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WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING: 
“Drew is a five-star vendor. He is responsive, efficient and full of charisma. His 
videos capture memories that last a lifetime.” – @ANobleEventsandDesign 

“Drew is the type of human that our industry needs more of. He’s a team player, 
and he respects the time and effort of the other artists he collaborates with. Sim-
ply put, he’s a young man with a good heart and immense talent.” – @KatBraman

The Connector
HONOREES WHO DEMONSTRATE A COMMITMENT TO PUSHING COMMUNIT Y FORWARD THROUGH 

NET WORKING. THESE PROS ARE BRIDGE-BUILDERS, CHEERLEADERS AND MENTORS. THEY’RE 
SUPPORTIVE TEAM PLAYERS WHO CARE ABOUT CREATING SPACE FOR EVERYONE TO THRIVE .

By Hannah Nowack

INSIDE OUR LIST OF 2024’S MOST NOTABLE 
EMERGING WEDDING PROS 

Drew Coleman Films   
Drew Coleman
@DrewColemanFilms
Based in: North Carolina 
Expertise: Videography
Founded: May 2020
Fun Fact: Drew was still in college  
when he founded his business.

Drawing inspiration from his parents’ 
“hearts for service, unrelenting work 
ethic and sheer indefatigability,” Drew 
is on a mission to create wedding videos 
that stir up deep emotions. He wants 
his work, which involves a candid, 
nontraditional artistic approach, to bring 
clients back to the intimate moments 
they shared on their wedding day.

@Ahna__Han
Based in:  
New York 
Expertise:  
Florals
Founded:  
May 2019 
Motivated by:  
“Unveiling the 
secret life of 
wedding flowers.” 

Ahna Han  Ahna Han
Ahna is keenly aware of the emo-
tions her designs evoke. She views 
flowers as a “beautiful through line 
that furthers a couple’s narrative 
and reflects their individuality.” She 
shares that perspective when men-
toring fledgling designers. Ahna 
is focused on “pulling back the 
curtain” on floristry. She believes 
transparency and educating fellow 
florists is necessary to the success 
of the industry at large.

WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING:  
“Not only is she the kindest soul,  
but she radiates positivity onto 
those around her.”  
– @DiwanbyDesign 

“Her talent and professionalism  
stand out so much.”  
– @ChelliseMichaelPhotography

Willow Hill   
Nicole Wineland–Thomson Fisher  
and Greg Fisher 

@EventsatWillowHill
Based in:  
Connecticut 
Expertise:  
Venue 
Founded:  
August 2023 
Motivated by: 
Building relationships 
and fostering trust. 

What do you do when you see a gap in the 
industry? Willow Hill’s founders, who have 
years of experience in the wedding industry—
Nicole as a travel agent and Greg as a 
videographer—decided to fill it. “We know 
what it takes behind the scenes to execute a 
fabulous event,” they say, which is why the 
couple decided to open up a wedding venue 
where “everyone is thought of and cared for.”

WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING: 
“The thoughtful property design allows 
for a seamless event experience for both 
guests and vendors.” – @BaciareEvents

 “Nicole and Greg understand that clients 
want their guests to feel cared for and 
welcome at all times.”  
– @StephanieVegliante

Given that there are 
thousands of wedding 
professionals across the 
US, you might wonder 
how we landed on these 
27 standout businesses. 
These parameters 
guided us in our search 
for rising talent across 
all categories. Notably, 
we sought values-driven 
pros who are pushing the 
industry forward through 
their commitment to 
advocacy, innovation 
and connection. Our 
honorees are the future 
of weddings. 

Requirements for 
consideration:

• Fewer than eight years 
in business in the 
wedding industry.

• Have a cutting-edge, 
authentic and creative 
approach to their field.

• Further vetted through 
reviews from industry 
peers and colleagues. 

• Vetted by a nine-person 
committee made up of 
six folks from The Knot 
and three esteemed 
industry experts.

• Well-respected and 
aligned with the 
editorial policy  
(and core values)  
of The Knot. 

The Making 
of Ones  
to Watch
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LEARN MORE

Finding the perfect team to bring your wedding 
vision to life is no small task. According to our 
internal research, couples book an average of 14 
different vendors to make their celebration happen. 
But how do you find the right pros to help you plan 
a wedding that’s uniquely your own? 

That’s where we come in. Among the many 
talented pros across the country, we’ve scouted a 
cohort of 27 especially outstanding businesses we 
know will inspire your wedding planning. 

One of the most fulfilling parts of researching 
this year’s honorees was seeing how many of them 
founded their businesses during the peak of the 
pandemic. The innovation and beauty they were 
able to foster is nothing short of astounding. 

Without further ado, 
here are our 2024 Ones 
to Watch honorees.  
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2023 was the inaugural year of Ones to Watch. We 
checked in on last year’s honorees to see what’s new with 

them and their businesses. 

Afrik 
Armando 

Photographer 

Afrik Armando 
(@AfrikArmando) is 
excited about the 
connections with 
new planners he’s 
made recently. He 
encourages pros 

who are discouraged 
about growth: “Keep 

at it, friends. It’s just a 
matter of time before 

you see the fruits  
of your hard work.” 

XO Moreau
Planner 

Over the last year,  
Alex Moreau 

(@XOMoreauWeddings)  
worked with  

“clients who are  
the best match for  

me,” which gave  
her space to  

“continue being an 
innovator  

and inspire the  
world of weddings  

by seeking out  
unique ideas.”

Le Petite Privé 
Planner

Modern Love Productions    
Michele Harvey and Osiris Rojas
@ModernLoveProductions
Based in: Florida
Expertise: Videography 
Founded: August 2017
Fun Fact: A David Bowie song inspired their 
business name. 

Michele and Osiris are committed 
to bringing a “fresh approach 
to a space that’s often overtly 
traditional,” they say. “As biracial 
wife-and-wife videographers, our 
goal is for all couples to feel seen, 
represented and celebrated in 
our work.” Giving back is also at 
the core of their business. “We 
have a donation matching system. 
If our couples donate to one of 
our selected charities—helping 
youth and homeless women and 
children—we match it,” they say.   

WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING: “Part 
of their magic is being a married 
couple: wives who work together. 
It’s wonderful for all couples, but 
extra-special for queer couples. 
They understand the nuances of 
queer weddings and relationships.”  
– @JoveMeyer 

“They embrace diversity and 
inclusivity on all fronts. It’s a breath 
of fresh air working with them.”  
– @KyleeYee

Together Events   
Justine Broughal and 
Maryam Shariat Mudrick
@Together.Events
Based in: New York 
Expertise: Planning 
Founded: December 2016
Motivated by: “The hope 
that the world we build will 
outshine the one that we 
leave behind.”

Justine and Maryam 
are focused on 
creating inclusive and 
socially conscious 
celebrations that disrupt 
heteronormative wedding 
traditions. “By creatively 
rethinking the status quo 
and sourcing vendors 
thoughtfully, we carve our 
path in a more equitable 

way,” they say. “We 
celebrate partnership, 
not patriarchy, and 
ensure our clients 
and collaborators are 
actively invited to 
engage their full selves 
in the planning process.”

WHAT PEOPLE  
ARE SAYING:  
“Everyone deserves  
to feel seen, welcome  
and uplifted, and  
their team makes this  
a top priority.” 
– @KarenObrist 

“They are voices of 
passion and inclusion  
in the wedding industry. 
They are hardworking, 
open, kind, talented  
and driven to create  
a healthier industry  
and world.”
– @SarahBodeClark

Willow House Beauty   
Michelle Schultz
@WillowHouse.Beauty
Based in: New York 
Expertise: Hair and Makeup
Founded: January 2019
Words to live by: “We are in the 
business of love, and love has  
no gender or race.”

“We are not a bridal hair 
and makeup business,” says 
Michelle. “We are a beauty 
company for all couples who 
want to feel like their best 
selves for their wedding. 
Feeling great is something 
all folks across the gender 
spectrum deserve. I’m proud 
of having a team that reflects 
the diversity and inclusivity 
that Willow House portrays in 

Xin Huang 
(@LePetitePrive) 

enjoyed “meeting 
and connecting 

with fellow honor-
ees. It was lovely to 
form a supportive 
community that 

shows up and 
cheers you on. We 

are excited to nour-
ish this community 
so we can all grow 

and thrive.”

Nearlywed Coaching   
Tirzah Stein
@NearlywedCoaching
Based in: Colorado
Expertise: Officiant and Coaching 
Founded: September 2021
Words to live by: “Not everyone getting 
married identifies as a bride.”

Tirzah’s goal is to help nearlyweds plan 
a ceremony “outside of the traditional 

confines of what society says a ceremony should be.” She doesn’t 
just care about a couple’s nuptials, but also about helping them 
build a strong foundation to their relationship through premarital 
coaching that offers judgment-free support. She says, “Many 
couples are happy to find this service without having to go through a 
religious institution.”

WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING: “She’s throwing caution to the wind and 
building a business (and community) that doesn’t conform to norms 
but encourages individuality.” – @KaitlinSheaWeddings 

“She is the definition of inclusive.” – @LPCreativeEvents 

DJ Chan Don   
Donnie Young
@DJChan_Don
Based in: Maryland
Expertise: Music
Founded:  
December 2018 
Motivated by:  
“Showing that talent 
knows no gender.”

In addition to serving 
couples as a DJ, Donnie 
is also committed to 
supporting other mu-
sicians through mental 
health advocacy. “A 
branch of my business is 
a nonprofit focused on 
mental health for women 
in entertainment,” she 
says. “It’s a passion proj-
ect of mine since I have 
so many friends who are 
in all areas of entertain-
ment. We are all experi-
encing the same issues 
in some form. It’s meant 
to be a community to 
help guide others and 
be a safe space to let it 
all out.”

WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING: “It’s 
always important to me to find 
a DJ who can balance out the 
dynamic of the guests like she 
does. She has so much potential 
within the wedding and event 
industry.” – @BAstonishedEvents 

“Donnie is a versatile and 
creative force in the industry. 
She’s a pro who contains 
multitudes—a DJ, a classically 
trained pianist, a mental-health 
advocate and an educator.” 
– Kim Forrest, Senior Editor, 
The Knot 
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deMelis Atelier  
Melissa Lynn Oddo
@deMelisAtelier
Based in: Connecticut
Expertise: Wedding Dress Alterations
Founded: August 2018
Motivated by: “Bringing the industry
into the 21st century with modern flair.”

In addition to growing her own 
alterations business, Melissa is 
committed to supporting the wedding 
dress industry as a whole through 
Stitched Collective. “It’s a community 
focused on connection, education and 
awareness for the sewing trades,” she 
says. “We really try to make our craft 
visible to both clients and retailers 
alike and show people that wedding 
dress alterations shouldn’t be in the 
shadows,” she says. “It’s hard work, but 
tailoring has been slowly dying. If I see 
that needle move in the other direction, 
I would be so proud of that legacy.” 

WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING: “She leads 
with the highest level of integrity, 
professionalism, education and 
positivity.” – @AJubileeEvent

“Melissa is a core leader in wedding 
alterations and tailoring. She is building 
community for those within the trade.”  
– Esther Lee, Deputy Editor, The Knot

The Advocate continued

its work. Our team is made up 
of people of all genders, the 
LGBTQIA+ community and folks 
from different backgrounds.” 
Looking ahead, Michelle 
hopes to continue making the 
wedding industry more diverse.

WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING:  
“She is inclusive, kind and  
does stunning work.”  
– @TPIMWeddings 

“I absolutely adore her. There’s 
no one better.” – @DavisRow

Where are they now?


