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Insignificant Events in
the Life of a Cactus Opegra0
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Here is a little background information about our First Read Aloud Video

Chapter Friday title and its creator. Feel free to add
your own notes and thoughts in the bottom box.

What's It About? Who Wrote It?

DUSTI BOWLING grew up in Scottsdale,
Arizona, where, as her family will tell you,
she always had her nose in a book. She
released her first middle grade novel in
2017 and hasn't stopped writing since.

A bestselling middle grade novel about o
spunky girl born without arms and a boy
with Tourette syndrome navigating the
challenges of middle school, disability, and
friendship—all while solving a mystery in a

western theme park. Aven Green loves to Dusti's books have won the Reading the
tell people that she lost her arms in an West Award, the Sakura Medal, a Golden
alligator wrestling match, or a wildfire in Kite Honor, the William Allen White
Tanzania, but the truth is she was born Children's Book Award, and have been
without them. And when her parents take nominated for over thirty state awards.
a job running Stagecoach Pass, a rundown Her books are Junior Library Guild Gold
western theme park in Arizona, Aven Standard Selections and have won many
moves with them across the country awards, including best books of the year
knowing t+hat she'll have to answer the bY the Chicu.go PUbl'C Libr‘or‘y, Kirkus, Bank
question over and over again. Her new life Street, A Mighty Girl, and many others!

tokes an unexpected turn when she bonds
with Connor, a classmate who also feels
isolated because of his own disability, and
they discover a room at Stagecoach Pass
that holds bigger secrets than Aven ever
could have imagined. It's hard to solve a
mystery, help o friend, and face your
worst fears. But Aven’s about to
discover she can do it all . . . even without
arms,

Dusti currently
lives in New River,
Arizona with her
husband, three
daughters, several
tarantulas, a
gopher snake
named Burrito, and
a cockatiel hamed
Gandalf the Grey.

AR Reading Level: 4.6 Lexile Level: 700L
I want to read this book: YES / NO

@~ WHAT I THINK %

* FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY * FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY * FIRST CHAPTER FRIDAY *

se this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.




