
By Karen Bonar
The Register

TUCSON, ARIZ. — Three
resounding knocks rever-
berated throughout the qui-
et interior of St. Augustine

Cathedral. 
The door was opened by the cathe-

dral’s rector, and Bishop Edward
Weisenburger was invited into his new
cathedral.

The choir swelled with “Festival
Alleluia” as Bishop Weisenburger
made his way down the aisle of the
cathedral to be installed as the seventh
bishop of the Tucson Diocese Nov. 29.

In his homily on the Gospel of John
15, Bishop Weisenburger highlighted
the importance “ ‘It’s not you who
chose me but I who chose you (Jn
15:16),’ ” Bishop Weisenburger contin-
ued to paraphrase Christ. “I don’t want
you for a servant, I want you as a
friend.”

The focus of friendship is impor-
tant, he said. 

“He doesn’t want us for a slave or
servant,” Bishop Weisenburger said.
“What’s the motivation of a slave?
Fear. What’s the motivation of a ser-
vant? Salary.

“All through his Gospel, (Jesus)
uses endearing examples. A friend will
do anything for another friend because
his motivation is love.”

The difficulty for culture today,
however, is that the phrase is too com-

mon. 
“We let it run in one ear and out the

other. We don’t let it sink in,” Bishop
Weisenburger said. “How incredible it
is that the creator of the universe
wants to be in a relationship with us as
friends. Where everything that we do
for him is done in love, just as every-
thing he has done for us has been in
love.”

THE INSTALLATION MASS BEGAN
with the Rite of Installation, with the
reading of the Apostolic Mandate by
Archbishop Christophe Pierre. 

Archbishop Pierre gave the mandate
to Bishop Weisenburger, who showed
it to the College of Consultors, the
Chancellor, priests of the diocese and
the congregation.

Next, Bishop Weisenburger was led
to the cathedra (the bishop’s chair) by
Archbishop Pierre and Archbishop
John Wester, of the Archdiocese of
Santa Fe Metropolitan. He was then
handed the crozier (the pastoral staff)
and became the main celebrant of the
liturgy.

ON OCT. 3, BISHOP WEISENBURG-
ER was announced as the replacement
for Bishop Gerald Kicanas, who sub-
mitted his retirement in 2016 at the
age of 75. 

Bishop Weisenburger honored his
predecessor during his homily.

the  Register
December 8, 2017salinadiocese.org C A T H O L I C  D I O C E S E  O F  S A L I N A

Adopt a
Family 

Catholic Charities of
Northern Kansas helps

families during the
Christmas holiday.
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NCYC
More than 800
youth from the
Salina Diocese

joined 25,000
youth to celebrate,

learn .
Page 7

Father
McCarthy

Lifetime educator,
Father Don McCarthy,

died Nov. 27 at age
84.
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Bishop Edward Weisenburger (center) waits outside of St. Augustine
Cathedral in Tucson prior to being installed as the seventh bishop of the
diocese. Prior to the installation, the bishop waits outside, and then knocks
on the door and is invited into his new diocese.
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Tucson’s
new bishop

 Bishop Edward
Weisenburger
knocks on the
doors of St.
Augustine
Cathedral. After he
knocked three
times, he was
invited into the
cathedral by
Father Gilbert Malu
Musumbu, rector
of the cathedral.
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“I cannot let the day pass with-
out one final time saying thank you
to that magnificent shepherd for 16
years poured out sacrificial love for
us — Bishop Kicanas,” Weisenburg-
er said, as the members of the
overflowing cathedral gave the
retired bishop a standing ovation.
“Does it not feel good to say thank
you when the thanks are so deserv-
ing?”

“BROTHERS AND SISTERS, AS I
step into this new role, let it be one
of holy friendship,” Bishop Weisen-
burger continued during his homily.
“Let us be committed to this very
true Biblical friendship with one
another which will entail a loving
relationship with God as well as a
loving relationship with one anoth-
er.

“Let us be in friendship with all.
For surely, that is the way love
grows, the kingdom is built and the
great Diocese of Tucson will step
into its next age. Brothers and sis-
ters, let the friendship begin.”

THE NIGHT BEFORE THE installa-
tion, Bishop Weisenburger gathered
with priests and congregants to pray
Solemn Vespers in the cathedral,
including about a dozen priests
from the Salina Diocese.

Bishop Weisenburger took the
opportunity to share with those
gathered to share his belief about a
bishop’s role in the church.

“The bishop is a man ultimately
of relationships,” he said. 

He pointed out the word “pontiff”
is one that most apply to the pope
as “supreme pontiff,” but the term
“pontiff” actually means bridge
builder. 

Bishop Weisenburger said the
three essential relationships a bish-
op is called to build are: his fellow
bishops, his clergy and the people of
his diocese.

“We can look to Church history,
to councils of the Church. In every
instance, we find no bishop is a lone

ranger,” he said. “It is in commu-
nion with the body of bishops that
the great issues of Church life and
teaching were discerned and
taught.”

“I was humbly surprised to dis-
cover on my ordination to the epis-
copacy the wonderful fraternity
among bishops. They are men who
not only showed me the ropes with
great kindness. There are men here
tonight quietly encourage and some
who quietly and respectfully chal-
lenged me and some instances
allowed me to encourage or chal-
lenge them. I believe it is in this fra-
ternal brother hood that we find
strength that sustains us in our
vocation.”

He urged the congregation to
pray for all bishops, “especially the
one standing in front of you
tonight.”

A relationship with fellow bishops
is critical, Bishop Weisenburger
said, but building a relationship
with the priests of his diocese is

even more critical.
“A bishop is a man called to be in

communion with his priests,” he
said.

Bishop Weisenburger pointed to
the document Christus Dominus
from the Second Vatican Council.

“A bishop must do as the Second
Vatican Council taught, regard his
priests as sons and friends,” he
said. “For it is in this way a bishop
will have a clear and accurate
vision of the means, challenges,
blessings, strengths, hopes of the
flock. For me to be able to work in
the diocese with our priests — is a

great joy.
“Brothers and sisters, pray for all

of your bishops, but especially for
the one standing before you tonight.
That we may be faithful in our
bonds of fraternal affection, frater-
nal care for our priests.”

He continued that while bishops
and priests are important relation-
ships to foster, the relationship with
the people of a diocese is the most
important relationship a bishop
should nurture.

“Brothers and sisters, bishops
severed from the people of God,
bishops without strong relationships
with God’s chosen ones have little

hope of representing Christ in our
midst,” Bishop Weisenburger said.
“Pray that all your bishops, especial-
ly the one standing before you
tonight, will be led by the spirit to
build powerful relationships with
you — the people of God — so our
Church will know the best of min-
istry.

“Allow me to say this one last
time — pray for all your bishops,
especially the one standing before
you tonight. That we will be led by
the spirit to build well these critical
relationships. In the end, it is exact-
ly these bridges we build that will
lead us to the Christ.”
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Photos by Karen Bonar / The Register
Priests from across Arizona line up with visiting priests from Kansas and Oklahoma outside of St. Augustine Cathedral in Tucson Nov. 29 prior to the Installation Mass for Bishop Edward
Weisenburger as bishop of the Diocese of Tucson.

Donny James Preston, a traditional Tohono O’odham healer and sacred sage blesser, offers a
prayer for Bishop Weisenburger during the Solemn Vespers Nov. 28 in St. Augustine Cathedral in
Tucson, Ariz.

Bishop Edward Weisenburger (right) shares a laugh with priests from the Diocese of Salina, including (from left) Father Ryan
McCandless, Father Brian Lager, Father Nick Parker and Father Norbert  Dlabal.

Bishop Weisenburger holds up the Apostolic Mandate from Pope Francis during the Installation
Mass Nov. 29. The mandate was read by Archbishop Christophe Pierre, Apostolic Nuncio to the
United States. Following the reading, Bishop Weisenburger showed the mandate to the College
of Consultors, Chancellor, priests of the diocese and the congregation.
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By The Register

SALINA — The eight priest consul-
tors of the Diocese of Salina elected
Father Frank Coady to serve as dioce-
san administrator. 

Father Coady, 67, is the director of
three offices for the
diocese: Office of
Liturgy, Office of
Deacons and Office
of Lay Ministry For-
mation. He has been
the pastor of St.
Thomas More Parish
in Manhattan since
2015.

He was sworn in
as diocesan administrator Dec. 1.

When the bishop’s office becomes
vacant, the consultors are temporari-
ly responsible for the governance of
the diocese until they elect a diocesan
administrator from among the priests
of the diocese. The priests’ council is
dissolved, and the power of the vicars
general ceases. 

The elected administrator is bound
by the obligations and possesses the
power of a diocesan bishop with a
few exceptions. He cannot initiate
new programs but oversees opera-
tions of the diocese with the assis-
tance of the consultors.

Father Coady said he will work on
the confirmation schedule, and
assign priests to handle confirmation,
as well as arrange the Rite of Election
for those in the RCIA program. 

“I’ll (also) have to arrange for a
visiting bishop to do our ordinations
next spring if we don’t have a bishop
by then,” he said. 

The consultors are: Msgr. James
Hake, Msgr. Barry Brinkman, Father
Keith Weber, Father Michael Elanji-
mattathil, Father Kerry Ninemire,
Father Joseph Kieffer, Father Kevin
Weber and Father Frank Coady.

Father Frank
Coady

Father Frank
Coady sworn in

as Diocesan
Administrator

PRAYER FOR A NEW BISHOP
Heavenly Father, you have
blessed our diocese time
and again with good and
holy bishops who have led
us ever closer to you.

Aware of your profound love
for us, we ask you to bless
us once again. Send us a
good and holy man to
become our next bishop.
Inspire us, the clergy, reli-
gious and the laity of the dio-
cese to work generously with
him so that we might grow
together in your love and
continue the good work you
have begun for us for the
sake of all.

We ask this through our Lord
Jesus Christ, your Son, who
lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God for-
ever and ever. Amen.Flanked by Archbishop Christoff Pierre, Apostolic Nuncio, (left) and Archbishop John C. Wester,

Archbishop of Santa Fe, Bishop Edward J. Weisenburger raises his chalice during the Liturgy of
the Eucharist Nov. 29.

From page 1

Bishop Edward Weisenburger venerates the crucifix upon being invited into St. Augustine
Cathedral prior to being installed as the bishop of the Tucson Diocese.
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Bishop Edward
Weisenburger


