
Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.

Ghost. Lu. Patina. Sunny. Four kids from
wildly different backgrounds with
personalities that are explosive when
they clash. But they are also four kids
chosen for an elite middle school track
team—a team that could qualify them for
the Junior Olympics if they can get their
acts together. They all have a lot to lose,
but they also have a lot to prove, not
only to each other, but to themselves.
Running. That’s all Ghost (real name
Castle Cranshaw) has ever known. But
Ghost has been running for the wrong
reasons—it all started with running away
from his father, who, when Ghost was a
very little boy, chased him and his mother
through their apartment, then down the
street, with a loaded gun, aiming to kill.
Since then, Ghost has been the one causing
problems—and running away from them—
until he meets Coach, an ex-Olympic
Medalist who sees something in Ghost:
crazy natural talent. If Ghost can stay on
track, literally and figuratively, he could
be the best sprinter in the city. Can Ghost
harness his raw talent for speed, or will
his past finally catch up to him?

AR Reading Level: 4.6       Lexile Level: 730L 

I want to read this book:   YES / NO

Here is a little background information about our First Chapter
Friday title and its creator. Feel free to add your own notes and

thoughts in the bottom box. 

 *
 F

I
R

S
T

 C
H

A
P
T

E
R

 F
R

I
D

A
Y
  

*
  

F
I
R

S
T

 C
H

A
P
T

E
R

 F
R

I
D

A
Y
  

*
  

F
I
R

S
T

 C
H

A
P
T

E
R

 F
R

I
D

A
Y
  

*
 

Name Date

Who Wrote It?What's It About?

So, I'm a writer. And when I say I'm a
writer, I mean it in the same way a
professional ball player calls himself an
athlete. I practice everyday and do the
best I can to be better at this writing
thing, while hopefully bringing some cool
stories to the world. The stories are kinda
like my slam dunks. Except, I'm dunking words.
In your FACE! Ha! I graduated from the
University of Maryland. Here's what I know:
I know there are a lot of young people who
hate reading. I know that many of these
book haters are boys. I know that many of
these book-hating boys, don't actually hate
books, they hate boredom. If you are
reading this, and you happen to be one of
these boys, first of all... you're reading this
so my plan is already working (muaahhaaha!)

WHAT I THINK

Ghost 
by Jason Reynolds

Second of all, know
that I feel you. I
REALLY do. Because
even though I'm a
writer, I hate reading
boring books too. 
Learn more about
Jason @  
www.jasonreynolds.co
m

Read Aloud Video


