
See John 4:4-30

1. Jesus helps me _______________ my failure.

The woman left her water jar beside the well and ran back to the village, telling everyone, “Come and 
see a man who told me everything I ever did! Could he possibly be the Messiah?”  John 4:28-29 (NLT)

Fearing people is a dangerous trap, but to trust the LORD means safety.  Proverbs 29:25 (NLT)

“The fear of human opinion disables you; trusting in God protects you from all that.”  
Proverbs 29:25 (MSG)

2. Jesus offers me grace to _______________ _______________.

The woman said, “I know the Messiah is coming - the one who is called Christ. When he comes, he will explain 
everything to us.”  John 4:25 (NLT)

Then Jesus says…  “I am the Messiah!”  John 4:25-26 (NLT)

For all have sinned; all fall short of God’s glorious standard. Yet now God in his gracious kindness declares us not 
guilty. He has done this through Christ Jesus, who has freed us by taking away our sins. Romans 3:23-24 (NLT)

So now there is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus. Romans 8:1(NLT)

Failure is written in pencil, 
but God’s grace is written in permanent ink.

3. I can _________________ God’s grace.

“If you only knew the gift God has for you and who I am, you would ask me, and I would give you living water.”  
John 4:10 (NLT)

So that’s why faith is the key! God’s promise is given to us as a free gift. Romans 4:16a (NLT)

See John 4:39-42
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See John 4:4-30

1. Jesus helps me FACE my failure.

The woman left her water jar beside the well and ran back to the village, telling everyone, “Come and 
see a man who told me everything I ever did! Could he possibly be the Messiah?”  John 4:28-29 (NLT)

Fearing people is a dangerous trap, but to trust the LORD means safety.  Proverbs 29:25 (NLT)

“The fear of human opinion disables you; trusting in God protects you from all that.”  
Proverbs 29:25 (MSG)

2. Jesus offers me grace to START AGAIN.

The woman said, “I know the Messiah is coming - the one who is called Christ. When he comes, he will explain 
everything to us.”  John 4:25 (NLT)

Then Jesus says…  “I am the Messiah!”  John 4:25-26 (NLT)

For all have sinned; all fall short of God’s glorious standard. Yet now God in his gracious kindness declares us not 
guilty. He has done this through Christ Jesus, who has freed us by taking away our sins. Romans 3:23-24 (NLT)

So now there is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus. Romans 8:1(NLT)

Failure is written in pencil, 
but God’s grace is written in permanent ink.

3. I can RECEIVE God’s grace.

“If you only knew the gift God has for you and who I am, you would ask me, and I would give you living water.”  
John 4:10 (NLT)

So that’s why faith is the key! God’s promise is given to us as a free gift. Romans 4:16a (NLT)

See John 4:39-42
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[CONNECT]
Share a time when you failed?  How did you feel?

[ENGAGE]
What impacted you the most personally from the message?  

[GROW] 
Read the whole story of John 4:4-30.  Read it though a couple of times.  What do you see and learn from:

 • the woman at the well

 • Jesus

 • the disciples

 • the community

Facing our failures with Jesus comes with grace from Him.  Most of us are moved by other people’s expectations 
and perceptions.  Read Proverbs 29:25.  What do you learn from this

How does this quote impact you? “Failure is written in pencil, but God’s grace is written in permanent ink.”  
Is there a situation in your past where you need to apply this?

[LEAD (YOURSELF)]
At the end of the account in John 4, the woman went back to the village and took the next step to share.  
I’m sure her life didn’t suddenly become perfect, but was probably still messy.  But Jesus invited her into 
something more.  What messy place in your life do you need to trust to Jesus? 
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