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REMEMBER, AT THE END OF THE

DAY, IT'S NOT ABOUT HOW MUCH
YOU SPEND, BUT THE MEMORIES

YOU CREATE AS YOU START THIS
NEW CHAPTER IN YOUR LIFE.
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Tips for Planning a Wedding within Your Means

(AR
Determine Your Budget

Before you begin planning your wedding, you and
your partner need to sit down and determine your
budget. Be honest about what you can redlistically
afford without going into debt. Once you have a

figure in mind, stick to it. Remember, the purpose of your wedding day is to celebrate
your love and commitment to each other, not to impress others with a lavish event.

D)

Prioritize Your Spending

Once you have a budget, prioritize your spending.
Make a list of all the elements of your wedding, from
the venue and catering to the photographer and
entertainment, and rank them in order of

importance. Spend the most on the aspects that matter most to you, and look for ways
to save on the less important items.
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D)

Consider the Size of Your Wedding

One of the biggest factors that will affect your
wedding cost is the size of your guest list. Each
additional guest adds to the cost of food, drinks,

invitations, and even the size of the venue. While it can be hard to cut down the guest
list, remember that a more intimate wedding can often be more meaningful and
enjoyable for everyone involved

D)

Choose a Less Expensive Time

The time of your wedding can greatly affect the cost.
Saturday evenings are the most popular — and
therefore the most expensive — times for weddings.

By choosing a less traditional time, like a weekday or a Sunday, or a less popular
month, you can save a significant amount on the venue and other services.
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D)

DIY Where You Can

Consider which aspects of your wedding you can do
yourself. From making your own invitations or
centerpieces to baking your own wedding cake, there
are many ways to add a personal touch to your

wedding and save money at the same time. Just make sure not to overcommit yourself
and get help from friends and family.

(AR
Negotiate with Vendors

While this can offend some vendors, there is no harm
in when you first contact a vendor, to tell them your
budget and if they are able to assist. Check their
pricing first, if their package is more than 3x of

your budget, it may be a good idea to move past that vendor. Some want to help and
will customize a package that best fits your needs.
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D)

Consider Alternative Venues

Traditional wedding venues can be expensive.
Consider dlternative venues like public parks, @
friend's backyard, or alocal community center. These

can often be rented for a fraction of the cost of traditional venues, and they can
provide a unique and personal setting for your wedding.

oA,
Limit the Extras

While extras like a photo booth, a gourmet coffee bar,
or a live band can be fun, they can also add a lot to
your wedding cost. Consider which extras are truly
important to you and worth the cost, and which you
can do without.
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(D)
Plan a Simple Menu

Food and drink can be one of the most expensive
parts of a wedding. Consider a simpler menu or
alternative catering options, like a buffet or food truck.

You can also save money by limiting the alcohol options to beer and wine, or a
signature cocktail.

(AR
Hire a Wedding Planner

While it might seem counterintuitive to hire a
professional when you're trying to save money, o
wedding planner can actually help you stick to your

budget. They can suggest affordable vendors, help you negotiate contracts, and keep

track of all your spending. Plus, they can take a lot of the stress out of planning your
wedding.
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D)

Keep the Focus on What Really
Matters

Remember, the most important part of your wedding
is the commitment youre making to your partner.
Don't get so caught up in the details and the

spending that you lose sight of what's truly important. Your guests won't remember the
expensive centerpieces or the gourmet appetizers, but they will remember the joy and
love they felt on your special day.

D)

Be Flexible and Open-Minded

Stay flexible and open-minded throughout your
planning process. You might have your heart set on @
specific venue or caterer, but be willing to explore

other options if they dont fit within your budget. You might be surprised at what you
find and lovel!
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D)

Consider Elopement or a Destination
Wedding

Eloping or planning a destination wedding can often
be more affordable than a traditional wedding. These

types of weddings usually involve fewer guests, which can greatly reduce costs. Plus,
you get to start your honeymoon right away!

(D)
Reuse and Recycle

Look for ways to reuse items both during your
wedding and after. Can your ceremony flowers be
moved to your reception venue? Can your

bridesmaids’ bouquets double as table decorations? After the wedding, could you sell
your decorations or dress to recoup some of the costs?
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(D)
Research and Compare

Before making any final decisions or putting down
deposits, take the time to research vendors and
compare prices. Look at reviews, ask for
recommendations, and make sure youre getting the
best value for your money.

Planning a wedding on a budget requires creativity, resourcefulness, and a wilingness
to think outside the box. But with careful planning and a focus on what's truly important,
you can have a beautiful, memorable wedding that doesnt break the bank. Remember,
at the end of the day, it's not about how much you spend, but the memories you create
as you start this new chapter in your life.
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