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When Mia moves to Vermont the summer
after seventh grade, she's recovering
from the broken arm she got falling off a
balance beam. And packed away in the
moving boxes under her clothes and
gymnastics trophies is a secret she'd
rather forget. Mia's change in scenery
brings day camp, new friends, and time
with her beloved grandmother, But Graom
is convinced someone is trying to
destroy her cricket farm. Is it sabotage
or is Gram's thinking impaired from the
stroke she suffered months ago? Mia
and her friends set out to investigate,
but can they uncover the truth in time
to save Gram's farm? And will that
discovery empower Mia to confront the
secret she's been hiding--and find the
courage she never knew she had?

In a compelling story rich with
friendship, science, and summer fun, a
girl finds her voice while navigating the
Joys and challenges of growing up.

by Kate Messner gk

Read Aloud Video

Here is a little background information about our First
Chapter Friday title and its creator. Feel free to add
your own notes and thoughts in the bottom box.

What's It About?

Who Wrote It?

Kate Messner is passionately curious and
writes books that encourage kids to
wonder. She writes picture books. chapter
books and books for middle schoolers.
Before becoming o full-time writer, Kate
was o TV news reporter as well as an
educator who spent fifteen years
teaching middle school English. She lives on
Loke Champlain with her family and is
trying to summit all 46 Adirondack High
Peaks in between book deadlines. Kate's
writing advice? "I think one of the most
important things to do if you want to be a
writer is to lead an interesting life. Go
outside. Try new things. Talk to people,
especially people whose lives are different

from yours. And
don’t pass up
opportunities.”
You can learn
more about Kate
and her many
books at her
website:

www. katemessnher,
com or in this
videos' interview!
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