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Jesus the King

Who is Jesus and what is the Bible really about?  
The Bible is one story that leads to Jesus.  Jesus is at the center of every part of the Bible.  

Jesus is the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.  He is woven like a tapestry 
throughout the entire Bible.   
God created the world by words. He created man in His own image  (Genesis 1:28)  and man was meant 
to rule and reign over the earth as part of the kingdom of heaven, or the kingdom of God. 

When Adam and Eve ate of the tree, sin entered the world.  Man lost his right to rule; he had voluntarily 
turned over his domain to the enemy.   

But God had a plan of redemption 

Jesus was always the plan.   He was the “lamb slain from the foundation of the world.” (Revelation 13:8)  
He was the “seed” spoken of by God in Genesis 3:15.  The reader follows this “seed” through the Bible, 
looking and waiting for the One who will come and save the people and restore God’s kingdom on earth. 

Prophecies of Jesus 
Throughout scripture we see repeated themes and patterns that all point to Jesus.  Words were spoken 
throughout the centuries prophesying about this “seed,” this Messiah, who would come to save his 
people. The prophecies were hidden and spoken in mysteries (1 Corinthians 2:6-8) so that the rulers of 
this world would not be able to prevent His coming.  

The Word 
God created the world with words, and all the prophecies of Jesus had to be through words.  Everything 
was prophesied, in a mystery, but it all led to exactly who Jesus would be.  But when the fulness of time 
was come, these words came together and formed the seed, that combined with a young virgin (seed of a 
woman) became the Son of God, the Word. (John 1:1) 

This WORD, Jesus, through his death and resurrection, conquered death and the principalities of 
darkness.  He restored the kingdom of God, the kingdom of heaven.  We reign with Him as the body of 
Christ.  And we can reign in this life with him and in the life to come.  (Romans 5:17, 21) 

This curriculum, Finding Jesus, is designed to do just that.  He can be found from Genesis to Revelation.
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READ THIS FIRST! 
Teaching the Lessons 

This guide is meant to be a Bible study for the instructor. 
These lessons are not written as a script, nor designed to tell you exactly what to say.  The lessons are 
written to help you gain a better understanding of the passages in the Bible.   

Each lesson is designed to put the Bible into perspective by showing the historical context, Biblical 
context, and what was happening on or around that time. Some lessons refer back to the original meaning 
of the words - the original Hebrew language in which the Old Testament was written, or the Greek in 
which the New Testament was originally written. Each lesson has multiple cross-references to take the 
teacher to other places in scripture that are relevant to the story, and also to the message being taught.   
The author of this curriculum is not attempting to write theology, but to tell the reader a story and 
highlight other scriptures within the Bible so that the reader can decide.  The Bible is meant to be 
interpreted by the Bible.  It is the most complex piece of literature ever written, and contains over 63,000 
cross-references.  

1. Study the material. 
Before the lesson, read the Bible passages first.  Then study the notes and re-read the passage, 
multiple times if necessary.  If the references give the accounts in more than one book or passage, 
familiarize yourself with versions in all passages. When you study, always read a few verses before and 
a few verses after for context.  See if there is something that the Lord shows you that will enhance your 
telling of the story.    

The gospels can be challenging to teach, as there are multiple accounts in different gospels.  
Read and study all the passages in each gospel.  Take notes, combine the information in a way 
that will be helpful to you.  Then choose the gospel from which you prefer to teach that particular 
story.   Each lesson may have a different gospel that holds more information or present a more 
clear narrative, and is up to you as the teacher to choose the passage that speaks to you.   

This teacher guide contains many cross-references.  These are not-necessarily intended to be read to 
the students.  The cross-references are included for personal study of the material, and designed to 
help the teacher gain a deeper understanding of the material so they can give a better explanation to 
the students.   

2. Teach ONLY from the Bible.   
Read the lesson and know the material, but always teach from the Bible.   You do not need to read the 
Bible passage word for word, but can paraphrase it for your audience without changing the meaning.   
It is possible to put it into words that your audience will understand without changing the Word of 
God.   When you teach directly from the Bible, it allows the Holy Spirit to speak directly to the teacher 
and the students.  It gives the Holy Spirit the opportunity to emphasize what is in the passage that is 
specifically relevant to the listener.  The Word of God is alive and powerful!
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Teaching the Lessons: 

3. Help create a mental picture of the scene. 
Picture it like you were there.  This material is designed to tell the story in such a way that helps the 
listener imagine what it be like if they were there.  Elaborate on the story, and help them think about 
what the characters would have been thinking, doing and feeling, but also being careful to distinguish 
between what might be speculated, and the definitive details told in the Word.  

4. Ask a lot of questions.    
The lessons are designed to be interactive; they are not intended to be a lecture.  Ask a lot of 
questions, and allow your students to ask questions also.  Questions and discussions make the 
listeners think.  

You know your students!  Do not limit yourself to the discussion passages suggested in the 
material.  Feel free to make up your own questions, begin your own discussions.   Discuss things in 
the story that would be relevant to situations with which your students can understand.  And ask 
questions that encourage discussion.  Let the kids participate in the study of the Word of God. 

5. Relate to the characters.  
Remember that the Bible is a real story about real people doing real things.  Help your listeners to not 
see it as a distant story, but a story with characters with which they can relate. 

Finding Jesus in every lesson.  
Every lesson ends with “Jesus in the Story.”  The lessons in the gospels will point back to prophecies of 
Jesus.  The lessons in the Old Testament will point forward to the prophecies of Jesus.  He IS the Word of 
God, and the central core, focus, theme and meaning of the entire Bible.  Tell the story first, and 
incorporate the Jesus in the Story themes into the lesson, being sure to make Him the ultimate focus of 
everything you teach. 

Multiple Age Levels: 
This material is for ages 3-99.  You are the teacher.  A story you know is a story you can tell.   These 
lessons can be adapted to any age level.  If you are teaching to very young children, tell them the story 
in a way that they can understand.  If you are teaching to older children, give them more information.  
And if you are teaching to young people, you can bring in some of the cross-referenced scriptures, 
and discuss how they connect with the story.  If you teach to adults, use it as a full study guide to look 
up all the scriptures and discuss. Always teach a little above what you think they can understand; you 
may be surprised at the comprehension of your audience. 
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Teaching the Lessons: 

Weekly Lesson: 
1. Begin each week by discussing the lesson from the previous week.   Ask questions, see what the 

students remember from the last lesson. 

2. You do not have to teach the lessons in the order in this guide.  It is up to you if you would like to teach 
a certain theme, a certain story, or a certain time frame.  This is your classroom.  

3. Feel free to lead children to Jesus after each lesson or if you feel led by the Holy Spirit to do so.  You 
can tell by the response to the lesson if they are ready.  And remember, you know your students! 

Memory Verses and Questions:  
The lessons are designed with a memory verse and questions for the teacher to display to the class.  If 
you choose, you may ask the students to bring a “church notebook” where they may write down the 
memory verse every week.  Writing down the scripture will definitely help with memorization, and this 
will help the child learn the responsibility of keeping the notebook and bringing it every week. 

The teacher may also choose to give the children the questions on the display page.  The children can 
write down the questions and take them home to look up the answers, or simply write the answers in 
their book.  It is completely up to the teacher how to use these resources.   

Coloring Pages:  
Each lesson has a black and white coloring page.  If you have the ability to print copies, feel free to 
make copies and distribute these to the younger children.  If not, you may choose to have them 
recreate the illustration with their own drawing in their notebook. 

Get Creative! 
So many of the stories in the Bible can be acted out.  Many of the Psalms can be acted out.   

Have fun with it!  Creating a play or drama from a story helps the children remember the story.   
Let them help you design the play.  Let them put their own interpretation into the characters.  
Make it fun, and make the Bible memorable! 

Victorious Light 2025 All rights reserved.9Finding Jesus: Gospels



Teaching the Lesson:

A Den of Thieves
Matthew 21:6,12-17 
Mark 11:15-18; 13:2 
Luke 19:44-48; 21:6 

John 2:13-25

Life of Jesus

The story of Jesus cleansing the temple takes place in all four gospels.  But it takes some research to fully understand the story and 
determine exactly what is happening.  

Matthew, Mark, and Luke all have record of Jesus cleansing the temple near the very end of his ministry, less than a week before his 
death.  However, John also has a record of the cleansing of the temple at the very beginning of the ministry of Jesus, just days after his 
first miracle at Cana.  Both times Jesus did this was near the week of Passover. 

The incidents are so similar, why would Jesus do this twice, years apart?  First we will look at what he did, and then we will look at why. 

The first time Jesus did this was not very long after his ministry began.   

 What was the event that happened that launched the ministry of Jesus?   His baptism by John the Baptist.  

 What was his first miracle?  The water into wine at Cana.  This took place shortly after his baptism.  

Shortly after the wedding at Cana, Jesus went to Capernaum, and then on to Jerusalem.  In Jerusalem it was near the time of 
Passover, and this is the next story we see of Jesus.   

Jerusalem is the capital city, a large city.  Everyone came to worship God in Jerusalem.  Where would they worship?  At the temple.  

Jesus went into the temple, and found that people were using for a marketplace, they were selling things.  They had stalls set up, and 
were selling oxen, sheep, and doves, and the money changers were sitting and collecting money.   

Discuss: They were selling oxen, sheep and doves.  What do we know about these animals? Do they stink?  Oxen are very large.  
  Do oxen and sheep know where to use the toilet?  No.  They would have dropped manure everywhere; they   
  would have urinated all over the place.  They would have made the temple a mess. 

Jesus made a whip out of small cords, and drove them out of the temple.   

Discuss: Where did that come from?  What did he make it out of?  Where did he get the cords?  Maybe there were ropes there  
  for the animals?  Maybe he braided them together?  We aren’t told.  

He drove all of them out of the temple.   

Discuss: Do you know what a whip looks like?  Do you know what a whip feels like?  It has a whistle when it goes through the  
  air, and it has a snap when it hits a target.  Jesus probably started snapping the whip towards the people, the sheep,  
  the oxen, all of them, telling them, Get out of here!  The people are running to get out of the way.   

  He dumped out the money changers’ money; poured it on the floor and turned over the tables; he knocked them all  
  down.   They probably had the birds in cages sitting on the tables, and he knocked them over.  The cages may have  
  broken, and birds may have been flying around.     

Is this a big deal?  Yes.  This would have made news.  He tore up their marketplace, and made a whip and drove them out.   They did 
not have television or radio, but we can guess that everyone heard about this.    

Discuss: Why you think they were selling goods there?   

  Were they selling these animals so people could buy them for sacrifice? 

Then he said to the people that sold the doves, Take these things out of there and do not make my Father’s house a house of 
merchandise.  Maybe the people argued that they were selling them for sacrifices.  But did Jesus think this was okay?  

Then his disciples remembered that it was written, “The zeal of your house has eaten me up.” Psalm 69:9 

The Jews said to him, Can you tell us who gave you the authority to do this? 

Jesus responded, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.”
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They thought this was crazy.  They said, It took forty-six years to build this temple, and you will build it again in three days?  

But Jesus was talking about the temple of his body.   When he was risen from the dead, the disciples remembered that he 
had said this and they believed the scriptures.   

After this, he stayed in Jerusalem for the feast day, and he did many miracles.  But he did not trust them, and he did not 
need their testimony of him.  

***************************************** 

The next time this happened it was mentioned in all three gospels.  This time it happened the week before he was arrested, just days 
before he was crucified.   

Jesus went into the temple and began casting out all of the people that were buying and selling in the temple.   

Discuss: He told them a few years before to stop.  But are they still here?  Did they just set up their stuff again after he left the  
  first time?   

It was the same scene, except there is no reference to a whip this time.  He knocked over the tables of the money changers and he 
threw down the chairs of the people selling doves.  The people and animals are running, gathering their things and trying to get out 
of the way.  The birds may have been flying around.  It was quite a sight to see.    

It is mentioned more than once that Jesus seemed to focus on those who were selling the doves.  It could be because the dove 
sellers would be selling to the poorest people.  The poor could not afford the larger sacrifices and would sacrifice a dove, or 
pigeon.   

This was Passover week. This was their largest annual opportunity to make money.  Everyone came from all around, not only 
from surrounding cities, but many people would travel to Jerusalem at Passover.  The people would have to have animals to 
offer for Passover sacrifice.  It would be like a tourist attraction.  The merchants knew where the people would be, and what they 
would be buying.  The prices might have even been higher because they knew people needed these things.  

Discuss: This would have made news.  These people probably prepared for this sales event all year, and they may have relied  
  on the money they made during this week to use throughout the year.   Jesus shut it all down, and did not care about  
  their financial opportunities.   They were violating the temple of God.   

Jesus said, Isn’t it written, “My house shall be called a house of prayer,” (Isaiah 56:7) but you have made it a den of thieves.  

But then Jesus did something else.  After he kicked everyone else out of the temple, the crippled and the blind people came to them, and 
he healed them.  Isn’t this what the temple is supposed to be for?  

The priests and scribes saw the wonderful things that Jesus did, and the people that he healed.  The children in the temple were 
loudly calling out in the temple, saying Hosanna to the Son of David! 

When the priests saw that Jesus was healing all the people, were they happy for the people that got well? Absolutely not.  They were very 
upset, and even more upset that the children were praising Jesus.   

The word, “Hosanna,” literally means, “Save us!”  It is a cry for salvation. But it has a double meaning and also means “praise,” or 
adoration.    

The priests said to Jesus, “Do you hear what they are saying?”   They were basically telling Jesus, You should not let them say these things 
to you.  They should not be doing this.  And they wanted Jesus to put a stop to it.   But Jesus said,  Yes.  Have you never read, Out of the 
mouth of children and babies you have perfected praise? (Psalm 8:2)

A Den of Thieves
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What does this mean?  What is Jesus talking about? 

Jesus is talking about how children and babies praise him.  Have you ever showed a baby how to lift its hands to the Lord?  You 
can sing a song with a baby or a small child and show them how to lift their hands.  They do it.  They praise the Lord. And even 
though they may not really know seem to know what they are doing, Jesus is calling this “perfect praise.”  This means more than 
we can understand and it definitely means something to God.  (Matthew 18:1-4) 

The priests and scribes were very upset that the people admired Jesus.  They were looking for a way to destroy Jesus, but they were 
afraid of the people because everyone was amazed by him and he was so liked by the people.   

Jesus left, he went out of the city, and stayed in Bethany.  

*****************************************  

So, what does all this mean?  Why did Jesus tell everyone to get out of the temple, and why did he do it twice?  

Discuss: What is a temple, and what is it for?  Let the students give their answers. 

The temple was not always the temple.   Before it was the temple, it was called something else.  It was mobile, it was used in the 
wilderness.  It was called the tabernacle.  This was like a very large tent, that could be moved from one place to another.   

Where did the Israelites get the idea to build this tabernacle?   
Do you remember a very well known man who wrote five of the Old Testament books? 
This man was very famous in Egypt. He led the Israelites out of slavery in Egypt.  He also wrote the Ten Commandments: 

Moses.   

But where did Moses get the idea to build the tabernacle?  Where did he get the Ten Commandments?  Moses went up on a 
mountain for forty days and God spoke to him there.  He gave him the Ten Commandments, and the plans for this tabernacle.   

The temple.  The tabernacle.  Moses on the mountain.  All of these have a theme and are part of a picture that God was trying to illustrate. 

But we have to go back even further.  We have to go back to the very beginning.   

When God first made the world, where did he put people?  In the Garden of Eden.   

In this garden, who came and talked to them every day?  Who came and walked with them?  God.  He planned for the Garden of 
Eden to be the place where God would come and visit with his people.  They would have a relationship and they would spend time 
together there.  But the people messed up his plan, and they had to leave the garden.  

Discuss:  Why did God make them leave the garden?   

They ate the fruit of the tree that they were not supposed to eat.  What was that tree: the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  

But there was another tree in the middle of the garden.  What was that tree?  The Tree of Life.  

Because they ate of the tree of knowledge of good and evil that brought in sin, there is now evil in the world.  If they then eat of 
the Tree of Life, then they would live forever with sin and evil in the world. (Genesis 3:22)  God sent them out of the garden not 
for punishment, but for their protection.  He did not want them to have access to the tree of life with sin. 

At the very beginning, from the foundation of the world, God already had a plan for Jesus to come into the world to bring salvation.  
So he had to preserve this plan; but it was not yet time.  (1 Peter 1:19-21; Revelation 13:8) 

God had planned for the garden of Eden to be the place where God would communicate and fellowship with his people.  But now they are 
not allowed in the garden anymore.  So where can God meet his people? 

A Den of Thieves
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After Moses led the people out of Egypt, God came to Moses and the people and wanted to have a relationship with them.  But the people 
were scared of God so they told Moses to go talk to God for them. (Exodus 20:18-21)   Moses went up on the mountain to talk to God.  At 
that time the mountain was seen as a place where “heaven touched earth", and Moses talked to God on the mountain.  God gave him the 
Ten Commandments and then 603 more laws. 

God told Moses that he wanted to have a relationship with his people.  He wanted to be with them, to be their God and live among them.  
(Exodus 25:8-9). So he told Moses to make him a tabernacle where God could live among them.  But it had to be sacred, it had to be a 
holy place to protect them from his glory.  God is so powerful, and his glory is like a “devouring fire.”(Exodus 24:17) 

So he told Moses very specifically how to build this tabernacle where God would come down and meet with his people.  He told him 
even what color to make the curtains and all the pieces.  It had three parts, or sections.  It had an outside area, an inner area, and a 
smaller inside part called the “Holy of Holies,” where God lives, and only the priest could go.   

Years later, David told God he did not want God to live in a tent, and he wanted to build him a real temple of stone.  God told David that 
Solomon would be the one to build this temple, and they built a beautiful temple for the Lord.  And God came down into the temple, and 
this is where he met with the people.   

We can see that the temple was very important to God.  It was sacred.  It was where God and the people came together.   

***************************************** 

With all of this background information, we can now go back and look at WHY Jesus cleansed the temple.    

God gave many laws and rules to Moses, and one of the laws is about cleansing your house.  

If your house got a disease in it, or a mold or mildew in it, you would tell the priest,  First, they would take everything out of the house, 
and then the priest would come and look at your house and see what was wrong.  (Leviticus 14:34:45) 

Then they would close the door and shut the house up for seven days, and then he would come back again to inspect your house.  If the 
disease had spread, they would clean the stones where the mold or mildew was, and replace them with new stones.   

But, later, if the plague came again, after it was cleaned, after the stones were replaced, then the priest would come and inspect your 
house, and declare it unclean.  Then the house would be torn down.  This is the only way to get rid of it.  

Jesus is the ultimate priest. (Hebrews 3:1; 4:14).  

At the first of his ministry, Jesus examined the temple, and he cleansed it by removing everyone and everything.    

Then again at the end of his ministry, he came back to see if they anything had changed.  Was it still “diseased”?  

Yes.  Jesus examined the temple, and found that he needed to cleanse it again and he removed everyone and everything again.  But 
he had already condemned it.  In Luke, just before Jesus came in the temple to cleanse it again, he said that enemies would come in 
and they would not leave “one stone upon another.”  (Luke 19:42-44). This is exactly what happened in 70 AD when the Roman 
emperor laid siege on Jerusalem and the temple was completely destroyed. 

Do you think that Jesus had probably been at the temple at times in between those two events?  It is very likely.  However, it was not 
yet time for him to perform the second cleansing.  He specifically chose these times at the very beginning of his ministry, and again 
at the very end of his ministry to fulfill prophesy.  

A Den of Thieves
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Jesus IS the temple.  

…the Word, (Jesus) was made flesh and dwells among us….full of grace and truth. 

After Jesus cleansed the first time, he said “Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up.” (John 2:19) 

He was speaking of the temple of his body. (John 2:20-21). He was speaking of his death, and that he would rise in three days. 

Up until Jesus, God had to have a way to communicate with his people, and this is why Moses met God on a mountains, they built the 
tabernacle, and later the temple.    

God’s desire was always to have a relationship with man, but in the Old Testament it was limited.  There were people that the “Spirit 
of the Lord” came upon, but it would come and go, and only a few people, such as King David, did the Spirit stay.  

When Jesus came to earth, the Spirit of God came on him at his baptism, and it stayed.     

We no longer need a physical temple.  We do not need a place where heaven touches earth, because God IS on earth through Jesus.  
Before Jesus came, God needed a physical temple, a place to connect with his people.  But once Jesus came into the earth, God could 
be here through Jesus, His son.   

Jesus ascended after he rose again, and he is now seated in heaven at the right hand of the Father.  (Colossians 3:1) 

If Jesus is not physically in the earth now, how is he here?  

He is here through the Holy Spirit.  

Where is the Holy Spirit?  It lives in us.   

So who is the temple now?  

We are.  We are the temple of God, and the Spirit of God lives in us. (1 Corinthians 3:16). 

You are a living stones. ( 1 Peter 2:5) 

Discuss: What does that mean?  

There is no longer a physical temple on the earth, but is made up of people.  As believers, we make up the temple. Peter 
said that we are living stones, living rocks. Just like the temple was made of stones, we are now the stones in the temple.  
Jesus is the “cornerstone” and we are built upon him. (Luke 20:17; Ephesians 2:20) When you build, you have to start 
somewhere.  One stone is carefully measured and laid down on the foundation.  All the other stones go out from that one 
stone because you know it is straight, and it is in the right place.  That is who Jesus is, and we are the stones built on the 
foundation of Jesus. 

We are the body of Christ on earth.  The things that Jesus does on this earth are done through his people.  Jesus is not 
physically bringing food to people, that is our job.   If someone needs help, we are the body of Jesus on the earth and 
it is our job to do the things that Jesus wants done.  (1 Corinthians 12:12-27) 

So how does God meet with us and talk with us now?  

He talks to you.  Because you have the Spirit of God living on the inside of you, it’s like a private line directly going from you to 
God.  You no longer have to go through a priest, we have Jesus, the ultimate priest. He has also made us priests so that we can 
bring Jesus to others. (1 Peter 2:9; Revelation 5:10) 

Jesus in the Story  
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Matthew 21:12-17
MEMORY VERSE

Matthew 21:12-17; Mark 11:15-18; Luke 19:41-48; John 2:13-25 

A Den of Thieves

Answer the Questions

1. How many times did Jesus 
cleanse the temple?  

2. What were the people doing 
in the temple?  

3. What did Jesus say the temple 
is supposed to be?  

4. What did Jesus do in the 
temple instead? 

1 Corinthians 3:16; 1 Peter 2:5

Do you not know that you are 
the temple of God and that 
the Spirit of God dwells in 

you? 

You also, as living stones, are 
being built up a spiritual 

house, a holy priesthood to 
offer up spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through 

Jesus Christ.
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Finding Jesus 

Jesus is the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.   
He is woven like a scarlet thread throughout the tapestry of the Bible.

www.victoriouslight.org 
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is a curriculum designed to help children find Jesus in every 
story of the Bible.  Because the Bible is one continuous 

story that leads to Jesus, He can be found from Genesis to 
Revelation.  Finding Jesus is a Bible study designed for the 

teacher.   This one-year Gospels volume includes 52 lessons 
which can be adapted to teach any age from 3-99.  The instructor 
customizes the lesson for their audience, using only the Bible as a 

text.  The teacher decides how to relay the information to their 
students, with regard to their background and level of education. 

Jesus IS the Word of God.
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