
Your wedding photography 

timeline can be one of the most 

intimidating parts of your 

wedding planning, but it doesn’t 

have to be! 

With these 5 tips you will be 

able to conquer those wedding 

woes and feel confident building 

the wedding day you’ve always 

dreamed of. 

Beautiful chaos deserves 
to pause and become life’s 
still moments – memories 
that are cherished forever.

T HE  MA NT RA
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your
wedding
timeline



1. undertsand when the sun sets.

O n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p s  t o  t a ke  w h e n  c r e a t i n g  y o u r  p e r fe c t  w e d d i n g  d a y  t i m e l i n e 

i s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  w h e n  t h e  s u n  i s  s e t t i n g  o n  y o u r  w e d d i n g  d a y.  I n  a  l o t  o f  w a y s , 

t h e  s u n s e t  e f fe c t s  t h e  t y p e  a n d  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  n a t u r a l  l i g h t  p h o t o s  y o u  a n d  y o u r 

p h o t o g r a p h e r  c a n  c a p t u r e  b e fo r e  i t  b e c o m e s  t o o  d a r k  fo r  p h o t o s . 

F o r  e x a m p l e :  i f  y o u  a r e  c h o o s i n g  t o  h ave  a  s u n s e t  c e r e m o n y,  t h i s  m o s t  o f t e n 

m e a n s  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  y o u r  n a t u r a l  l i g h t  p h o t o s  w i l l  t a ke  p l a c e  p r i o r  t o 

t h e  c e r e m o n y.  T h i s  i n c l u d e s  g e t t i n g  r e a d y,  i n d i v i d u a l  p o r t r a i t s ,  w e d d i n g  p a r t y 

p o r t r a i t s ,  fa m i l y  p o r t r a i t s ,  a n d  r o m a n c e  s h o t s  o f  j u s t  t h e  t w o  o f  y o u . 

I f  y o u ’ r e  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  ke e p  t h e  w a r m  a n d  r o m a n t i c  i m a g e s  fo r  a f t e r  t h e 

c e r e m o n y,  I  w o u l d  r e c o m m e n d  b u m p i n g  u p  y o u r  c e r e m o n y  t i m e  1 . 5  h o u r s  p r i o r 

t o  t h e  s u n  s e t t i n g .  T h i s  s t i l l  a l l ow s  fo r  s o f t  c e r e m o n y  l i g h t  w h i l e  a l s o  p r o m i s i n g 

e n o u g h  n a t u r a l  l i g h t  fo r  fa m i l y  p o r t r a i t s  a n d  l e av i n g  t h e  s u n s e t  fo r  j u s t  t h e  t w o 

o f  y o u  t o  e n j o y.
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2. are you having a religious or 
cultural ceremony?
C e r e m o n i e s  h e l d  i n  a  r e l i g i o u s  o r  c u l t u r a l  s e t t i n g  a r e  s o m e  o f  m y  v e r y  favo r i t e ! 

D e p e n d i n g  o n  w h e r e  y o u  p l a n  o n  h av i n g  y o u r  c e r e m o n y  a n d  d e p e n d e n t  o n 

t h e  fa i t h  o r  c u l t u r e ,  t h e s e  c e r e m o n i e s  c o u l d  b e  u p  t o  a n  h o u r  l o n g  ( o r  m o r e ) . 

I t ’ s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  fa c t o r  t h i s  i n t o  y o u r  w e d d i n g  d a y  t i m e l i n e  t o  e n s u r e  y o u ’ r e 

i n ve s t i n g  i n  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  a m o u n t  o f  p h o t o g r a p h y  c o ve r a g e . 

F o r  l o n g e r  r e l i g i o u s  o r  c u l t u r a l  c e r e m o n i e s ,  m y  c o u p l e s  w i l l  o f t e n  i n ve s t  i n  a 

1 0  h o u r  w e d d i n g  p a c k a g e  t o  e n s u r e  t h e r e  i s  e n o u g h  t i m e  t o  t e l l  t h e  s t o r y  f r o m 

g e t t i n g  r e a d y  t o  t h e  s p e c i a l  e x i t .  C u s h i o n i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  p h o t o g r a p h y  c o ve r a g e 

i s  t h e  b e s t  w a y  t o  e n s u r e  y o u ’ r e  n o t  r u s h i n g  o r  s a c r i f i c i n g  m o m e n t s  y o u  w o u l d 

o t h e r w i s e  m i s s .
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3. decide if you want a first look.
D o  y o u  w a n t  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  y o u  s e e  y o u r  f u t u r e  p a r t n e r  fo r  l i fe  t o  b e  w h i l e 

y o u ’ r e  w a l k i n g  d ow n  t h e  a i s l e  o r  w o u l d  y o u  p r e fe r  t o  s e e  t h e m  p r i o r  t o  t h e 

w e d d i n g  c e r e m o n y  fo r  a  s p e c i a l ,  i n t i m a t e  m o m e n t ?  I  o f t e n  s u g g e s t  t o  m y  c o u p l e s 

t o  h ave  a  f i r s t  l o o k  s o  t h e r e  i s  l e s s  t i m e  s p e n t  a f t e r  t h e  c e r e m o n y  t a k i n g  p h o t o s 

a n d  m o r e  t i m e  t o  s p e n d  c e l e b r a t i n g  a t  y o u r  r e c e p t i o n . 

T h e  i d e a l  t i m e  fo r  a  f i r s t  l o o k  i s  a b o u t  2  h o u r s  p r i o r  t o  y o u r  c e r e m o n y  a n d  w i l l 

l a s t  a b o u t  4 5  m i n u t e s  t o  a n  h o u r .  T h i s  t i m e  a l l ow s  fo r  t h a t  s w e e t  f i r s t  r e a c t i o n 

a n d  t i m e  t o  s o a k  i n  t h e  m o m e n t ,  w h i l e  a l s o  a l l ow i n g  t i m e  fo r  r o m a n c e  s h o t s  o f 

j u s t  t h e  t w o  o f  y o u . 

B u t  n o t  t o  w o r r y,  i f  y o u  d e c i d e  t o  s t i c k  w i t h  t r a d i t i o n  y o u  c a n  s e t  a s i d e  e x t r a 

t i m e  a f t e r  t h e  c e r e m o n y  t o  g e t  t h o s e  b e a u t i f u l  p o r t r a i t  p h o t o s  o f  t h e  t w o  o f  y o u .
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4. family and wedding party 
portraits.
P r i o r  t o  t h e  r e c e p t i o n  i s  w h e n  m a n y  o f  t h e  fa m i l y  a n d  w e d d i n g  p a r t y  p o r t r a i t s 

a r e  t a ke n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  y o u  d e c i d e d  t o  s k i p  t h e  f i r s t  l o o k .  ( I f  y o u  o p t e d  fo r  a 

f i r s t  l o o k ,  m a n y  o f  y o u r  w e d d i n g  p a r t y  p h o t o s  a n d  fa m i l y  c a n  b e  c a p t u r e d  p r i o r 

t o  t h e  c e r e m o n y,  t o o ) . 

I  t y p i c a l l y  s e t  a s i d e  a  h a l f  h o u r  fo r  fa m i l y  p h o t o s ,  b u t  t h i s  d e p e n d s  o n  h ow  l a r g e 

y o u r  fa m i l i e s  a r e  a n d  h ow  m a n y  d i f fe r e n t  c o m b i n a t i o n s  o f  p h o t o s  y o u  l i ke  t o 

h a ve  ( I  r e c o m m e n d  n o  m o r e  t h a n  1 2  v a r i a t i o n s ) .  I  l i ke  t o  h ave  m y  c o u p l e s  s e n d 

m e  a  l i s t  o f  fa m i l y  c o m b i n a t i o n s  t h e y ’ d  l i ke  t o  h ave  c a p t u r e d  a n d  w e  a l w a y s 

w o r k  t o g e t h e r  t o  p a i r  d ow n  a s  n e e d e d .  R e fe r r i n g  t o  t h i s  l i s t  w h i l e  t a k i n g 

p o r t r a i t s  m a ke s  o u r  t i m e  t o g e t h e r  s o  m u c h  m o r e  e f f i c i e n t !  I t ’ s  a l s o  a  g o o d  i d e a 

t o  l e t  e ve r y o n e  y o u  p l a n  o n  h av i n g  i n  p h o t o s  k n ow  a h e a d  o f  t i m e  s o  n o  o n e  h a s 

t o  g a t h e r  fa m i l y  m e m b e r s  w h i l e  t h e  p h o t o s  a r e  b e i n g  t a ke n . 

L e s s  t i m e  t a k i n g  p h o t o s  w i l l  a l l ow  m o r e  t i m e  fo r  d r i n k s ,  c a ke ,  d a n c i n g  a n d  f u n !
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4. family and wedding party 
portraits. T h i s  i s  a n o t h e r  l i s t  y o u r  p h o t o g r a p h e r  c a n  r e fe r  t o  o n  y o u r  w e d d i n g  d a y.  F o r 

e ve r y  w e d d i n g ,  I  m a ke  s u r e  t o  s h o o t  y o u r  d e t a i l s  ( t h i n k  i n v i t a t i o n s ,  s h o e s ,  a n d 

j e w e l r y )  a n d  t h e  p o r t r a i t s  y o u  e x p e c t  t o  h ave ,  b u t  i f  t h e r e ’ s  a n y t h i n g  s p e c i f i c 

t o  y o u  a s  a  c o u p l e  a n d  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  “ n o r m ”  y o u  w a n t  c a p t u r e d ,  I  r e c o m m e n d 

c r e a t i n g  a  s h o r t  l i s t  s o  t h a t  y o u r  p h o t o g r a p h e r  c a n  b e  s u r e  t o  c a p t u r e  t h e s e 

w h i l e  c u s h i o n i n g  e n o u g h  t i m e  i n  t h e  w e d d i n g  t i m e l i n e  t o  d o  s o . 

H av i n g  a  l i s t  a h e a d  o f  t i m e  w i l l  s ave  t i m e  o n  t h e  w e d d i n g  d a y  a n d  i n  a d d i t i o n , 

a l l e v i a t e  s t r e s s  k n ow i n g  t h o s e  t h i n g s  w i l l  b e  a c c o u n t e d  fo r . 

5. make a photo must have list.

K E R A  P H OTO G R A P H Y  •  K E R A P H OTO G R A P H Y . C O M  •  9 5 4 - 3 2 8 - 8 3 0 7



sample timeline
FOR  YOUR  WEDD ING  DAY

2:00 Photographers arrive

THE  T IMEL INE  OF  YOUR  WEDD ING  DAY 

I S  ULT IMATELY  UP  TO  YOU ,  BUT  OVER 

THE  YEARS ,  I ’ VE  FOUND  THAT  MY 

COUPLES  LOVE  COLLABORAT ING  TO 

CREATE  A  T IMEL INE  THAT  SERVES  THEM : 

MOMENTS  OF  QU I ET ,  PLENTY  OF  T IME 

FOR  PHOTOGRAPHS ,  AND  ENJOY ING  THE 

DAY  WITHOUT  BE ING  RUSHED .

LET ’ S  TALK  ABOUT  A  CUSTOM T IMEL INE 

JUST  FOR  THE  TWO OF  YOU !

2:05 Intimate detail shots & candids

2:45 Everyone gets dressed

3:30 Your first look

3:45 Romance shots

4:15 Wedding party shots

4:30 Ceremony details

5:00 Ceremony begins

5:30 Family portraits

6:00 Golden hour romance shots

6:30 Introductions & first dances

7:00 Dinner is served

8:00 Cake cutting

8:15 Dance floor opens

9:45 Sparkler exit

10:00 Photographers depart
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MORE  QUEST IONS?

KE RA@KE RAPHOTO GRAPHY .COM

Send me a note!
I’m an open book.
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[GET  THAT  WOW-YOU-C A P T U R E D - T HAT - P E R FE CT LY  MOME N T ]


