
Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.

Finding Baba Yaga 

by Jane Yolen

Here is a little background information about our First Chapter
Friday title and its creator. Feel free to add your own notes and

thoughts in the bottom box. 

Novel in Verse

AR Reading Level: N/A                   Lexile Level: N/A

I want to read this book:   YES / NO
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Name Date

In order to develop a secure defense
against a hostile alien race's next attack,
government agencies breed child geniuses
and train them as soldiers. Young Ender is
the Wiggin drafted to the orbiting Battle
School for rigorous military training.
Ender's skills make him a leader in school and
respected in the Battle Room, where
children play at mock battles in zero
gravity. Yet growing up in an artificial
community of young soldiers Ender suffers
greatly from isolation, rivalry from his
peers, pressure from the adult teachers,
and an unsettling fear of the alien invaders.
The war with the Buggers has been raging
for a hundred years, and the quest for the
perfect general has been underway for
almost as long. Ender's two older siblings
are every bit as unusual as he is, but in
very different ways. Between the three of
them lie the abilities to remake a world. If,
that is, the world survives.

Orson Scott Card's Ender's Game is the
winner of the 1985 Nebula Award for Best
Novel and the 1986 Hugo Award for Best
Novel.

Who Wrote It?What's It About?

WHAT I THINK

Jane was born in 1939 to parents who
were writers. My father was a café
journalist at the time, writing columns
for the New York newspapers. He’d been a
police reporter before that. My mother
was a psychiatric social worker until I
was born. After that, she never held
another full-time out of the home paid
job (though she did volunteer work), but
wrote short stories that didn’t sell and
crossword puzzles and acrostics that did.
They bounced back and forth between the
coast living in New York and California.
Jane went to Smith College (an all girls
school) and by the end of 4 years she 

 was president of
the Press Board,
won all the poe-
try writing aw-
ards, the jour-
nalism award, and
wrote the lyrics
to the class
musical. She went
on to write 400
books!  

Read Aloud Video
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