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Hope deferred makes the heart sick, but a longing fulfilled is a tree of life. Proverbs 13:12 (NLT)

1. Hope arrives in places.

And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there
was no place for them in the inn. Luke 2:7 (ESV)

2. Hope is seen by those who are for it.

And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, | bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For
unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. Luke 2:10 (ESV)

3. Hope changes everything because God is

All of this occurred to fulfill the Lord’s message through his prophet: “Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will give
birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel, which means ‘God is with us.” Matthew 1:22-23 (NLT)

| pray that God, the source of hope, will fill you completely with joy and peace because you trust in him. Then you will
overflow with confident hope through the power of the Holy Spirit. Romans 15:13 (NLT)
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Hope deferred makes the heart sick, but a longing fulfilled is a tree of life. Proverbs 13:12 (NLT)

1. Hope arrives in humble places.

And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there
was no place for them in the inn. Luke 2:7 (ESV)

2. Hope is seen by those who are looking for it.

And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, | bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For
unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. Luke 2:10 (ESV)

3. Hope changes everything because God is with us.

All of this occurred to fulfill the Lord’s message through his prophet: “Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will give
birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel, which means ‘God is with us.” Matthew 1:22-23 (NLT)

| pray that God, the source of hope, will fill you completely with joy and peace because you trust in him. Then you will
overflow with confident hope through the power of the Holy Spirit. Romans 15:13 (NLT)



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS December 7,2025

CONNECT

Talk about a moment, or season, of your life when just a glimmer of hope caused you to pause, and gave you a
confidence that everything was going to be ok...

ENGAGE

What portion of the weekend’s message connected the most deeply with you about hoping coming right into
a specific need in your life?

%Et?s\tyctions make it hard for you to notice God’s work around you?

- How can we practice being alert and expectant like the shepherds?

- From the message, how can Anna’s decades of waiting teach us about patience and hope?
- What is one practical way you can share hope with someone this week?

- How does acting quickly when you see hope impact others around you?

- Which part of your life needs Jesus’ hope to transform it right now?

CHALLENGE

Write down one area of hopelessness in your life where you need Jesus to step into. I[dentify it. Name
it. Pray over it. You can pray, “Jesus... you know this is THE area in my life where | feel the most
hopeless. But | know you came to bring hope because You ARE hope. You're the only one that can
heal this in my life. | need hope... | need You."



