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house on a quiet corner in Edgur‘l‘.wre&ented i'h;
with a restoration quandary.
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Extossive photo documertatien and

prn:lﬂ measureEmanis want into dasigning
thie fagadeo of the now kowpe in the same
spdrit as tha ariginal, built in 1R70



Helsan Smith, ehe eldest of nine children and unodficlal famidly historan, grew ip in the 1870 howse that once stood hore, now rebaibt anew

ang hefore the wreg kingr machine tonk its first bite, thie
houge at 86 South Summer Strect was a sad-loaking
!||'.r|;.' — mlldewed, |1'l:.'i|1|.:. amd :tﬂirp; bohe maza fxat

S i locked all the sadder for is pr::.|:|'i|'n'|'|l: site on one of
thie st residential cormers in EE;|g.:r'|n-. n. Mever mind that the
street cormer #i18 jusl outside the FHistoric Distret, whoae ja ggﬂl
borders are arguably gerrymandered in the first place

Indoors, the hause looked no jollier. Ceilings crumbled.
Wallpaper drooped. Floors shifted on the unsteady legs of an
ald foundation. Wind and water swept through broken window
nanes. And thére was |':|:|r.|li1:1~:-;:-; I'|1r\-:|1|.|L_:.'I'.|'|||'._ save 3 few chairs, a
dining table, a Bible from the i8oos, and a withering plano.

Hewvertheless, the sprawling 1870 howse had distinction
.||'|||:-|'||_'!._ in its heritage of homesteaders and in the arehitectural
deviations that enchanted decades of pagsersby, First and mayhe
faremoat, in & staid I'll.'l|.|"|1 borhood knowmn for is I.|h:l.'|l.li!ll'li
shiuiiers of near-black 'F-'r||_}.'|1|-:|w|| green,” the shuiters at Mo,
M wore a :l'--:'h.' RO 1o-hel] Blue, The B |1|_,:|‘| Sireel r.'n;‘il‘.l.!' s 80
bold as to sport a bay window, 11 had Eront entries on two ides,
oave of which wsed to be owthtted with one of those Victorian
follies = a porch, And whereas the house was likely known as the
Captain Thomas Fordbam Howse when it was buoill Tor & geat
wilso gailed a nineteenth-century wihaber, it came to be known in
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recent imes a% the Bill Smith house, home toa twentieth-
century guy who calered clambakes,

Caplain Fordham is long departed. Bill Smith passed away
i 200z —at home al Na I‘-ﬁ. in hiz hil:'l.'p: [iosais Vears lxtor his
house mate and younger brother Mark died. Ags of 2007, the ald
house el wae dead and OTHE = 11 3 ':inh:l-e' aufLimin d.::.'. 1}
sprawling cclifice was :-.u|1r||-e-|.’| and hawled away.,

In its place quickly rose a replica of its former self - at least
as it appears from the street, The tdy new house was concels el
by the property's latest owners, Gabrelle (*Grey™) and Michael
Hirschield of Mew York, nided by the vision of architect Patrick
Ahearn and the handiwork of the eilders at Colonial Repro
ductions, both in Edgartown. Fans of the Bill Smith house sing
praises for the “restoration.” Hardly a passerby would guess that
Mo, 86 18 a brand-new build, Unless perhaps he's 3 Smith

Mo, B 1!!-_"'||'|'!!.l£-|'|:| b Mary West 51rr||:--:;|'. N 10934, when her
I-::-|:||'-:.'|'.1r--:b'||:.'| grandeod Bill Sembth rowved inowiths his paremis amd
:-i'|r'||||t_':: Bill'z brother Melson was the eldest of the broad, which
eveniually grew to nine, Today Meleon (8 the unafhcial fmily

historian. “I'm more bmily-oriented than the rest,” says the re-

Facing: a-growtl pine Roering, antigue windew glass, and histook
fimEshings help miake the howse feel like a restomilon




+

Thie Hirgchiebds, from beft, Natasha, Rod, Gabaielbe (“Grey "], and Michael, relas in thelr backyand, which s next door o the Smith bouse they rent aut

tired mariner and long-tme pllot of the On Time ferry o Chap-
suiddick. He still calls Edgariown home. Nelson cherished

the old house, Grey H eld cherished the b

beefare she ever had a notlon she would own it Nels

cach have their love stories, todd here in their own wo

Grandmother got a really
alomg High Street, from 5

i o i 1ges, There was an ald lady living there = either the
wile o the mother of the captain who bl the house - and the
deal was that my grandmather to take care of her fo

% she lved, Grandmother wag ve i .__g-m'u:l at that. 1 don't bed

the lady lived more than a couple of years after grandmother
bought the place.

My mother, Marguerite Gestrude Simpson Smith, was bom
in the house in 1904, She got a good education = went to the
Bridgewater Mormal School and then taught at the Oak Bluls
School. My father, Stanley Marcus Smith, came from the Vine-
yand Haven Smiths, Crur ans ar pohn Smith arrived here in

b4z, even before the Mayhews, with the original English land

Faeing: Archigact Patrick Ahaarm rewiod kod Lhe Insldas Liyait, ke I""-"'-IE-
maving the tiairs to tha middle af the house, ior better traffic Mo

grant. He becamie n1:|.|_1_;i~:‘.:':|'.|:= of both Martha's 'n."'iru":.'.'lrnj and
Mantucket.

Dad ran the watersorks im Vineyard Haven. Later he was
Edgartown chief of pelice, Mother was three months pregnant
with me before she even told my grand parents she was married.
We lived all over Edgariown — in the house that's now il Polnt
Way Inn on Main Street, then up in the Planting Field Way arca.
When | was eight ar nine years old, ol fnto grandmoth-
er's house on High Street. I8 was just three of us kids then - me,
vy sister Mary, and my hrother Ball

ey

I"ve been coming to the Vineyard on vacation my whole life,
HErLOE s When | vwas a child, iy meoilser and | weould .1.|'.'l.';|:.':
T\'ﬂ]k. FHI!-' |.|'||." '3.|:|:|||]:| II.‘L'ILL"'L'. I t‘iil"a'i'.'d 1![1.' I.".Il.H" 3tll.'i|.|.I!:|:3l. iLrIIJ | I:I!'H:IJ
pecking through the bay window and seeing the room with the
]'r_i.'n:lu.

Wly hiusband and | started coming to the [skand with our
awn family about teenty years age. For a couple of sunmers,
we rented 2 house across High Steect from the Smith he
We always eyed this ane special howse at the corner of High
and Schaod streets. Then in 2004, W ad in the
".’|r1r-:.l:|r.1 arete with a II-'I:l'.Ine:i the house, and we smid,. "That's

1™ Wi p;r.'tl:ll.inl thie opportunity to pur hase &, Tt bosokesd bk an

FALL=WINTIK 300 T




The kivchen, with antlgue Eunopean accont tiles, is now on tha east side of the kowse to take advantage of the moming sunshine

odd house, but 1t was actually built in 178 in what used to be the
Smithe' backyard.

We ended up rebuilding the howse abfber we learned it had
some structural issues, I was a “spec” house that wasn't well
basflt in the frest place, [t's abowt three-and-a-half feet taller than
it used to be, and we added clapboards and a porch. Otherwise,
iF's basically the same house on the original foundation. We call
it the Secret Carden House, becauge it's sort of hidden,

Mark Smith was a nice next-door neighbor, He was the last
ome living in the Smith house after his mother passed and then
hiz brother Bill. He allowed us to pat up a fence between our
hiouse and his. Unfortunately, Mark died suddenly just a couple
of vears afber we bought our house.

The following year, we learnasd that the Smith house was
an the market. Apparenitly, the family lad tried to hold onte
bast couldn’t. That was the house | always really boved. Someonie
already had 2 bid on it - 2 hedge-fund guy from Greenwich,
Connecticut, | heard. Since the house was in such poor
condition, and since it sat outside the Historle Distebet, we
wondered: What if the new owmner fears it down and builds
sommething totally inappropriate? So we quickly outhid the other
buryer and bought the Smith bouse ourselves. 1t was kind of 2
scary move, since we had just put a lot of money into the ather
houze, hat we had every intention of saving the Smith house
and restoring it
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Malson

My grandparents, parents, and all nine of ws kids lived in the
house wogether, Pive boys and four girls, My grandfather was the
night watchiman in Edgartown for about thirty years. My brother
Gearge died when he was just five or gix. He got hold of some
pillz and swallowed them, thinking they were candy, [ don't
think my father ever got over it

We had a I'Ill“-l’! ]l:'.'i:ng o afd d inlng rosoart, The g_irl; all
had separate bedrooms, but the boys all shared — except me. |
had my own room most of the time, becanse | was the oldest
aned 1 worked, It was tough on my father, feeding our whole
gEng- S0 when 1 was about eleven, 1 got a farm job, milking
cows and delivering eges and 50 on, I made two bucks 3 week.
Later | worked at First Mabional Stores in Vineyard Haven. [f my
job started at six am., my mother would make sure | was on my
freet by Ave. She would serve me hot cereal and mmilk.

She was a wonderful piano and argan player. Used to play
|.11,- ear. After the house was l:h:ptir.'ﬂ, the prar was left inside.
Mobody in the Gmily wanted it

Grandma used to rent out rooms when she first bought the
house, 11 had an ald-fashioned suthouse back then, Probably
g ebectricity sometime in the early wgoos. We used to have a
beautiful porch out front, and | cemember Grandma sitting out
there in her :rn-rli:i'r:g chatr and watehing the cars go h:,- She lived
te be eighty-four

The house reconsornciian indluded creating a glass wall bevween the dining and Eving areas po alkove more naturad Hght Ince the Inieriod

Dananama’s in Edgartawn land<capes hoth the

ciedth hause and the HErschilolds® naxt dosr

Ouir backyard husd a two-car garage and a teal ahed. |
remember the shed was loaded with old whaling equipment
Ther= was also a walrus tusk and a clesshoard in there, They
probably once belonged 1o Caplaln Fordham, who 2old the prop-
erty to my grandmother 1 told my grandparents, "You're never
going touse it,” and | donated ivall to the Historical Society
[ the Martha's Vineyand Museum| for them. They gent me
a mice hefbes.

Mom sald the lot on the Schisol Street end of the Block in the
devenbies, afber ame of my beothers kit her g bor & i.hiﬁ loan. She
gold it to a lawyer for about $25,000, She probably could have
gotten more like $zo0.c00.

Aot twenty-live years ago, a leak sprung in the galvannesd
ool over the porch. My brother Bill tore the whole porch down.
Mo was angry as hell; the house was her family inheritance.
Mike, my younpest brother, was upset oo, He had put a lot of
monsy inte the house, getting the mool and the chimneys re-
done. He had grown up in the house from the time he was bom

ey

We had two conservation specialists come in who said, "Well,
you could save the house,” They sald it with a wince. We would
hiave had o B the house and build 2 foundation, but they

k't think the house was strong enough to withstand the
lifting. They alsa said the plumbing was ghot, the electricity
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Thee Greek revival loase, $havwn here from High Street, rhies st & story and a hall, which was more typleal of a midshipman’s house tham a captain’s
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The architectural detailing of the bullt-in cupboards and bookcase surrounding an upstairs fireplace contribote to the room’s period atmosphere

wiig ghot, the hesting systerm was shot,

Soonce again, we decided to knock down a house. 1 had
mixed I'qlr]'.niy'. abeut 1, There was o much r.u*r:-;l:-n:|| |‘|::-c|:1rr:.-'
there. Michael Smith tokd us his mother uzsed to crawd oul of
a certain window to read when she was a child. He gave us a
]'.!I:.nl;n af the house from the g0 He told s abeowt an identical
“twin® house on Puller Street and even a possible triplet some-
where else in town,

Fal Ahearn was our architect for both bouses. For the second
rebuild, T drew my “wish™ house, and then Pat would fgure our
hiow' to make it happen. We had 3 wonderful partnershlp: | wore
him down redoing the first house, Bucko [supervisor Walter D
larusso] from Colonial Reproductions had a real eye for things
taon, lke the replication of the original malding and the addition
of wainscoting in the main hallway,

We aimed o Lll:r.llll.'u'll.- the loak of the old house from the
sireet while bumping out the rear of the house far more square
footage, We added a3 bay at the rear to balance the bay 1 love in
the fromt. We also added o full, finished bazement. With the
ather house, | couldn't swing the addition of an eat-in kitchen,
screened-in porch, or swimming poed, but [ could have those
things here,

And | wanted glass, I's a very sunny property, but the old

house was dark inside. We H|.1.5:-cd-i:|!| the wall and transom
between the living room and dining room to bring in more light.
We '|:-1:r the E'.I:rhn:'n tos the eastern end of the [J:-:lpe'rt:.'; the [ig'ﬂ!-
est marning spot in Edgartewn. Pat contributed o lot of changes
ko the luyout — o make the howse more functional - like relocat-
ing the staircase to the center of the house. My son is &', and
he practically had to crawl up the straight, ofd staircase on his
knees.

The obd house was uninsulated, and there was a big ol
i:l'illiﬂ]_:_ it in each room, Now we have 3 propans furrmace and
regular electricity as well as selar panels for supplemental heat
and power, With an antique-looking houwse, you have to balance
wour energy choices bebween looks and the right way to live on
thiz planet.

[ wambed to incorporate as many antigues as pozeible, w0
proserve the histeric feel, We t.:hlugl.ld and tnc -'|:||'u'.ru1|:'-|,!. some of
the beams from the old bouse and the MmMEroury daorknole, And
| found a lot of things on eBay: The newel post on the staircase
is from Maine. A stained-glass window, also from Maine, was
made in 1870; it's the same age as the old howse, The hreplace
surround is from Connecticut and was made around oo, Pal
had a source of old-growth pine for the flcors, We had the fromt
wiridows custom-made of wavy, antiqued glass to replicate the
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loak of the old windows in the obd house. | sourced a lof of
decorative earhy-raentigth-century tiles. mainky from old Bitro-
pean manaors, for the baths, the kitchen, the pool house, and
the pool. And the Smiths offered us the old Exstake piano
Tim Rush [of Rush & Fisher in Edgartown] called me
ane day and asked, "Do you know your house (s on eBay?”
It turned aut to be a [mi:'.lij'.g ot the u:’ig-.ﬂ:d house h]- Ruith
Appeldoorn Mead, one of the founders of [Edgartown's Old)
Leulpin Gallery, The painting now hangs in the study, where
thee music room used to be. It's sl my favorite room
Somebody said, *How about doing the shutters in green?”
I gaid alsolutely not. We wanted the Smith house shutters.
W had the color matched exctly.

When Mom passed away in ninety-gight, the house was left
to all the remaining siblings. After Mark and Billy died, there
were {ust four of us: me, Mike, Carol, and Mary. Carol and
Mary were both married inta the Larsen Bmily and lived up
in Chilmark. They didn't care about the howse that moch, But
Mike and | wanted to keep it forever ag the I’::Hii:.' hame. 1t
vild 50 TOOITY, will built, and eaey o heat. But none of us really
couald alford 1o keep it 5o we all fimally agreed to zell, Ihink:nt:
that the buyers were going to fix the house up, The house sold
far less than it could have, rlmh.'l‘::-l:,, bt one family member
was prefty hard up and needed the money.

| wouldn't mind visiting the new house. | just wish [the
new owners] had restorsd the eld house, It probably could
have been done more reasoably and better. 1t's stll pretty bl
not as pretty as before. Too many zigs and zags in it. We had
limited shrubbery on the property. You could see the beautilul
portkon out frond

Grey
Wa have two children. Ourr eson b twenty, and our daughter is
pwenty-four. Somedsy they may want to uae the Smith house
b vacation with their own families and rends. When yoi
apen the gate in the fence, the twa Properies and sins likea
compound, surrounding the pool, In the meantime, we only
use the High Strect house. We rent the Smith house to sum
mer tenants, Mo one in the F:lrlil:,' has ever lived to the Smith
house, although 1've sat inside the screened-in porch and used
thee poad.

50 many people say o us, "T'm so glad you saved this
house.” They have wo ikdea [V's new, Mike Smith came o see it
when it was finlshed. One of the Smith granddaughters asked
b ze= it 8o, She loved it 'we done some searching on the
Internet aloast the geneabogy of the Smiths, just to beam mose
aboat this ald Yineyand Eamily whose property e inherited.

T u, it will always be the Smith hbouse

The Hirschiakds first bought the hawse seen at tar right, and when
they Later purchased the nelghboring Smith house, architeck Pat Ahearm
saw an eppoertuenity to oreate an inner, communal court and peol.
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