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Listen to the story here: https://youtu.be/QVq5HeTGmL4

https://youtu.be/QVq5HeTGmL4?sub_confirmation=1
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1. On a piece of paper write the word and its definition. .

immigrant
mantra
clutch
pastry
vendor
victim
denied
sooth
curse
auditorium

2. Then create flashcards using a thesaurus, with the
vocabulary word on the front side and a synonym for the word
on the back side

3. Alphabetize your flashcards

4. Sort your flashcards into three piles, noun, verbs and
adjectives.

5. Select two words and write a sentence that includes both.

V O C A B U L A R Y
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True or False
Write T if a statement is TRUE and F if a statement is False.

1. ____ At Ellis Island, everyone was let into America, no matter what. 
2. ____ It was very difficult for immigrants to make a good living in America.
3. ____ William had to leave everyone in his family behind as he entered
America. 

Multiple Choice
Write A, B,C or D in the answer space to indicate your choice for the best
answer.

1. ____ William was adopted in the state of...?
   a. New York
   b. Skibereen, Ireland
   c. Indiana
   d. Massachusetts 

2. ____ Why was William's dad not allowed to come into America?
    a. He was Irish.
    b. He had tuberculosis.
    c. He had small pox.
    d. He had yellow fever. 

3. ____ How did William and Shane get breakfast once they ran out of
money?
    a. They begged a vendor for some milk and a croissant.
    b. They didn't eat until they got to the Children's Aid Society.
    c. They stole form a pastry cart.
    d. They didn't eat breakfast; they went hungry. 

COMPREHENSION

A C T I V I T I E S
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Journal Questions
Think about your answer to each question and then write out your thoughts in complete
sentences. 

1. Leaving home can be scary. William had to travel very far away from his home. Tell
about a time when you were far away from home an how you felt.

2. Both Da and Shane believed that everything would be better in America. Why do you
think they kept talking and talking about America. Did that help in anyway?

3. The children traveling on the orphan train were often bored on the very long ride from
New York to their new homes. Without technology, how would you have entertained
yourself on the train ride?

4. If you were William and given the choice, would you go back to Ireland with your father,
or into America with Shane? Explain your choice with at least two reasons.

5. Even though Shane made some bad choices, William continue to trust and follow him.
Why do you think William continued to believe in Shane?

6. Do you think Mr. McCully was helping or hurting William when he asked the crowd
about Irish families in Indiana? Explain your thought process.

7. William used a motto or a mantra to help him stay brave in touch times. What do you
do to keep hope alive and stay strong when you feel alone or scared?

8. Do you think Shane was a good friend to William? Why or why not? Tell about a time
when you were a good friend to someone.

9. Would William have had a better life if he had just stayed in Ireland? Use details from
the story to support your answer.

10. Do you think Mr. McCully would have helped Shane and William if they were not
Irish? Explain your answer with at least two reasons.

COMPREHENSION

A C T I V I T I E S
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Map Work
Using a map and the mileage scale measure the distance William traveled
to get to his new home in Norfolk, Massachusetts. 

Distance #1: Dublin, Ireland to New York City = ____________ miles
Distance #2: New York City to Indianapolis, IN = ___________ miles
Distance #3: Indianapolis, IN to Norfolk. MA = ____________ miles

_________ + _________ + __________ = ____________ Total Miles

Fact or Opinion
Write F if the statement is a FACT and O if the statement is an OPINION. 

1. ____ William stayed Irish Strong.
2. ____ Shane was a criminal.
3. ____ Officer Sullivan did the right thing by taking the boys to the
Children's Aid Society. 

Questions and Answers
Answer in complete sentences.

1. Who was traveling alone to America?
2. Where did Da and Hugh go instead of America?
3. When did Shane begin to be mean to William?
4. Why were Shane and William split up once they got to the Children's Aid
Society?
5. How did Da expect to make a living in America? 

COMPREHENSION

A C T I V I T I E S
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Figurative Language
In every language there are figurative phrases that mean something
completely different than what they literally say. For example, if we say, "It's
raining cats and dogs!" there aren't really cats and dogs falling from the sky.
We just mean that it is raining really, really hard. 

In this story there are several Irish phrases that use figurative language.
Read each phrase and try to decide what it really means. Use context clues
from the story to help you. 

1. May the cat eat you and the devil eat the cat.
____________________________________________________________
2. A good run is better than a bad stand.
____________________________________________________________
3. A good laugh and a long sleep are the best cures in the doctor's book. 
____________________________________________________________
4. Away with the fairies!
____________________________________________________________

Sequence of Events
Put the Irishmen and Irishwomen in order according to when they helped
William in the story. Number 1 to 5.

____ Officer Sullivan
____ Da
____ Mr. McCully
____ Bridget
____ Shane
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Creative Writing
Pretend you are William and write a letter response to Shane telling him
about your new life in Norfolk. Remember to appropriately date your letter
and use correct friendly letter format. 

Poster
Create a poster advertising the benefits of the Children's Aid Society. Why
would a kid want to go to this organization for help? How can they help
children in need?

Drawing
Re-read the part of chapter 2 when the policeman makes Shane return the
stolen milk to the vendor. Then draw a picture of this scene including the
policeman, Shane, the milk vendor and William. Put special emphasis into
how each character is feeling and show that emotion on the faces in your
drawing. 

Creative Arts
Create a menu for Brandon's Pub. List food items and prices for appetizers,
entrees, drinks and dessert. use fun lettering, pictures of food and be
creative. To go above and beyond, research favorite Irish dishes and include
them in your menu. When you are finished, let your family order items and
then make them together. 
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A N S W E R  

K E Y

True and False
1. F  2. T  3. T

Multiple Choice
1. D  2. B  3. C

Fill in the Blank/Short Answer
1. cow  2. beds  3. churches

Fact or Opinion
1. O  2. F  3. O

Complete sentence answers.
1. Shane 2. Back to Ireland, to William's grandmother's house  3. After he lost
William's father's money  4. Shane was going to farm school and William was
traveling on the orphan train right away  5. He was going to make money being a
canal builder.

Figurative Phrases
1. May the cat eat you and the devil eat the cat: a curse meaning "forget you!"
2. A good run is better than a bad stand: it is better to try than to do nothing.
3. A good laugh and a long sleep are the best cures in the doctor's book: try to stay
positive and things will be better in the morning.
4. Away with the fairies: That's crazy!

Sequencing
3 - Officer Sullivan
1 - Da
4 - Mr. McCully
5 - Bridget
2 -Shane
 


