
I N T R O D U C T I O N  T O  

D I G I TA L  P H O T O G R A P H Y  
E D V Y D A S  “ E D ”  C I C E N A S ,  C P P



Y O U R  
I N S T R U C T O R

• Ed Cicenas 

• 217-542-1602 

• students@edandkrystal.com 

• www.students.edandkrystal.com 
the password is summer

http://www.students.edandkrystal.com




N E E D E D  F O R  
T H I S  C L A S S

• Digital Camera 

• Computer 

• Internet Access 

• Willingness to learn 

• Patience 

• Your Camera Manual



T H I N G S  W I L L  
G O  W R O N G !

• Be prepared to fail and have to do something over again.

No subject . . . No subject . . . but focused!
Subject but no focus . . . 



T H I N G S  W I L L  
G O  W R O N G !

• Be prepared to fail and have to do something over again.

No subject . . . No subject . . . but focused!Subject but no focus . . . 

Ahhh!



W E  W I L L  C O V E R :

• What is photography? 

• What do you need to make 
your photography 
successful? 

• What are all those confusing 
terms and why should you 
know what they mean? 

• How to Take Better Photos 

• Storing, enhancing and 
presenting your photos



So, let’s start with an easy, basic definition. 

What is photography?



Photo: 

photo- a combining form meaning “light” [Origin: < 
Gk, comb. form of phôs (gen. phōtós) ] 
Dictionary.com Unabridged (v 1.1)  
Based on the Random House Unabridged Dictionary, © 
Random House, Inc. 2006. 



-graphy: 

-graphy a combining form denoting a process 
or form of drawing, writing, representing, 
recording, describing, etc 
[Origin: < Gk -graphia] 
Dictionary.com Unabridged (v 1.1)  
Based on the Random House Unabridged 
Dictionary, © Random House, Inc. 2006. 



Photo + Graphy 



Photo + Graphy 

Writing . . . with light 



Why writing 
with light? 

Photography does not exist in the 
absence of light of some form. Now -- 
that could include things like infrared 
photography or things like night vision, 
so it does not necessarily mean visible 
light. 

But even then, to actually see something, 
we still need light. 

We then can manipulate and change the 
light to make it do what we want. 
Shaping light and darkness creates 
images. 



Photograph 

So that somewhat defines what 
photography is. But, just clicking a 
button does not make a photograph. 
So, maybe, we should examine 
something a bit more specific. Let’s 
look at what makes an image 
someone actually likes.



W H AT  M A K E S  G O O D  P H O T O G R A P H Y ?



T H E  S A M E  T H I N G  
T H AT  M A K E S  G O O D  A R T !



G O O D  C O M M U N I C AT I O N



C O M M U N I C AT I O N  
T h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  

t e l l s  y o u  h o w  g o o d  
t h e  p h o t o  r e a l l y  i s .  

D o e s  i t  “ s p e a k ”  t o  y o u ?  
C a n  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  

w h a t  i t  i s  s a y i n g ?



A good photograph communicates to you and 
others.  

It shows something — a message of pain, 
anticipation, joy, sadness, happiness, confusion 

and many, many more things. 



A bad photograph fails to communicate



T H E  M E S S A G E S  C A N  B E  A S  
VA R I E D  A S  Y O U  W A N T  

T H E M  T O  B E .  

  A n d  w e  c a n ,  a n d  d o ,  i n f l u e n c e  
w h a t  t h o s e  i m a g e s  c o m m u n i c a t e  
b y  h o w  w e  c a p t u r e  t h e m  a n d  w h a t  
w e  d o  w i t h  t h e  e d i t i n g



• Bill Eppridge 

• United Press International



• Boris Yaro 

• Los Angeles Times















H o w  w e l l  d o  t h e y  c o m m u n i c a t e  ( d o e s  
i t  s p e a k  t o  y o u r  a u d i e n c e ) ?  

H o w  g o o d  ( o r  b a d )  i s  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  
r e n d i t i o n ?  I s  y o u r  e q u i p m e n t  u p  t o  
t h e  t a s k  p r e s e n t e d ?

S O ,  T H E  Q U E S T I O N S  T O  A S K  
Y O U R S E L F  A B O U T  Y O U R  I M A G E S :



P h o t o g r a p h e r s  c r e a t e  i m a g e s .  .  .  a n d  
t h e  b i g  w o r d  t o  n o t i c e  i s  

C R E AT E



P h o t o g r a p h e r s  c r e a t e  i m a g e s .  .  .  
a n d  t h e  b i g  w o r d  t o  n o t i c e  i s  

C R E AT E  

C r e a t i n g  a n  i m a g e  t a k e s  w o r k



T h r e e  s i m p l e  
s t e p s  t o  c r e a t i n g  

a n  i m a g e .



T h i n k  
C o m p o s e  

E x p o s e



T h i n k :   
w h o  i s  y o u r  

a u d i e n c e



• Who is your audience? 

• What are you trying to tell them? 

• How do you want them to respond? 

• What is the medium you are using to get their 
response?

Think



Think

Not much of a photo



Think

But then again, 
it works for this



Compose



Compose



Compose



Compose

Rule of Thirds



• What is the correct exposure? 

• How do we achieve it? 

• What are shutter speeds, apertures, f/stops, EV 
ratings, ISO, ASA? What is motion blur? What is 
bokeh? 

Expose



Expose



Expose

The Kuala Lumpur City Centre 
Malasia



• Light does have color, we are just used to “not” seeing 
it.  

• For example, lights in classrooms are florescent lights. 
They actually give off a shade of green normally. 

• Tungsten (also known as incandescent), florescent, 
shade, cloudy, flash, sun and custom.

White Balance



White Balance

Tungsten Light Source



White Balance

 Florescent Light Source



White Balance

Flash Light Source



White Balance



W H I T E  B A L A N C E  C A N  A F F E C T  T H E  M O O D  
O R  F E E L  O F  A  P H O T O .  A N D  M O R E .



W H I T E  B A L A N C E  C A N  A F F E C T  T H E  M O O D  
O R  F E E L  O F  A  P H O T O .  A N D  M O R E .



W H I T E  B A L A N C E  C A N  A F F E C T  T H E  M O O D  
O R  F E E L  O F  A  P H O T O .  A N D  M O R E .



I T  C A N  C H A N G E  I F  Y O U  L I K E  S O M E T H I N G  O R  N O T.  
O R  W O N D E R  W H AT  M I G H T  B E  W R O N G  W I T H  I T.



I T  C A N  C H A N G E  I F  Y O U  L I K E  S O M E T H I N G  O R  N O T.  
O R  W O N D E R  W H AT  M I G H T  B E  W R O N G  W I T H  I T.



I T  C A N  C H A N G E  I F  Y O U  L I K E  S O M E T H I N G  O R  N O T.  
O R  W O N D E R  W H AT  M I G H T  B E  W R O N G  W I T H  I T.



• Shoot a sunrise or sunset. Which ever is easier for you. Don’t worry about exposure in this 
case (or composition for that matter.) But you will need to change your white balance 
settings for this. 

• One image each of the same sunset: 

• Daylight 

• Cloudy 

• Tungsten (or incandescent) 

• Florescent 

• Auto 

• Email the five photos to me at students@edandkrystal.com, please do label (somehow) 
which is which. And then tell me which one is your favorite!

ASSIGNMENT



• Most cameras require you to NOT be in AUTO (green) 
when you change the white balance. In fact, they 
might not even allow you to play with different white 
balances unless you are in a setting called Program.  

•

A few things to know



• Most cameras will make you dig through the menu to 
find the different white balance modes 

• Don’t forget to touch the OK or Enter button! 

• If they all look the same, you did something wrong.  

•

A few things to know



Good Luck!




