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BEFORE HE WAS MUHAMMAD AL, HE WAS CASSIUS CLAY.

What's It About?

Before he was a household name,
Cassius Clay was a kid with struggles
like any other. James Patterson and
Kwame Alexander join forces to
vividly depict his life up to age
seventeen in both prose and verse,
including his childhood friendships,
struggles in school. the racism he
faced. and his discovery of boxing.
Readers will learn about Cassius’s
family and neighbors in Louisville,
Kentucky, and how Cassius began
training as an amateur boxer at age
twelve. Before long, he won his first
Golden Gloves bout and began his
transformation into the unrivaled
Muhammad Ali. Fully authorized by
and written in cooperation with the
Muhammad Ali estate, Becoming
Muhammad Ali dynamically captures
the budding charisma and youthful
personality of one of the greatest
sports heroes of all time

Becoming Muhammad Ali

by Kwame Alexander
and James Patterson

Here is a little background information about our First
Chapter Friday title and its creator. Feel free to add
your own notes and thoughts in the bottom box.

Read Aloud Video

Who Wrote It?

Things Kwame and James have in common.,,

e Award Winning Authors

e Both have written more than 40 books!

o Advocates for Children’s Literature

e« Some of their books have been turned
into movies and TV shows!

e They are philanthropists, which means
they donate money to charitable causes.

Some differences...
e James lives in Florida.
e Kwame lives in London,

James has a son,

Kwame has a daughter.

James writes prose.

Kwame writes poetry.

AR Reading Level: 5.4

Lexile Level: 1010L

I want to read this book: YES / NO

@~ WHAT I THINK %

se this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.



