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Even with a vast ocean between us, the lure of the Old World is 
inescapable and its magic untranslatable. Every region in every country 
has its own deep, wholly unique roots. These roots connect intricately 
throughout the continent, a complex network from which sprouted the 
origins of nearly every facet of Western society.

Squint into the distance: you can still see the ghosts of rising dust clouds 
on roads leading to Rome or Athens. Time travel becomes easy when 
staying in a rustic chateau among the cypress-guarded hills of sun-
drenched Tuscany. It simply stands still when sipping an espresso on the 
canals of Venice or drinking in a sea breeze on the shores of Tenerife. 

Travel inland and crane your neck until you can stretch it no more to take 
in majestic spires that twist into the sun in London, Paris, or Barcelona. 
Trade those towers for whitewashed buildings capped in blue in Santorini.

Regardless of the European destination, find yourself swept up in the 
romance of a fairy tale—a story still being written.

WELCOME  
TO EUROPE





ITALY 
La Dolce Vita

A country that hardly needs introduction, the landscapes, history, culture, 
and cuisine of Italy have nonetheless inspired many—in song, literature, paint, 
and on plates. A diverse landscape promises that no visit could possibly be 
long enough, with magnificent mountains to be conquered, rolling hills and 
vineyards to unwind in, ancient cities to get lost in, and warm Mediterranean 
beaches to doze on. With so many distinct regions, to visit any part of Italy is 
to fall in love with only one part of a soul. 

Inspired by the stirring beauty of this cradle of the Renaissance, artists such 
as Michelangelo, da Vinci, Botticelli, Titian, Raphael, and Bernini all created 
masterpieces here, many of which can still be found in cities throughout 
Italy. Astounding architecture, monumental palaces and squares, elaborate 
fountains, daring fashion, authentic tastes of one of the most popular cuisines 
in the world, and some of the finest wines on earth … the manmade 
treasures of Italy are the only ones that come close to rivaling its natural ones.
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ROME 
Never was there a more fitting nickname than that of the Eternal City. Every 
stone here has its memories: of streets once marched by conquering armies 
led by proud emperors, Spanish Steps trodden by generations of Romans; 
walls remember the roar of thousands as gladiators circled the dirt floor of 
the Colosseum. The city’s glorious past is proudly displayed, from the Forum 
where Julius Caesar spoke to the stunningly preserved Pantheon to the awe-
inspiring Sistine Chapel. Visitors to the city have been tossing coins into the 
Neptune-inspired Trevi Fountain for generations, hoping it will help them 
return … because although Rome endures, it also evolves. 

Modern-minded shoppers find paradise in the “Trident,” where high-end and 
couture boutiques line the avenues with some of the finest names in luxury 
today. Contemporary trattorias serve elegant food and fine espresso, and the 
young and young at heart make memories discovering the bustling nightlife of 
this vast city.
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THE WESTIN EXCELSIOR, ROME

Located on famed Via Veneto, this hotel’s 316 luxurious guestrooms 
and suites are a short stroll from the Spanish Steps, Borghese 
Gardens, Via Condotti shopping, and other famous sites. Get a taste 
of la dolce vita at Doney restaurant and its attached café and terrace 
as well as OVRM bar, or savor well-being with WestinWORKOUT® 
and Kami Wellness Center’s fitness studio, pool, and sauna.

ROME CAVALIERI, A WALDORF 
ASTORIA RESORT 

Set on Rome’s highest hilltop amid 15 acres of Mediterranean 
parkland, few views of St. Peter’s Dome are clearer than that from 
this hotel. Opulent suites feature unique adornments that include 
glass ceilings, rare art, antique furnishings, and other trappings of 
another time, while a choice of pools, two tennis courts, a spa, and 
Michelin-starred dining offer present-day luxury.

HOTEL QUIRINALE 

A 20-minute stroll from this historic 19th century building takes 
you to the Coliseum, but Rome’s entertainment history lives on 
more beautifully even closer by, as the Rome Opera House is 
right through the courtyard. Ease of access to the best of the city 
continues with the Repubblica Metro Station just outside. Familiar, 
traditional furnishings help guests feel immediately at ease.

HOTEL INDIGO ROME – ST. GEORGE 

Galleries, boutiques, and artisan workshops surround this luxury 
hotel on Via Giulia, whose original travertine walls and murals 
celebrate artistic expression. Visit in summer to enjoy handpicked 
seasonal cuisine at I Sofà’s rooftop in addition to the restaurant, 
or any time to relax in the Roman bath or your updated room, 
beneath a unique wall mural that adds dramatic flair to your stay.

HOTEL DIANA ROOF GARDEN

Experience true Roman hospitality tradition at this historical 
property opened by famed hotelier Benedetto De Angelis in 1939. 
A wide variety of rooms include a Junior Suite with a round bed and 
private Turkish bath, but all rooms provide a tasteful retreat from 
the bustling Termini station and the Opera House. Its namesake 
roof garden is a must for the views and extensive menu.

Rome, Italy Rome, Italy

Rome, Italy Rome, Italy

ALEPH ROME HOTEL, CURIO 
COLLECTION BY HILTON 

Recognized for its luxury rooftop restaurant and hammam 
experience, this former bank headquarters ten minutes on foot 
from the Trevi Fountain and Spanish Steps has thrived in its new life 
as an upscale hotel. Original marble detailing; a Finnish sauna; high-
tech, pet-friendly rooms; a lunch buffet of local produce at 1930s 
Restaurant; and a cognac and cigar lounge make it unique. 

Rome, Italy Rome, Italy
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HOTEL SAVOY ROMA

Guests of this 19th century palace on a discreet corner of Via Veneto 
get a taste of real life and days past in the Eternal City. Its 120 rooms 
are classically decorated with vintage furniture, oversized mirrors, 
marble, and Murano glass chandeliers. Be sure to book a meal at the 
rooftop garden and restaurant, open until late night, and peep at 
Villa Borghese, just five minutes away.

HOTEL ROMANICO PALACE

Close to the Spanish Steps and Trevi Fountain, in one of the most 
stylish districts in Rome, this elegant hotel is characterized by its 
classic Italian style. Amenities include a wellness center, gym, WiFi, 
and concierge. The restaurant serves buffet breakfast and à la carte 
lunch and dinner, while the rooftop terrace offers breathtaking 
views of the city. Experience an exclusive atmosphere of warmth, 
courtesy, and elegance.

THE TRIBUNE, PART OF JDV BY HYATT

The Eternal City is timeless, but this 52-room boutique hotel is all 
modern. It cuts a distinctive presence just steps from the historic 
Villa Borghese and Via Veneto, with contemporary features like 
strikingly sleek interiors and a gorgeous rooftop bar and terrace 
that overlooks the landmark estate and its parklike grounds. 

LE MÉRIDIEN VISCONTI ROME

Walk to the Spanish Steps and the Vatican from this light and bright 
hotel, whose 240 rooms recall the nostalgia of the ’70s with a 
modern twist. This design theme carries through to Longitude 12 
Bistrot & Jardin, which serves real Pinsa Romana and is perfect for 
an aperitif. In the summer, try a beverage at the Roof 7 Terrace bar, 
too, to sip and smile through live music.

Rome, Italy Rome, Italy

Rome, Italy Rome, Italy
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ROME
TOURS

Classic Highlights Morning Tour 
Visit the classic monuments of Rome with a private guide with 

this three-hour tour. Start with a pleasant stroll from Piazza della 

Repubblica’s Fountain of Nayads to the historical center’s Trevi 

Fountain, the Column of Marco Aurelio, Bernini-designed  

Montecitorio Palace, the Pantheon, and Piazza Navona.

Rome Imperial Highlights
The symbol of Rome, the Colosseum, waits for you after a morning 

spent exploring the Roman Forum and Palatine Hill, all of which  

neatly recap the history of ancient Rome from the very beginning,  

over 2,000 years ago. Take your time learning about the everyday life  

of this storied civilization with a private local guide, who will also  

supply entrance tickets to the Colosseum and Roman Forum. 

Vatican Museums Tour 
Founded by Pope Julius II in the early 16th century and enlarged by 

successive pontiffs, here lies one of the world’s greatest art collections. 

Ride on a double-decker bus and skip the lines for the Belvedere 

Courtyard; Pio-Clementino Museum; Galleries of Candelabra, 

Geographic Maps, and Tapestries; and the Sistine Chapel. The  

wonder continues with a visit to St. Peter’s Square and Basilica,  

where you’ll view Michelangelo’s Pietà and Bernini’s Baldachin. 





FLORENCE 
Firenze, a city of red-tiled roofs jauntily baking under a golden Tuscan sun, 
steals hearts in a sigh. There’s much to be said about the birthplace of the 
Renaissance. Considered one of the most architecturally beautiful cities in the 
world, its buildings are as easily recognizable as the famous works of art by 
Botticelli, Michelangelo, da Vinci, and Raffaello housed in the esteemed Uffizi 
Gallery. 

Among the most well-known landmarks stand the orange-domed Duomo, the 
Cathedral of Santa Maria del Fiore, and its bell tower, Campanile di Giotto, 
rising high above the buildings that make up Florence’s heart. 

When the sense of sight is exhausted, those of scent and taste can easily take 
over. World-famous cuisine, accented with virgin pressed olive oil and washed 
down with the region’s celebrated Chianti, rouse taste buds to dance. Inhale 
the bouquet of fine wine, and feel the sun on your back as you do so. That’s 
all it takes to realize why people fall so in love with Florence.
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PLAZA HOTEL LUCCHESI 

The city is at its best when seen from the expansive viewpoints of 
Plaza Hotel Lucchesi. The hotel opened in 1860, one of the first 
in the city. Today, it has been completely renovated, from its 82 
contemporary rooms and 10 suites all the way up to an amazing 
rooftop with a pool and American bar. Chart your exploration from 
there, with a live map of the city right beneath you.

BRUNELLESCHI HOTEL 

Experience charm and views of the Duomo from the historic center 
of Florence and within walking distance of the famous Uffizi Gallery, 
must-see museums, shopping areas, and attractions. Completely 
renovated in a contemporary style, this 96-room hotel features a 
Michelin-star restaurant, Tuscan osteria, private museum, wonderful 
suites, and suite ambassador service.

RIVOLI BOUTIQUE HOTEL 

The peace of the former 14th century Franciscan cloister is central 
to this small hotel nestled between fellow historic buildings on Via 
della Scala. Within, find a secret garden courtyard, year-round jetted 
swimming pool, spa with sauna and Turkish bath, and eclectic Tuscan 
restaurant just steps from monuments like Ponte Vecchio, Palazzo 
Pitti, and the Uffizi gallery. 

Florence, Italy Florence, Italy

Florence, Italy

THE WESTIN EXCELSIOR, FLORENCE 

Neighboring the famous Ponte Vecchio, Uffizi Gallery, and Pitti 
Palace, luxurious modern accommodations meet seven centuries 
of Florentine history at this property. Its presence on Piazza 
Ognissanti is impressive, featuring recently refurbished guestrooms, 
a professional staff dedicated to impeccable service, and a state-of-
the-art business center. AAA Five Diamond.

SINA VILLA MEDICI,  
AUTOGRAPH COLLECTION

A luxurious 19th century palace in the heart of Florence, beautifully 
refined from a nine-month refurbishment, the Sina Villa Medici is the 
epitome of modernity and tradition. Enjoy elegant salons, splendid 
suites—some with a Jacuzzi® and city views—a pool, the cozy Jockey 
Bar, and Conservatory Restaurant, which overlooks the garden and 
offers unique style and Tuscan culinary specialties. 

Florence, Italy Florence, Italy
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FLORENCE
TOURS

Best of Florence Walking Tour
Begin at one of the most historic piazzas in Florence, Piazza della 

Repubblica, to arrive at Loggia del Mercato Nuovo for a good luck rub 

of the Porcellino statue. Learn about this and other local legends with 

your guide, who will then take you to Ponte Vecchio, Accademia dei 

Gergofili, Uffuzi Square, Piazza della Signoria, and Piazza San Giovanni, 

where you’ll end beneath the shadow of the cathedral. 

Siena, San Gimignano & Chianti  
with Wine Tasting
Cross the beautiful Chianti hills to the medieval hilltop walls of 

Monteriggioni and stately architecture of Siena. Refresh yourself with 

San Gimignano’s famous white wine, then drink in views of Vernaccia, 

a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Do some sightseeing on your own 

along its narrow streets, reconvene over included gelato, then melt 

back into the postcard-perfect landscape of Chianti. 

Half-Day Pisa Tour
Journey through the sunny countryside in a Mercedes to walk around 

Piazza dei Miracoli, where the city’s symbol has stood for 840 years … 

alongside other historic buildings like the cathedral and Monumental 

Graveyard, which was partially destroyed during WWII. Another 

popular stop is Piazza dei Cavalieri’s Muda Tower, where Dante’s  

Count Ugolino della Gherardesca and his family were immured.

Pisa, Siena & San Gimignano
Wander a UNESCO World Heritage Site, medieval towns, and 

unforgettable urban spaces in this all-day comprehensive Tuscan 

countryside tour. You’ll see artistic masterpieces by those such as  

Ambrogio Lorenzetti and architectural ones like the Collegiata. 

Experience history through the still-standing 13 towers of San 

Gimignano, the shell-shaped Piazza del Campo of Siena, Piazza dei 

Miracoli, and more.

Chianti Colors and Flavors Tour
Fine wine and rolling hills lure visitors away from the city to enjoy 

relaxing afternoons in the Tuscan countryside. Begin with snacks at 

a rustic wine estate with home-produced olive oil, then visit Greve, 

the best-known Chianti-producing village. Walk its alleys and medieval 

square, visit artisan shops, then finish with another wine tasting with 

local products and among the olive trees of the estate.





TUSCANY 
Tall cypresses stand guard just outside the cities of Tuscany, while red-roofed 
farmhouses and fields of sunflowers add pops of joyful color. A food-lover’s 
paradise, this region that stretches from the Tyrrhenian Sea to the Apennines 
is a cornucopia of some of Italy’s finest gourmet exports, from fresh olives to 
perfect rows of grapevines, waiting to be turned into the finest wines. The 
former breadbasket of the Roman Empire, little in this regard has changed in 
those thousands of years.

Tuscany’s cities remain wonderfully preserved as well, with Florence and Siena 
remaining the frontrunners as the most-visited cities in the region. All are 
renowned repositories of visual and culinary art, offering delectable dining, 
lauded museums, stunning architecture, and elaborate frescoes. 

Nearby, Pisa’s oft-photographed Leaning Tower is unmistakable; the town’s 
Square of Miracles has provided millions with pictures that still can’t manage 
to do this ancient city justice.
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GRAND UNIVERSE LUCCA, 
AUTOGRAPH COLLECTION

Set at the foot of the Apuan Alps and less than half an hour from 
the Versilia coast, this Lucca city center hotel offers the charms of 
all. Rooftop views of St. Martino’s Cathedral, an ancient glassblower’s 
fountain remnants, and building wall foundations that date back to 
Roman times add more historical context as contemporary design 
and a lavish lounge remind guests to stay present.

GRAND HOTEL DUOMO

Stay near Piazza dei Miracoli just steps from the famous Leaning 
Tower in newly refurbished rooms and suites that are bright, refined, 
and accented with marble and wood. Meals at Ranieri and other 
restaurants offer feasts for eyes as well as the palate, especially from 
the fifth-floor terrace. Taste wines from the cellar or enjoy happy 
hour at the Tower Sky Lounge. Pisa views abound.

RELAIS LA COSTA – DIMORA STORICA
Exclusively for those ages 16 and up, this historical seven-suite 
residence near Siena offers an exclusive retreat that emphasizes 
serenity, healthy living, and, of course, luxury. A pool, spa, and 
outdoor whirlpool serve up watery relaxation; Tuscan finger-food 
breakfasts and the private restaurant for guests only serve up 
ingredients from BiOrto, the organic garden.

Pisa, Tuscany Lucca, Tuscany

Siena, Tuscany

GROTTA GIUSTI THERMAL SPA RESORT 
TUSCANY, AUTOGRAPH COLLECTION

So beautiful it could only have been inspired by the heart of a poet—
and it was!—this family villa is serene in a large park with a pool, 
thermal spring, and spectacular grotto and spa. Two restaurants, 
a lounge bar, café by the garden, yoga and wellness programs, 
sweeping views, and more welcome reflection by the gardens, from 
nature trails, and at the nearby golf course.

GRAND HOTEL CONTINENTAL  
SIENA – STARHOTELS COLLECTION

An impressive historical residence from the 17th century located 
in the heart of medieval Siena, this member of the Leading Small 
Hotels of the World offers 51 elegant rooms furnished with 
antiques of exquisite design. Just steps away from Piazza del Campo 
and the Duomo di Siena, it’s closer still to the gourmet Sapordivino 
fine dining restaurant and a Renaissance salon for formal events.

Siena, Tuscany Monsummano Terme, Tuscany
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VENICE 
Built on a lagoon, navigable only by foot and by boat, Venice’s 117 islands 
are separated by 177 canals and linked back together by more than 400 
picturesque bridges, creating a story of separation and connection as romantic 
as any to emerge from this beautiful city. 

Time stands quite still in Venice’s quiet serenity. Gondoliers shuttle visitors to 
their destinations with traditional songs. The bell tower in Piazza San Marco 
continues to ring through the narrow streets, the famous St. Mark’s Basilica 
and the Campanile still standing resplendent over the cobbles, only minutes 
from the stunning Bridge of Sighs.

A softly romantic city comes to vibrant life when Carnival takes place, the 
celebratory air extending to every corner of all six quarters of Venice. But no 
matter when, it only takes one visit to realize that every day in Venice is an 
occasion to remember.
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