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Marriage

Best friends for 15 

years & married for 5

Charleston, SC

We take 5+ trips a year  

& feel like the locals

The Pups

Our *big* fur babies

Football Season

She’s a Hokie

He’s a Flame 

Succulents

I have a slight  

obsession

All Things British

Oi! Fancy a  

cuppa?

All the Details

I love to talk all things 

planning & details

Pink Peonies

My favorite flowers in 

my bridal bouquet

Media

He is proficient in 

photo & video

Apple

He knows all the  

latest tech

Coke

He has a coke with a 

lime every meal

Twenty One Pilots

His favorite band  

& concert

S h e  l o v e s . . .

H e  l o v e s . . .

W e  l o v e . . .

We’re Emily and James and we’re the husband and wife team 
that make up Emily Hancock Photography! We believe that 
getting to know our clients is the number one way to ensure a fun 
experience and photos that reflect our couple’s unique personalities. 

So we’d love to tell you a little about us! 

- We have been friends since 6th grade and are high school 

sweethearts!

- We’ve been married since 5.16.15 (Best. Day. Ever.)

- We live in Lynchburg, Virginia but we love to travel!

- We don’t have children (yet!), but we do have two spoiled pups, 

Kimber (our mudblood rescue) and Phoebe (our pureblood rottweiler).

- James and I started the business together in 2015 while we were just

newlyweds in college.

- We love creating beautiful images but more importantly, we love 

serving couples on the greatest day of their lives!!

H e l l o 
T h e r e !
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H O W  T H E  V E N D O R S 
W E R E  C H O S E N :

This FREE resource was put together by yours truly with the help of my 
lovely Emily Hancock Brides! One of the most common questions I 
receive from new #emilyhancockbrides is what vendors do I recommend? 
I hope that this guide will help you in finding the perfect vendors that fit 
your wedding day needs! 

I asked my past EHP couples their opinions on the vendors they hired 
and of course, I have my opinions working with these vendors on the 
wedding day. In addition to this insight, James and I have worked with 
several vendors over the years and have learned who gives our clients the 
best experience on their wedding day. 

We think it is so important to find vendors for your day that will not only 
offer the best service but also the best experience. 

These businesses are in this booklet based on past experiences so no one 
is paying to be in this guide. As a bonus, I also included some tips on 
why you should consider hiring these vendors in each category along with 
bonus tips and fun facts!!

And if you 
skipped all 

that...
basically these 

wedding 
professionals 

did not pay for 
their names to 
be mentioned. 
They are in this 
guide because 
they are truly 

AWESOME!!
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D R E S S E S
( F O R  Y O U R  E N G A G E M E N T  S E S S I O N )

V I C I  D O L L S

R E V O LV E

B H L D N

L U L U S

One of the first things my brides ask me for is where on earth do you get the 
perfect engagement session dress?! Our couples receive a complimentary 
engagement session with their wedding experience. When we plan this 
session I always encourage my couples to bring a dressy outfit and a more 
casual fun outfit. 

This session is a special occasion celebrating this amazing life ahead with 
each other so wearing something that is a little more fancy gives your 
photos a unique high end look! We love this opportunity to get to know 
our couples before their wedding day and it’s a huge part of the secret to 
beautiful wedding day photos!  

I know it’s always nerve racking to order a dress online but according to my 
past brides, these companies offer a great experience for their customers if 
you need to return anything or need a different size. So if you are looking 
for a beautiful flow-y engagement session dress check out these sites! 

M O R N I N G  L A V E N D E R

A M A Z O N

S U R P R I S E  B O N U S 
S E C T I O N ! 
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https://www.vicicollection.com/
https://www.revolve.com/dresses/br/a8e981/
https://www.bhldn.com/categories/formal-dresses
https://www.lulus.com/categories/13/dresses.html
https://morninglavender.com/collections/dresses
https://www.amazon.com/


P L A N N I N G

C A R L E Y  E L I Z A B E T H  W E D D I N G S

O N E  F I N E  D AY  E V E N T S

A L L  T H E  D A I N T Y  D E TA I L S

This is the first vendor that is usuaully overlooked because everyone has 
“a friend or family member” that can help them. I know that this free 
help sounds enticing but if their experience was a wedding they helped 
with 5+ years ago that may not be the best help for you. 

Most of the time that “friend” doesn’t have the knowledge to save you 
money throughout the planning process, be an unbiased opinion, work 
your entire wedding day, and keep you stress free throughout the entire 
process. The world of weddings changes so much and trends change! 
You need someone that has adapted with the times.

Unfortunately, when there is no planner or coordinator, that role is left 
on my shoulders, your wedding photographer. Which means this can 
take away my focus on providing beautiful images and capturing candid 
moments! Please consider having someone coordinating your day so 
that you, your family, and bridal party can all relax and enjoy the day! 

T I N A  L A N E  E V E N T S

G A R D E N  R O S E  E V E N T S
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J U L I E  R U P E RT  E V E N T S

B O U N D L E S S  L O V E  E V E N T S

https://www.carleyelizabethweddings.com/
http://onefinedayroanoke.com/
http://www.allthedaintydetails.com/
https://tinalaneevents.com/
https://www.gardenroseevents.com/
https://www.julierupertevents.com/
https://boundlessloveevents.com/


V I D E O G R A P H Y

D E L E  R O C K S O N  M E D I A

I R O N  &  I V Y  F I L M S

M I C H A E L ’ S  V I D E O

Videography is one of the other key vendors that can be overlooked 
because of the budget. James and I unfortunately didn’t have a videography 
team on our wedding day and I have to say that that is the only regret 
I have from our wedding. If I could go back in time I would invest in a 
videographer and so that is why I recommend this to our couples!

If you are looking to invest in a video team it is important that you hire 
an experienced team that knows what they are doing. We encourage our 
EHP couples to consider hiring a well seasoned videographer (usually 
investing in $2,000+) to capture their wedding day! 

Hiring a videographer for less than $2,000 usually results in a less 
experienced vendor which can create problems on the wedding day.  These 
videographers I have listed have the incredible skills and knowledge to 
capture your wedding day perfectly. They offer  a personal and fun client 
experience and we love working with them every chance we get! 

F I L M  A N D  F L O U R I S H

M N F  P R O D U C T I O N S

A B B E Y  D I L L A R D  V I D E O
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https://www.delerocksonmedia.com/
https://ironandivyfilms.com/
https://www.michaelsvideova.com/
http://filmandflourish.com/
https://www.mnfproductions.com/
https://abbeydillard.com/videography


B R I D A L  S H O P

A S H L E Y  G R A C E  B R I D A L

S T U D I O  I  D O  B R I D A L S

M I L K  &  H O N E Y  B R I D E

C E L E B R AT I O N  B R I D A L

Bridal shops have changed so much since I was a bride. 
The client experience has evolved to be a truly unique 
bridal experience! 

It’s not just browsing the racks aimlessly looking for 
a dress that is in your size. No matter which shop you 
stop by, all of these bridal shops have excellent client 
experience! 

You know how I know that?? My brides talk to ME, 
their photographer, about how amazing they are! That 
doesn’t always happen with all their vendors.  So I highly 
recommend these boutiques.

C H A N T I L LY  L A C E  B R I D A L S

C H U R C H  S T R E E T  B R I D A L

13 14

https://ashleygracebridal.com/
https://www.studioido.com/roanoke
http://www.milkandhoneybride.com/
https://www.celebrationbridal.com/
https://www.chantillylacebridals.com/
http://www.churchstreetbridal.com/


F L O R A L

L O V E  B L O O M S  B Y  D O Y L E S

P E TA L  F L O W E R  C O

R O S E  &  B E E  O R G A N I C S  ( F A U X )

C U L P E P E R  W E D D I N G  F L O R I S T

Some brides often want to save money in this category. I 
know that floral departments in grocery stores or craft stores 
like Michaels seem like a cheap alternative but I have seen 
so many of those bouquet wilt or fall apart even before the 
ceremony! 

I highly recommend getting at least your bridal bouquet 
professionally done by a florist so that I can use it for your 
bridal detail photos! 

As a bonus, I even included the best faux flowers company 
I have worked with. These sisters are based in Arizona and 
offer stunning faux bouquets and bouts!

F L O W E R S  B Y  G L O R I O S A

C A R A  C A I T  C R E AT I V E
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http://lovebloomsbydoyles.com/
https://petalflowerco.com/
https://www.roseandbeeorganics.com/
https://www.culpeperweddingflorist.com/
https://flowersbygloriosa.com/
https://www.caracaitcreative.com/


M U S I C

F R E D DY  M A C

B O B B Y  H A S H

S A M  H I L L  E N T E RTA I N M E N T

If reception and dancing photos are important to you, then choosing 
a good DJ or Band is crucial!! These talented gentlemen and bands 
have years of experience and know how to read a crowd. 

This vendor is also responsible for guiding you and your guests 
through cocktail hour and the reception. They make sure the party 
keeps going without any awkward lulls. 

I know that if any of these vendors are at your wedding, your dance 
floor will be packed all night long! R S P  E N T E RTA I N M E N T

T H E  D E L O R E A N S  B A N D

G U Y T O N  M O B I L E  D J

D J ’ S  &  M U S I C I A N S

B A N D S
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H A R P I S T :  V A N E S S S A  P U T N A M

S T R I N G  Q U A RT E T  N O V A

https://djfreddymac.com/
http://www.bobbyhash.com/
https://www.samhillbands.com/
http://rspentertainment.com/
https://artistecard.com/thedeloreansband
http://www.guytonmobiledj.com/
https://www.instagram.com/harpist.vanessa/
https://www.instagram.com/stringquartetnova/


C A T E R I N G

M I S S I O N  B B Q

P U M P E R N I C K E L  P I C K L E 
C AT E R I N G

B L U E  R I D G E  C AT E R I N G

P U R P L E  D O O R  C AT E R I N G
Catering is for sure one of the most expensive parts of a 
wedding. However, this is one of the biggest things you 
and your guests will remember! We highly recommend 
these talented chefs and companies to all of our brides.

Each caterer specializes in their own thing too, so check 
them all out!! Their category is catering but really their 
work could pass as art! 

Guests always rave about these talented chefs and I have 
only heard great things about their service.

A  S H A R P E R  P A L AT E

F A R M H O U S E  C AT E R I N G
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https://mission-bbq.com/catering
http://www.pumpernickelpicklecatering.com/
http://www.pumpernickelpicklecatering.com/
https://blueridgecatering.net/
http://purpledoorcatering.com/
https://sharperpalate.com/
https://www.farmhouse-meals.com/


C A K E S

A N G E L A  H U D S O N  C A K E S

S U G A R  B L U S H  B A K E RY

B A R R I S T E R ’ S  B A K E RY

I know that some wedding magazines and blogs say 
cake is old school but these talented bakers will beg to 
differ! These bakery artists have crazy imagination and 
experience to create a modern take on wedding cakes, 
cupcakes and more! 

There is a reason I recommend these ladies because their 
cakes are made from scratch and are so delicious. Don’t 
miss my desserts recommendations next, this section is 
just for cake ya’ll!

B U B B L E  C A K E

C A S E Y ’ S  C A K E S
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P R I C E L E S S  C U P S  &  C A K E S

https://www.angelahudsoncakes.com/index.html
https://www.sugarblushbakery.com/
http://www.barristersbakeryllc.com/
https://bubblecake.com/
https://caseyscakes.com/
https://www.facebook.com/PricelessCupsAndCakes/


D E S S E R T S  &  C O F F E E

R O O K I E S  I C E  C R E A M  S H O P

T H E  M U S E  C O F F E E  C O

M A M A  C R O C K E T T ’ S 
C I D E R  D O N U T S

I LOVE sharing these vendors because  my favorite dessert is 
actually ice cream and cookies! I am also loving the movement 
in the wedding world to include fun and unique desserts like 
donuts, coffee, specialty cookies, and ice cream trucks!! 

I know you’ve seen some amazing dessert displays at weddings 
and on pinterest and you may want to do that for your wedding 
day. I have seen amazing work like that in person by these 
vendors!! 

Some of them have the cutest food trucks that come to your 
reception and serve your guests in style! Every wedding that has 
had food trucks there have been a huge hit.

Bonus tip: Save money on favors and offer these sweet treats as 
your favors instead!

S W E E T S  B Y  S T E V I E

P A S T E L  C R E AT I V E  C O N F E C T I O N S

H I L LT O P  C O O K I E  S H O P
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http://www.eatatrookies.co/
https://themusecoffee.co/
https://www.mamacrocketts.com/
https://www.mamacrocketts.com/
https://www.facebook.com/sweetbakesbystevie/
https://www.pastelroanoke.com/
https://hilltopcookieshop.weebly.com/#/


H A I R  &  M A K E U P

H A I R  B Y  E M I LY  M I L L E R

L A C I  F O R E  M A K E U P  A RT I S T RY
( A I R  B R U S H )

I N  Y O U R  F A C E  M A K E U P  A RT

Hair & makeup is another thing that a lot of brides like to DIY. I cannot stress 
enough that hiring these pros is so important. These wedding professionals 
know that wedding days have timelines and they keep your bridal party on 
track to be ready for photos. This is especially true for larger bridal parties!

It is also a good idea to hire someone for hair & makeup so that you and your 
bridal party look fresh and beautiful for the entire day. DIY makeup never lasts 
and most of the time curls fall out before the ceremony... I know you and your 
girls don’t want that!

Bonus Tip: Some stylists include a trial so you can test out your bridal look 
with your engagement session or bridal portraits. 

L O C K S  A N D  L A S H E S

M A K E U P  B Y  S U M M E R

M A N E S  B Y  LY O N S
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https://www.facebook.com/hairbyemiline/
https://www.laciforemakeupartistry.com/
https://www.laciforemakeupartistry.com/
https://www.inyourfacemakeupart.com/
https://www.locksandlashesva.com/home-1
https://www.makeupbysummer.com/
https://www.facebook.com/manesbylyons/


P A P E R  &  A R T I N V I TAT I O N S :  L I N D S E Y  N I C O L E  L E T T E R I N G

C U S T O M  A RT :  J U L I A  M .  P H I L L I P S  A RT

C E R E M O N Y  A RT I S T :  B E K A H  K I N N E

These vendors are the ones with design skills that are out of this world. 
Whether it is art for your guest book, art for your new home together, 
beautiful invitation suites, menus, or other wedding paper needs, these 
talented ladies got you covered! 

Ceremony painting is becoming a very popular trend and it is such 
a unique way to showcase this special moment in your home. Bekah 
Kinne put this painting up on display during the reception so their 
guests could see Chad & Mehgan’s ceremony at Glass Hill Venue. It 
was a huge hit and now hangs in their home!!

Fun fact: We used Ms. Kyle at our wedding and used her artwork as 
our wedding favors! Our friends and family LOVED this idea and I 
know from experience wedding guests love this unique gift so much. 

C A R I C AT U R E  A RT I S T-
K Y L E  E D G E L L
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I N V I TAT I O N S :  D E S I G N S  B Y  A L L I S O N  R E N E

C U S T O M  C L AY  J E W E L RY :  C L AY  T R E A S U R E S

B O U Q U E T  A RT : 
B L O S S O M  A N D  R H Y M E  D E S I G N S

C E R E M O N Y  A RT I S T :  S I N C E R E LY  S A R A H  S T U D I O S

S T Y L I N G  &  R I N G  B O X E S : 
T H E  S T Y L I N G  R E S E R V E

D E C O R  &  S I G N A G E : 
H E A RT  O F  P I N E  D E S I G N  C O

http://lindseynicolem.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Julia-M-Phillips-292979888281714/
https://www.instagram.com/bekah.kinne/
https://www.kyleedgell.com/
https://www.kyleedgell.com/
https://designsbyallisonrene.wixsite.com/home
https://www.instagram.com/clay_treasures/
https://www.instagram.com/blossomandrhymedesigns/
https://www.sincerelysarahstudios.com/
https://thestylingreserve.com/
https://thestylingreserve.com/
https://www.etsy.com/shop/HeartofPineDesignCo


P R I N T I N G  &  A L B U M S

K I S S  B O O K S
( O U R  A L B U M  C O M P A N Y )

I N V I TAT I O N  O R D E R I N G - 
M I N T E D

These are the companies we use and recommend to our couples!  My 
couples are able to order professional prints online right through 
their online gallery. We make this process of ordering prints so easy 
and the prints will be shipped directly to our couple’s home! 

Our Wedding Experience with an album can be fully customized to 
share this special heirloom with your friends and family for years to 
come! These albums are the highest quality products with the paper 
that never fades. The leather, suede, and linen options are simply 
beautiful and our couples love having this high end heirloom to 
display in their homes!

Fun Fact: Minted keeps your address book saved on your account 
to use for future mailings such as thank you notes and Christmas 
cards!

M I L L E R S  P R O F E S S I O N A L  I M A G I N G
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https://www.kiss.us/
https://www.kiss.us/
https://www.minted.com/
https://www.minted.com/
https://www.millerslab.com/home


M I S C E L L A N E O U S

R E N TA L S :  H A P P I LY  E V E R  A F T E R  R E N TA L S

S E A M S T R E S S :  S E W  S A V A N N A

T R A S N P O RTAT I O N : 
E M E R A L D  L I M O U S I N E  S E R V I C E

P E T  S I T T I N G :  P E T S  S P O I L E D  R O T T E N

These vendors are often forgotten but SO so needed on the 
wedding day. They don’t have a category really but I added this 
fun miscellaneous section as a bonus for you!

I also included my favorite travel agent who does an excellent job 
planning fabulous honeymoons! So definitely  check out these 
businesses for your wedding day. 

Fun fact: James and I use Pets Spoiled Rotten to watch our pups 
when we are out of town for weddings. She is wonderful!

T R A V E L  A G E N T :  E R I N  L A F O O N

S E A M S T R E S S :  S E W  R I G H T  L L C
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R E N TA L S :  F E S T I V E  F A R E  R E N TA L S

T R A V E L  A G E N T :  C O N N O I S S E U R  T R A V E L

F I R E W O R K S :  V I R G I N I A  S K Y P A I N T E R S

P H O T O B O O T H :  M O X B O X

F A I RY TA L E   D R E A M E R S : 
C L A S S I C  C A R R I A G E  V A

S P R AY  TA N N I N G :  S U N K I S S E D  B Y  B E T H A N Y

https://happilyrented.com/
https://www.facebook.com/sewsavanna/
https://www.emeraldlimousineservice.com/home.html
https://www.emeraldlimousineservice.com/home.html
https://www.petsspoiledrotten.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Erin-Lafoon-Affilate-of-Academy-Travel-specializing-in-Disney-Vacations-104460037795594/
https://www.facebook.com/Sew-Right-LLC-of-Roanoke-VA-778272695535084
https://www.festivefarerentals.com/
https://www.ctltd.com/index.html
https://www.franciscodisplayfireworks.com/
http://getmoxbox.com/
https://www.classiccarriageva.com/
https://www.sunkissedbybethany.com/


I’m so glad you grabbed this free resource for your wedding planning! 

:) My hope is that this guide will help you bring your wedding day 

vision to life and form your very own dream team! Make sure to let 

them know I sent ya because we love working together!! 

Enjoy this season of engagement and get excited about your BIG 

DAY because it’s going to be fabulous! Plan and prepare but always 

remember that at the end of the day,  you’re marrying the love of your 

life and that’s all that really matters. 

Congratulations on your engagement and I look forward to hearing 

how I can serve you & your fiance on your wedding day with wedding 

photography! Be sure to visit my BLOG to view my most recent 

engagement sessions, weddings, and more free education like this 

guide!

T H A N K  YO U !

Emily

I N Q U I R E  W I T H  U S  H E R E
33

https://www.emilyhancockphotography.com/blog
https://www.emilyhancockphotography.com/contact

