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Here is a little background information about our First
Chapter Friday title and its creator. Feel free to add
your own notes and thoughts in the bottom box.

Novel in Verse

What's It About? Who Wrote It?

A devastating tornado tears apart more Caroline has taught poetry
than just houses in this striking novel in workshops, creative writing and
verse about a girl rebuilding herself. Before composition classes, and English at the

the storm, thirteen-year-old Quinn was . .
happy flying under the radar. She was middle school, high school, and college
average. Unremarkable. Always looking for levels. In Moy 2016, she was

an escape from her house, where her recognized as a Nashville Blue Ribbon
bickering parents fawned over her genius big Teacher for her dedication to her
brother. But after the storm, Quinn can't students and excellence in teaching
seem 1o go back to average. Her friends adolescents. Caroline is the director

weren't affected by the tornado in the same
way. To them, the storm left behind a
playground of abandoned houses and

of the Literary Arts Conservatory
ot Nashville School of the Arts High

distracted adults. As Quinn struggles to find S.°h°°|.in N°5h‘{il|e' Tennessge, She
stability in the tornado’s aftermath, she lives with her singer-songwriter
must choose: between homes, friendships. and husband, with

versions of herself. Told in rich, spectacular
verse, Caroline Brooks DuBois crafts a
powerful story of redemption as Quinn makes
her woy from Before to After. There's
nothing average about the world Quinn
wokes up to after the storm: maybe there's
nothing average about her, either. This
emotional coming-of-age journey for middle
grade readers proves that it’s nhever too
late to be the person you want to be.

whom she’s co-
written songs,
aond their two
children and
dog.
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I want to read this book: YES / NO
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Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.




