
Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.

          AR Reading Level: 4.3                            Lexile Level: 610L 

I want to read this book:   YES / NO

Here is a little background information about our First Chapter
Friday title and its creator. Feel free to add your own notes

and thoughts in the bottom box. 
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Name Date

Pat O'Toole has always idolized
his older brother, Coop. Coop is...
different. He doesn't talk on the
phone, doesn't use email, and
doesn't have friends. He's never
really cared for anything but the
thrill of being underground, and
for Pat of course. So it's no
surprise to anyone that after a
huge fight with their parents,
Coop runs away. One year later,
Pat receives a package
containing a digital voice
recorder and a cryptic message
from his brother. He follows the
clues to New York City and soon
discovers that Coop has joined
the Community, a society living
beneath the streets. Now it's up
to Pat to find his brother -- and
bring him home.

Who Wrote It?What's It About?

I was born and raised in Portland, Oregon.
When I was five years old my parents gave
me an old manual typewriter that weighed
more than I did! It was my favorite
possession. I spent hours in my room
clacking away on that old typewriter. Of
course, when I was five I didn’t know how
to spell and I barely knew how to read, but
I loved the sound and the look of the
letters on the crisp white paper.
Things haven’t changed much since then. I
still spend several hours a day in my room
clacking away and I still love the sound of
the keyboard and the look of the letters
and words that eventually turn into
stories. The only difference is that I can 

WHAT I THINK

Beneath

by Roland Smith

read now and I
spell a lot
better. I spend
my days in my
basement office
(in Portland, OR)
writing stories
that usually
include animals. If
I’m not writing
I’m traveling —
doing research.

Read Aloud Video


