
Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.

Big Tree

by Brian Selznick

AR Reading Level: unavailable                 Lexile Level: unavailable

I want to read this book:   YES / NO

Here is a little background information about our First Chapter
Friday title and its creator. Feel free to add your own notes and

thoughts in the bottom box. 
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Name Date

A mysterious voice has been speaking to
Louise in her dreams. She and her
brother Merwin are Sycamore seeds,
who hope to one day set down roots and
become big trees. But when a fire forces
them to leave their mama tree
prematurely, they find themselves
catapulted into the unknown, far from
home. Alone and unprepared, they must
use their wits and imagination to
navigate a dangerous world―filled with
dinosaurs, meteors, and volcanoes!
―and the fear of never finding a safe
place to grow up. As the mysterious
voice gets louder, Louise comes to
realize their mission in life may be much
bigger than either of them ever could
have imagined!
Brimming with humor, wonder, mystery,
and a profound sense of hope, Big Tree
is a trailblazing adventure, illustrated
with nearly 300 pages of breathtaking
pictures. It is Selznick's most
imaginative and far-reaching work to
date and a singular reading experience
for the whole family.

Who Wrote It?What's It About?

WHAT I THINK

I was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,
raised in Clermont, Florida, and
currently live in Minneapolis, Minnesota. I
write for both children and adults and I
like to think of myself as a storyteller.
Here are a few more facts about me: I
am short. And loud. I hate to cook and
love to eat. I am single and childless, but
I have lots of friends and I am an aunt
to three lovely children (Luke, Roxanne,
and Max) and one lovable dog (Ramona). I
have won the Newbery Medal twice. I
think of myself as an enormously lucky

written
and
illustrated
many other
books. He
currently
splits his
time living
between
California
and New
York. 

Read Aloud Video


