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Hey there! Thanks for checking out this
freebie! We're excited to give you a basic
understanding of your camera settings.
Going from auto to manual can feel
overwhelming and daunting. Rest assured,
it's simpler than it seems! Once you have a
basic understanding of how your camera
works, you'll never want to shoot in auto
again! Read ahead to learn more! And be
sure to check the last page for even more

information!
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UNDERSTANDING
APERTURE

Aperture is the amount of light your lens lets into
the sensor. It is calibrated in f/stops and is written
as numbers like 1.8, 2.2, 2.5, 4, etc. Most lenses
list the widest aperture they offer on the lens.

The lower (wider) your aperture, the more light
comes in. Because a wider aperture lets in more

light, you can have a faster shutter speed.

Aperture also affects the depth of field (or
background blurriness) of a photo. The lower your
aperture, the blurrier the background.

If you want a lot of the photo in focus, use a
higher aperture. If you want just one subject in
focus, use a lower aperture. To choose what
aperture you should be at, decide how much of

the photo you want in focus.




SECTION
THREE

SHUTTER
SPEED

Shutter speed is how fast the shutter closes.
When you have a short shutter speed, the shutter
closes quickly and lets in little light. When you
have a long shutter speed, the shutter closes

slowly and lets in lots of light.

A shutter speed of 1/6400 is pretty fast while a
shutter speed of 1/25 is slow. Shooting the night
sky would require a very, very slow shutter speed

to capture enough light into the sensor.
Capturing an individual during golden hour could

be accomplished with a quick shutter speed.

The slower your shutter speed, the more likely it
is to be out of focus. If you need to use a slow
shutter speed, hold very still or use a tripod. Fast
shutter speed is good for catching moments of

action or movement.







