


LET'S WRITE!

In addition to being an educator, I'm an author. | LOVE writing. | know that
isn't the case for everyone, but | truly hope that after spending time with
me or one of my resources, people will come to like it just a little bit more!

This resource will help you implement a daily writing routine in your
classroom. | start small, asking students to write for 5 minutes, and then
each week, add on another, until we are up to 10 minutes. | know that they
won't create a finished product in that amount of time, but that's not the
purpose of these journal writes. The purpose is to be creative, to put ideas
on paper, to experiment, and mostly... just to WRITE. The only way we get
better at a skill is to practice it. | give a few more implementation tips on
page 4, but if you have more questions, feel free to email me at any time.
(wordnerd@amandazieba.com).

| hope these prompts spark both interest and ideas in your students.
Happy Writing!

Amanda Zieba
(AkA: The Word Nerd)

P.S. For more ideas on how to get reluctant writQ

going, watch this video.

What kL you eould

ot VouE DLGdantE to Lesr?ing With tll'le
P.P.S. This is the WINTER SET, I've got many i\ =Pa L B s

more prompt collections others ready and =
waiting for you too... here! KM

You

(https://youtu.be/I7UWA-pw040 )
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https://youtu.be/l7UWA-pwO4Q?sub_confirmation=1
https://youtu.be/l7UWA-pwO4Q?sub_confirmation=1
https://youtu.be/l7UWA-pwO4Q
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/EPIC-WRITING-BUNDLE-Writing-Prompts-slides-printables-for-Middle-Schoolers-8993961
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4 weeks of printable writing prompts (prompt + writing
space)

A Canva Presentation of the writing prompts to project on
a big screen in your classroom. These are editable if you
click (FILE - MAKE A COPY)once in Canva.

(Link:https://www.canva.com/design/DAG6YII5Jio/Y-HuF5RneDR_p-YZISQYKw/edit?
utm_content=DAG6YII5Jio&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=Ilink2&utm_source=sharebutton

A Gem and Opportunity Feedback form for students and
teachers to use when giving a critique.

A rubric for teachers to use to evaluate the writing
products created by their students with these prompts.
Students can also use this rubric to self-score/evaluate
their writing. | wouldn't "grade” every journal write. Maybe
ask students to pick one a week they'd like you to score.

A list of journal writing tips for students.
As well as two videos

1) full of ideas for teachers to engage reluctant writers.
2) A winter inspired instrumental playlist
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https://www.canva.com/design/DAG6YlI5Jio/Y-HuF5RneDR_p-YZlSQYKw/edit?utm_content=DAG6YlI5Jio&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
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WRITING TIPS

Take a minute to think before you start writing. Review what happened in
the text, browse any text annotations you made, think about how you
related to the characters' situation/emotions in today's scenes.

Put your phone/chromebook/tablet away. Distractions can easily pull you
out of the writing flow.

If you feel like you are stuck or have nothing else to say, but we still have
writing time left, re-read what you have written. This might inspire more
ideas. Or, you can go back and add in details to your response that you did
not include the first time around.

ideas to add.

Before submitting your work, whisper read your work aloud to yourself.
This will help you catch small, easy to fix errors.

Listen to an instrumental playlist to create a blanket of white noise that
will help you focus on your task, rather than the distractions surrounding
you. Try this video! (link: https://youtu.be/c4kZofckyOE)

0 You can always go back to the text/prompt/image for clues. reminders,

15 minutes
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https://youtu.be/c4kZofckyOE?sub_confirmation=1
https://youtu.be/c4kZofckyOE?sub_confirmation=1
https://youtu.be/c4kZofckyOE?sub_confirmation=1

- STANDARDS IN ACTION

Writing Standards - W.6
W.6.3 - Write narratives - Students write stories from prompts such as:
e Continue the Story (e.g., the icicle, winter hike time machine, frozen stream), Write a
snow globe story, Epic Snowball Fight, Snowman Adventure, Mystery in the Winter
Woods,

o Narrative skills: plot, character, setting, sensory details, pacing.

W.é6.3a-e - Narrative components

e Establish context & point of view

Use dialogue (e.g., Eskimo/polar bear prompt)
e Use sensory language (winter woods mystery, frozen stream)
e Organize events effectively

Provide a conclusion

W.6.4 - Produce clear and coherent writing

Students draft daily responses with built-in rubrics guiding clarity and organization.

W.6.5 - Strengthen writing through revision
The Gems & Opportunities feedback sheet supports peer review and self-editing.

W.6.10 - Write routinely over extended and shorter time frames
Explicitly builds stamina, increasing writing time over the month.

Daily prompts + Free Write Fridays = routine writing practice.

Language Standards - L.6
L.6.1 & L.6.2 - Conventions of grammar, capitalization, punctuation

Rubric criteria and repeated practice reinforce correct writing conventions.

L.6.5 - Figurative language & word choice
Especially in prompts like:

e Snow Similes activity, Descriptive scene building, Winter mystery sensory writing

L.6.6 - Acquire and use vocabulary

Prompts require precise descriptive word choice tied to winter imagery.

.




Use this rubric to first communicate your writing
expectations to students and then to evaluate the
writing products they create. Students and/or peers
can also use this rubric to self/peer score/evaluate
the pieces of writing.

The rubric can be found at the bottom of each
prompt for easy access for both you and your
students. There is also a page with 3 rubrics to print
and cut for use with this or other writing tasks.

| assign 2 points if the task was completed and done
well, 1if the task was attempted but not mastered,
and O if the task was not attempted at all.

Task 0 1 2

Follows the prompt and stays on topic

Uses correct grammar/capitalization/punctuation

Thoughts are clearly presented and easy to follow

Length is appropriate

Format is correct (letter, fiction story, news article,
diary entry, etc.)

Total Points = ___ /10
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MULTI- USE

FORMS

The following pages will be used multiple times
throughout the resources, but are included just once
to save space in the file.

e Free Write Fridays
e Gem and Opportunity Feedback Sheets
e Writing Rubric Sheets

@cms AND opponrumn;s’%

Free Write . & .
Lo y _@ GEMS OPPORTUNITIES ™

FINAL COMMENTS

Task 0 1 2

Follows the prompt and stays on topic

Uses correct grammar/capitalization/punctuation

Thoughts are clearly presented and easy to follow

Length is appropriate

Format is correct (letter, fiction story, news article,
diary entry, etc.)

Total Points = ___ /10
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NAME:

WRITING PROMPTS

Free
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0
Choice A:
Go back and add
onto a story you
started earlier this
week.

Choice B:
Write about a topic

of your choice.

Write ¢

V¥ Rubric

Task

Follows the prompt and stays on topic

Uses correct grammar/capitalization/punctuation

Thoughts are clearly presented and easy to follow

Length is appropriate

Format is correct (letter, fiction story, news article,
diary entry, etc.)

Total Points = ___ /10
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Teacher Comments:




O2cEMS AND 0PPORTUNITIES

My Name:
Name of classmate | am reviewing:
Date:

\r_)g»

-

Title of Piece/Date Written

OPPORTUNITIES

LIST OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE
WRITER TO IMPROVE

LIST SEVERAL THINGS THE
WRITERS DOES WELL

FINAL COMMENTS

WRITE ANY FINAL COMMENTS OR FEEDBACK HERE:




Task

Follows the prompt and stays on topic

Uses correct grammar/capitalization/punctuation

Thoughts are clearly presented and easy to follow

Length is appropriate

Format is correct (letter, fiction story, news article,
diary entry, etc.)

Total Points = ___ /10
Comments:

Task

Follows the prompt and stays on topic

Uses correct grammar/capitalization/punctuation

Thoughts are clearly presented and easy to follow

Length is appropriate

Format is correct (letter, fiction story, news article,
diary entry, etc.)

Total Points = ___ /10
Comments:

Task

Follows the prompt and stays on topic

Uses correct grammar/capitalization/punctuation

Thoughts are clearly presented and easy to follow

Length is appropriate

Format is correct (letter, fiction story, news article,
diary entry, etc.)

Total Points = ___ /10
Comments:



WEEK 1 PROMPTS

Monday: Holiday Card Chaos
Tuesday: A Snowflake’s Journey
> Wednesday: Snow Globe Drama
Thursday: Frozen Time Machine
Friday: Free Write Friday

Week

Writing Prompts

The prompts in this resource can be done in any order,
but are organized into weekly collections.




NAME:

FINISH THIS STORY.

The peot wnpter wapwe where Lo be found. The 5tnack
helulay courds were pled hgh, @ mpvnt
Vuldigs Chreatenmg Lo cragh Lo The fleer. Thowag
lovked frow The pile To you: Ghr v $hew...

Task

Teacher Comments:

Follows the prompt and stays on topic

Uses correct grammar/capitalization/punctuation

Thoughts are clearly presented and easy to follow

V¥ Rubric

Length is appropriate

Format is correct (letter, fiction story, news article,
diary entry, etc.)

Total Points = ___ /10
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NAME:

Pretend you are a

Describe your
descent (trip) from a
cloud to the ground.

What happens once
you land?

e
it

Task

Follows the prompt and stays on topic

Uses correct grammar/capitalization/punctuation

Thoughts are clearly presented and easy to follow

Length is appropriate

V¥ Rubric

Format is correct (letter, fiction story, news article,
diary entry, etc.)

Total Points = ___ /10
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Teacher Comments:
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V¥ Rubric

Task

Follows the prompt and stays on topic

Uses correct grammar/capitalization/punctuation

Thoughts are clearly presented and easy to follow

Length is appropriate

Format is correct (letter, fiction story, news article,
diary entry, etc.)

Total Points = ___ /10

Created by the Word Nerd

Teacher Comments:




NAME:

CONTINUE

THE STORY

Jasper didn’t even want to go
on the stupid winter hike. Who
" walked in the snow? His step

| dad apparently. Just another
| reason Jasper had to dislike
his new father figure. But
when they accidentally
stumble upon a time machine
buried in the snow, he had to
admit, even he was excited.

V¥ Rubric

Task

Teacher Comments:

Follows the prompt and stays on topic

Uses correct grammar/capitalization/punctuation

Thoughts are clearly presented and easy to follow

Length is appropriate

Format is correct (letter, fiction story, news article,
diary entry, etc.)

Total Points = ___ /10
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WEEK 2 PROMPTS

Monday: Cold Conversations
Tuesday: Message in the Snow
> Wednesday: Do You Wanna Build a Snowman?
Thursday: Winter Acrostic
Friday: Free Write Friday

Week

Writing

Prompts

The prompts in this resource can be done in any order,
but are organized into weekly collections.




NAME: BH-

Create a scene of dialogue between the characters in this picture.
If the Eskimo inside the igloo could clearly communicate with the polar
bears, what would they say to each other?

Dialogue:
words spoken out loud
by characters in a story

V¥ Rubric

Task 0 1 5 Teacher Comments:

Follows the prompt and stays on topic

Uses correct grammar/capitalization/punctuation

Thoughts are clearly presented and easy to follow

Length is appropriate

Format is correct (letter, fiction story, news article,
diary entry, etc.)

Total Points = ___ /10
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NAME:

Write a
scene

using
this
prompt.

Anna opened her front door, hoping to
retrieve a package. Amazon said it |
would be here by today and she needed §
that to be true. But what she found when &
she swung wide her wreath adorned
front door wasn't a brown paper
wrapped package, instead it was a
message, written in the snow. It said...

B A B L

Task

Teacher Comments:

Follows the prompt and stays on topic

Uses correct grammar/capitalization/punctuation

Thoughts are clearly presented and easy to follow

Length is appropriate

V¥ Rubric

Format is correct (letter, fiction story, news article,
diary entry, etc.)

Total Points = /10
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NAME: BH-

A—w

IMAGINE YOU BUILT A SNOWMAN THAT COMES T0 LIF-_E. WHAT ADVENTURES DOES THE SNOWMAN HAVE?

Task 0 1 5 Teacher Comments:

Follows the prompt and stays on topic

Uses correct grammar/capitalization/punctuation

Thoughts are clearly presented and easy to follow

Length is appropriate

V¥ Rubric

Format is correct (letter, fiction story, news article,
diary entry, etc.)

Total Points = ___ /10
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NAME:

Write an acrostic

e
7
o

poem using one of the

|
b
1

%,
LN
.
b
.
b

4

words listed below.

e DECEMBER
e WINTER
e HOLIDAY
e FROZEN

Teacher Comments:

Task 1] 1 2

Follows the prompt and stays on topic

Uses correct grammar/capitalization/punctuation

Thoughts are clearly presented and easy to follow

Length is appropriate

V¥ Rubric

Format is correct (letter, fiction story, news article,
diary entry, etc.)

Total Points = /10
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WEEK 3 PROMPTS

Monday: A Strange Stream
Tuesday: Snow Similes
> Wednesday: The Snowball Fight
Thursday: Unseasonably Warm
Friday: Free Write Friday

The prompts in this resource can be done in any order,
but are organized into weekly collections.




NAME:

V¥ Rubric

Task

Follows the prompt and stays on topic

Uses correct grammar/capitalization/punctuation

Thoughts are clearly presented and easy to follow

Length is appropriate

Format is correct (letter, fiction story, news article,
diary entry, etc.)

Total Points = /10

Created by the Word Nerd

Teacher Comments:




NAME: BH-

Winter had come to Walnut Grove like a toddler having a tantrum — that's the
way my mom described it - kicking and howling, without

pology or regret.”
- Laura Ingalls is Ruining My Life by Shelly Tougas

YOU TRY!

Action vent
Shark Feedi. enzy Black Friday Shoppi is Rummg

Growing To-Do List

Falling tesof food W y VAL

4
2 _._ % '.. &
in a restaurant & e SHELLEY TOUGA

Teacher Comments:

Task 1] 1 2

Follows the prompt and stays on topic

Uses correct grammar/capitalization/punctuation

Thoughts are clearly presented and easy to follow

Length is appropriate

V¥ Rubric

Format is correct (letter, fiction story, news article,
diary entry, etc.)

Total Points = ___ /10
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; \AIR(TE A STORY ABOUT AN EPIC SNO\AIBALL FIGHT \AIHO \AIINS AND
v HO\AI DO THEY PLAN THEIR \AI!NNING STRATEGY? I .

V¥ Rubric

Task 0 1 5 Teacher Comments:

Follows the prompt and stays on topic

Uses correct grammar/capitalization/punctuation

Thoughts are clearly presented and easy to follow

Length is appropriate

Format is correct (letter, fiction story, news article,
diary entry, etc.)

Total Points = ___ /10
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NAME: R
(0]

PRETEND YOU LIVE IN A PLACE WHERE WINTER 1§ COLD. IMAGINE ONE DAY (T SUDDENLY BECOMES UNSEASONABLY
WARM IN THE MIDDLE OF WINTER AND STAYS THAT WAY FOR WEEKS. HOW DOES THIS AFFECT YOUR TOWN OR SCHOOL?
WHAT [MPACT DOES IT HAVE ON THE ANIMALS? HOW ABOUT LOCAL BUSINESSES?

Task 0 1 5 Teacher Comments:

Follows the prompt and stays on topic

Uses correct grammar/capitalization/punctuation

Thoughts are clearly presented and easy to follow

Length is appropriate

V¥ Rubric

Format is correct (letter, fiction story, news article,
diary entry, etc.)

Total Points = ___ /10

Created by the Word Nerd



WEEK 4 PROMPTS

Monday: The Icicle
Tuesday: Mystery in the Winter Woods
> Wednesday: Snow Sculpture Competition
Thursday: Extreme Killer
Friday: Free Write Friday

Week

Writing Prompts

The prompts in this resource can be done in any order,
but are organized into weekly collections.




V¥ Rubric

Task

Follows the prompt and stays on topic

Uses correct grammar/capitalization/punctuation

Thoughts are clearly presented and easy to follow

Length is appropriate

Format is correct (letter, fiction story, news article,
diary entry, etc.)

Total Points = ___ /10

Created by the Word Nerd

Teacher Comments:




NAME:

G PROMPTS

M THE WORD NERD

Write a mystery story set in a snowy
forest. Do you best to make the
setting front and center by using
descriptive language and sensory

4 details. Also think about how things
like landscape and temperature will
impact the character’s actions and
decisions.

. If you are feeling stuck to start...

e Pretend the story starts with a
power outage

* Pretend the characters are
celebrating a birthday at a cabin

e Pretend a character has inherited
the land from a long lost relative

V¥ Rubric

Task

Teacher Comments:

Follows the prompt and stays on topic

Uses correct grammar/capitalization/punctuation

Thoughts are clearly presented and easy to follow

Length is appropriate

Format is correct (letter, fiction story, news article,
diary entry, etc.)

Total Points = ___ /10
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NAME: R
(0]

IMAGINE YOU ARE IN A SNOW SCULPTURE
COMPETITION. WHAT WOULD YQU BUILD? WHAT
ABOUT THE IDEA DRAWS YOU TO IT AND MAKES
YOU THINK IT WILL BE A WINNER?

Task 0 1 5 Teacher Comments:

Follows the prompt and stays on topic

Uses correct grammar/capitalization/punctuation

Thoughts are clearly presented and easy to follow

Length is appropriate

V¥ Rubric

Format is correct (letter, fiction story, news article,
diary entry, etc.)

Total Points = ___ /10

Created by the Word Nerd



NAME: BH—

CONTINUE
THIS STORY...

"The virus can't live in

explained. "Antarctica

is the only place we
will be able to outrun
this killer. Antarctica is
the only place we will
be able to survive."

Task 0 1 2 Teacher Comments:

Follows the prompt and stays on topic

Uses correct grammar/capitalization/punctuation

Thoughts are clearly presented and easy to follow

Length is appropriate

V¥ Rubric

Format is correct (letter, fiction story, news article,
diary entry, etc.)

Total Points = ___ /10

Created by the Word Nerd



Want More Winter Writing Goodness?

GIVE THIS WOULD YOU RATHER ACTIVITY A TRY!

Bring a flurry of fun and thoughtful discussion to your classroom this season with the
Would You Rather: Winter Edition! These engaging winter-themed question prompts are
perfect for sparking conversation, writing, and laughter while giving your students a
meaningful brain break from the daily routine.

Sample Questions: p— i
¢ Would you rather go sledding or ice skating? Getithere fhui3:
e Would you rather sleep in an igloo or an ice castle?
e Would you rather live somewhere that was always winter or never winter?
* Would you rather face an abominable snowman or a polar bear?

WOULD YOU RATH

WINTER EDITION

Video +
Printables

BRAIN BREAK & PERSUASIVE WRITING ACTIVITY




Edition

| —

Get it here #‘

Biructioni: &2 you wabch the video, circle your prefemed choics and shes follow
tha physieal oue on saresnl

LW pou sather go sledding or e deating?
2 Wordd you sather hawe hot cocea with manbmaliows o whip coam?

B Werdd puu sathar hase o pel pengun or reindes?

4. Wasdd pou sathor ompssie in the Dlymgis ewent of baabeled o lege?

£ Wendd o vathar shos in an iglon aran ce ol

YouTube Video Link -
— WOULD YOU RATHER? — )

o7

ook o puisice urdkar fha

the stromgest

- - - |-
Would You Rather... ~

live somewhere that was always winter or never winter?

[m] £
Usge this spoce to bran-dump ideoss, list rensons, or othersise i o i - - w
BN Jour response L Dirgstisne: As you wabeh the videe, sirele your prefesred choies ard then follow
e the physical cus on sarsen]

b7~ n Lioud you sather go sadding of ioe skatheg?
1 2. Wioukd you sather hawe hot cocoa with mamhmaliows or whip creom?®

B Mondd v seithis haes o pal pangun of e

4. cndd you sather pomeste in the Clymeic wwent of bebelod of hage?
E Wioded pou sather slsspin anigioa aran e cavtis?

& Would you eother Foce on obaminable snawmon or o polor bear?

7. Wasld you rathar havs frozes Frigam or Smaan foesT

8ol you sathar ba an Antarctic Zoalog it o an oe Sodpter?

#.Whodd you sather bve eomewhers That wos ohenye winter or never winer?
0. Woudd yeu rather spand o wisser nighe by the fimplace with o gosd boek o outside ueder the
&t watching the oumm boeeclis |

Respond: Which would you rather mateh up da you have the strongest
fealings aboul? Why?

CREATED BY THE WD) HERD

Video Companion Worksheets
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Student Response/Writing Sheets

]

Peer Critique + Teacher Rubric Sheets




Try these Other Great Writing

Activities from the Word Nerd
Each image is hyperlinked! ©

WOULD YOUIRA
.\ 2 _/\MIDDLE SCHOOL

WRITING
yR)OMJPTS

SLIDES, PRINTABLE WORKSHEETS,
!UBIICS AND ClITIQUE FOIHS \"-t

1> faka s ¥ o~
a c: ol

EiCinisgagens
WORD CHOICE IN ACT/ON

How do you pick the

: tbridge
ais south
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| words to take your
story to the



https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Would-You-Rather-Brain-Break-Persuasive-Writing-Activity-Bundle-Gr-5-8-14594781
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/May-Mystery-Month-Writing-Prompt-Set-for-Grades-5-8-5-weeks-13413750
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h6on0E9RUWs
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/ChatGPT-Artificial-Intelligence-AI-Writing-Activities-for-Middle-Schoolers-10211955
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/EPIC-WRITING-BUNDLE-Writing-Prompts-slides-printables-for-Middle-Schoolers-8993961

"WANT MORE®?!9
I'VE GOT YOU!

CHECK OUT THESE ADDITIONAL RSOURCES FROM THE WORD NERD!

- Free week of Word Nerd
Collaborative Lessons Sample

- Free Frist Chapter Friday Start Up
Kit

« Learning with the Word Nerd
YouTube Channel

« More First Chapter Friday Student
Engagement Worksheets (over 200!)

« Free Brain Breaks on YouTube

= nappy
TEACHING!



http://www.amandazieba.com/freelessons
http://www.amandazieba.com/freelessons
http://www.amandazieba.com/teachersignup
http://www.amandazieba.com/teachersignup
https://www.youtube.com/@AmandaZiebatheWordNerd?sub_confirmation=1
https://www.youtube.com/@AmandaZiebatheWordNerd?sub_confirmation=1
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/The-Word-Nerds-First-Chapter-Friday-Read-Video-Aloud-Resource-Bundle-8469855
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/The-Word-Nerds-First-Chapter-Friday-Read-Video-Aloud-Resource-Bundle-8469855
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLpVe6VlpCwJaE9T7VogM63ZaYiHcjE-me

