t ry to have your
engagement r ing c leaned or  c lean i t
yourself .

Soak your r ing in warm water with
dishwashing soap for  20 to 40
minutes.  Then gent ly brush the stone
with a soft  toothbrush,  r inse and
repeat i f  needed.

T O  C L E A N  A T  H O M E :

The RINGS

___________________________________



I t 's  a  specia l  moment when you see your other
half  for  the f i rst  t ime on your wedding day.  I t 'a  a
moment worth remembering whether you do or  a
f i rst  look or  wait  for  an epic reveal  as you walk

down the a is le.

I f  you're wonder ing whether or  not  to do a f i rst
look on your wedding day,  here are some ideas to

consider.

W O N D E R I N G  I F  A  F I R S T  L O O K  I S
R I G H T  F O R  Y O U ?

4.N O .

_________________________________

FIRST LOOK



0 1 .  A  F I R S T  L O O K  G I V E S  Y O U  Q U I E T  M O M E N T  A L O N E

Wedding days go by in a blur .  As soon as the day begins there is  so
much to do and so many people to see.  Doing a f i rst  look wi l l  g ive
the two of  you a moment a lone (with a camera shoot ing from afar)  to
soak i t  a l l  in  and th ink through what the day means to you.

______________________________________________________________

0 2 .  M O R E  T I M E  F O R  P I C T U R E S  &  Y O U R  R E C E P T I O N

When you have a f i rst  look,  we can take pictures of  the two of  you,
the br idal  party,  and some fami ly p ictures before the ceremony even
begins.  This makes the day less rushed and al lows us to take more
pictures too!
Once you're marr ied,  we won't  need as much t ime set  as ide for
photos and you can get to your cocktai l  hour and recept ion sooner!

______________________________________________________________

0 3 .  P O S S I B L Y  A V O I D  B A D  W E A T H E R

If  there's  bad weather on the forecast ,  a  f i rst  look gives you the
opt ion to get  p ictures done ear l ier  in  the day and possibly avoid
being stuck in the ra in!

______________________________________________________________

0 4 .  G E T  O U T  A L L  Y O U R  T E A R S  W I T H O U T  T H E
A U D I E N C E

A f i rst  look give both of  you a moment to cry without the audience of
al l  your wedding guests.  You can get a l l  your tears out  knowing
you' l l  have t ime to freshen up before pictures too.



First look or
not, the first
time you see

each other on
your wedding

day will be
special. 



B U I L D I N G  T H E  P E R F E C T

5.N O .

Whether you choose to do a f i rst  look or  the tradit ional  (not  seeing
each other unt i l  the br ide walks down the a is le) ,  we' l l  work with you

to create the perfect  wedding day schedule.  Take a look at  the
examples below to get a general  idea of  when to plan for  photos on

your wedding day.

_________________________________

WEDDING DAY
TIMELINE



W I T H  A

_________________________________

1 2 : 0 0  P M C O V E R A G E  B E G I N S  &  D E T A I L  S H O T S

1 2 : 4 5  P M B R I D E  G E T S  D R E S S E D  +  F I R S T  L O O K  W I T H  D A D

1 : 0 0  P M B R I D A L  P O R T R A I T S  +  B R I D E S  A N D  B R I D E S M A I D  P O R T R A I T S

1 : 3 0  P M G R O O M ' S  F I N A L  P R E P A R A T I O N S  &  D E T A I L S

2 : 0 0  P M G R O O M  +  G R O O M S M E N  P O R T R A I T S

2 : 3 0  P M F I R S T  L O O K  P O R T R A I T S

3 : 1 5  P M B R I D A L  P A R T Y  P H O T O S

4 : 0 0  P M H I D E  B R I D E  A W A Y

4 : 3 0  P M C E R E M O N Y  D E T A I L  S H O T S

5 : 0 0  P M C E R E M O N Y  B E G I N S

5 : 3 0  P M F A M I L Y  P H O T O S  +  C O C K T A I L  H O U R

6 : 1 5  P M P H O T O G R A P H  R E C E P T I O N  A R E A  +  D E T A I L S

6 : 3 0  P M R E C E P T I O N  B E G I N S

6 : 4 0  P M G R A N D  E N T R A N C E  +  F I R S T  D A N C E

6 : 4 5  P M D I N N E R  I S  S E R V E D

7 : 1 5  P M T O A S T S ,  S P E C I A L  D A N C E S ,  &  D A N C I N G

8 : 0 0  P M E X I T  P H O T O S  +  C O V E R A G E  E N D SFI
R

ST
  L

O
O

K
first look timeline example



A  F E W  H E L P F U L  T I P S  +  T R I C K S

6.N O .

___________________________________________________

C R O W D  M A N A G E M E N T

It 's  great  i f  you can assign a fr iend or  fami ly
member to help make sure we have everyone

we need for  fami ly  photos.  This person
should know who everyone on the photo l ist
is  but  not  be in too many photos themselves.

_____________________________________________

S H O R T  +  S W E E T

Fami ly photos aren't  anyone's favor i te part
of  a wedding day and we try to take them as
eff ic ient ly  as possible.  With that  said,  keep
in mind that  every grouping typical ly  takes
2-3 minutes to pose.  We want to make sure
we get a l l  the fami ly  photos that  need to be
taken without cutt ing into your cocktai l  hour

or recept ion too much!

K E E P  Y O U R  F A M I L Y  I N  T H E  L O O P

It  makes the whole process of  fami ly  photos
faster  when everyone in them knows what to
expect.  Let  your fami ly  members (or  anyone

else who wi l l  be in  a photo)  to st ick around as
soon as the ceremony ends so that  we don't

have to take extra t ime f inding everyone
who's walked away.

_____________________________________________

C R E A T E  A  L I S T

We' l l  ask you for  a l ist  of  fami ly  p icture
groupings a few weeks before the day of
your wedding.  P lease make sure you l ist

everyone's f i rst  name so that  we know who
to cal l  for  when we're grouping people

together for  a photo.
(There's  a template below that 's  super easy

to customize!)

FAMILY PORTRAITS



W I T H O U T  A  F I R S T  L O O K

_________________________________

1 : 0 0  P M C O V E R A G E  B E G I N S  &  D E T A I L  S H O T S

2 : 0 0  P M B R I D E  G E T S  D R E S S E D  +  F I R S T  L O O K  W I T H  D A D

2 : 3 0  P M B R I D A L  P O R T R A I T S  +  B R I D E S  A N D  B R I D E S M A I D  P O R T R A I T S

3 : 3 0  P M G R O O M  +  G R O O M S M E N  P O R T R A I T S

4 : 0 0  P M P H O T O G R A P H  C E R E M O N Y  S I T E

4 : 3 0  P M P H O T O G R A P H  G U E S T S  E N T E R I N G  C E R E M O N Y

5 : 0 0  P M C E R E M O N Y  B E G I N S

5 : 3 0  P M F A M I L Y  P H O T O S  +  C O C K T A I L  H O U R

5 : 4 5  P M B R I D A L  P A R T Y  P H O T O S

6 : 1 0  P M B R I D E  +  G R O O M  P O R T R A I T S

6 : 4 5  P M P H O T O G R A P H  R E C E P T I O N  A R E A

7 : 0 0  P M R E C E P T I O N  B E G I N S

7 : 1 0  P M G R A N D  E N T R A N C E  +  F I R S T  D A N C E

7 : 1 5  P M D I N N E R  I S  S E R V E D

8 : 0 0  P M T O A S T S ,  S P E C I A L  D A N C E S ,  &  D A N C I N G

9 : 0 0  P M E X I T  P H O T O S  +  C O V E R A G E  E N D S

3 : 0 0  P M G R O O M ' S  F I N A L  P R E P A R A T I O N S  &  D E T A I L S

T
R
A
D
IT
IO
N
A
L

traditional timeline example



B R I D E ' S  G R A N D P A R E N T S◻︎

B R I D E ' S  I M M E D I A T E  F A M I L Y  +  G R A N D P A R E N T S◻︎

B R I D E ' S  I M M E D I A T E  F A M I L Y◻︎

B R I D E ' S  S I B L I N G S◻︎

B R I D E ' S  P A R E N T S◻︎

G R O O M ' S  G R A N D P A R E N T S◻︎

G R O O M ' S  I M M E D I A T E  F A M I L Y  +  G R A N D P A R E N T S◻︎

G R O O M ' S  I M M E D I A T E  F A M I L Y◻︎

G R O O M ' S  S I B L I N G S◻︎

G R O O M ' S  P A R E N T S◻︎

P R I N T  &  C U S T O M I Z E  T H I S  L I S T !

sample family photo list  

https://www.canva.com/design/DAFSUnma-Po/sk9C4zuhIeYv6uhTeeVocg/view?utm_content=DAFSUnma-Po&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink&mode=preview
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFSUnma-Po/sk9C4zuhIeYv6uhTeeVocg/view?utm_content=DAFSUnma-Po&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink&mode=preview


7.N O .

______________________

R E C E P T I O N

During your recept ion,  I  wi l l  be taking
photos of  the speeches and dancing as

wel l  as candid shots of  your guests.  I  wi l l
a lways be avai labe to grab a photo of

you with a group of  guests that  may have
not been in a p lanned group photo.  I  love

being your personal  paparazzi !

G R A N D  E X I T

Grand exits  are such a fun bookend to your day!  They
typical ly  consist  of  a human tunnel  a long with

sparklers,  bubbles,  g low st icks or  something else to
celebrate with!  

I t  is  helpful  i f  you can designate a few people attending
your recept ion to help organize people into two l ines

and distr ibute whatever they wi l l  holding.
I f  you're up for  i t ,  I  l ike to have couples run through the

tunnel  twice to make sure we get that  EPIC send off
photo!

RECEPTION + GRAND EXIT



I N  A  C U R A T E D  O N L I N E  G A L L E R Y

8.N O .

L I N K  T O  G A L L E R Y  H E R E

H O W  I T  W O R K S

One of  my favor i te parts of  the wedding
exper ience is  del iver ing your beaut i fu l  gal lery of
images!  When your photos are edited and ready,
you' l l  receive a l ink to your onl ine gal lery.  This is

a URL where you wi l l  have access to a l l  of  your
images at  h igh resolut ion.  You can scrol l  through,
v iew, and download them at  any t ime.  You' l l  a lso
be able to share th is  l ink with fr iends and fami ly

so they can re l ive your best  day with you!

IMAGE DELIVERY

view a sample gallery 

https://patriciaparralesphotos.client-gallery.com/gallery/giando-the-motas-wedding-gallery


9.N O .

Heirloom

A L B U M  D E S I G N

A few weeks after  your wedding (once
you've received your onl ine gal lery!)  we
can start  designing your wedding a lbum.
The process is  super easy and you' l l  get

to pick exact ly  how you want i t .

__________________

WEDDING 
ALBUM

The highest quality albums for your
most treasured moments. these quality

books will live on for generations.



P I C K  Y O U R  O P T I O N S

You' l l  have the chance to pick out  your
album size,  mater ia l  and color .  I  have a

page out l in ing a l l  of  the choices!

E N J O Y  Y O U R  A L B U M

Once everything looks good to go and
you l ike the layout,  I  wi l l  order your

album and have i t  sent d irect ly  to you.

A L B U M  P A G E  L A Y O U T

Once your opt ions are selected,  I ' l l
create the page layouts using the best
of  your wedding day photos.  When I 'm
done I ' l l  send a proof your way and we
can make any changes you want.

_____________________________________________

_______

_______

_______

1.

2.

3.

F E E L  F R E E  T O  S H O O T  M E  A N
E M A I L  W I T H  A N Y  Q U E S T I O N S !

album design process



G E T  I N  T O U C H

Thank you for  trust ing me to capture your
specia l  day!  I f  you need to contact  me at  any
point  dur ing the planning process,  feel  f ree to
shoot me an emai l  or  text  me!

__________________________________________

I N F O @ E A S T R I V E R P H O T O G R A P H E R . C O M

E A S T R I V E R P H O T O G R A P H E R . C O M

THANK  YOU


