
Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.

AR Reading Level: 5.3       Lexile Level: 800L

I want to read this book:   YES / NO

Here is a little background information about our First Chapter
Friday title and its creator. Feel free to add your own notes and

thoughts in the bottom box. 

 *
 F

I
R

S
T

 C
H

A
P
T

E
R

 F
R

I
D

A
Y
  

*
  

F
I
R

S
T

 C
H

A
P
T

E
R

 F
R

I
D

A
Y
  

*
  

F
I
R

S
T

 C
H

A
P
T

E
R

 F
R

I
D

A
Y
  

*
 

Name Date

In one day, four lives weave together in
unexpected ways. Virgil Salinas is shy
and kindhearted and feels out of place in
his crazy-about-sports family. Valencia
Somerset, who is deaf, is smart, brave,
and secretly lonely, and she loves
everything about nature. Kaori Tanaka
is a self-proclaimed psychic, whose little
sister, Gen, is always following her
around. And Chet Bullens wishes the
weird kids would just stop being so
different so he can concentrate on
basketball. They aren’t friends, at least
not until Chet pulls a prank that traps
Virgil and his pet guinea pig at the
bottom of a well. This disaster leads
Kaori, Gen, and Valencia on an epic
quest to find missing Virgil. Through luck,
smarts, bravery, and a little help from
the universe, a rescue is performed, a
bully is put in his place, and friendship
blooms.

Newbery Award winner from 2018!

Who Wrote It?What's It About?

Before becoming a children’s author, Erin
worked as a journalist and magazine
editor. She received numerous awards
for community service journalism,
feature writing, and editing from the
Louisiana Press Association and the
Associated Press.
Erin has a bachelor’s degree in women’s
studies and liberal arts from McNeese
State University and an MFA from
Rosemont College. She lives in Delaware.
She teaches in the MFA programs at
Hamline University and Rosemount 

WHAT I THINK

Hello, Universe

by Erin Entrada Kelly

College. She
also teaches
fiction with
Gotham Writers
Workshop.
Erin is Filipina-
American. Her
website has a
tone more info!
Check it out at
www.erinentrad
akelly.com 
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Interview!

Read Aloud Video


