
Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.

AR Reading Level: 5.2       Lexile Level: 720L 

I want to read this book:   YES / NO

Here is a little background information about our First Chapter Friday
title and its creator. Feel free to add your own notes and thoughts in

the bottom box. 
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Name Date

All light in Chattana is created by one man
— the Governor, who appeared after the
Great Fire to bring peace and order to
the city. For Pong, who was born in
Namwon Prison, the magical lights
represent freedom, and he dreams of the
day he will be able to walk among them. But
when Pong escapes from prison, he
realizes that the world outside is no
fairer than the one behind bars. The
wealthy dine and dance under bright orb
light, while the poor toil away in darkness.
Worst of all, Pong’s prison tattoo marks
him as a fugitive who can never be truly
free. Nok, the prison warden’s perfect
daughter, is bent on tracking Pong down
and restoring her family’s good name. But
as Nok hunts Pong through the alleys and
canals of Chattana, she uncovers secrets
that make her question the truths she has
always held dear. Set in a Thai-inspired
fantasy world, Christina Soontornvat’s
twist on Victor Hugo’s Les Misérables is a
dazzling, fast-paced adventure that
explores the difference between law and
justice — and asks whether one child can
shine a light in the dark.

Who Wrote It?What's It About?

Christina Soontornvat grew up behind the
counter of her parents’ Thai restaurant
in a small Texas town with her nose stuck
in a book. She is very proud of both her
Thai and her Texan roots, and makes
regular trips to both Weatherford and
Bangkok to see her beloved family members
(and eat lots and lots of Thai food!). In
addition to being an author, Christina
holds a B.S. in Mechanical Engineering and a
master’s degree in Science Education. She
spent a decade working in the science
museum field, where she designed programs
and exhibits to get kids excited about
science. She is passionate about STEM

WHAT I THINK

A Wish in the Dark

by Christina Soontornvat

and loves
learning new
things. She lives
in Austin,
Texas with her
husband, two
young children,
and one old cat.
Learn more
about Christina
in this video's
interview.  :) 

Read Aloud Video


