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NEWSLETTER

Notable Quote

“In everything we do, my administration will be
inspired by a strong pursuit of excellence and
unrelenting success. We will not forget our
country, we will not forget our Constitution,

and we will not forget our God.”

PRESIDENT DONALD J. TRUMP
JANUARY 20, 2025

Chairman’s Message

- Paul Hofmann

Dear Fellow Republicans,

Locker rooms aren’t usually political, at least
not the ones I change in, but the other day |
couldn’t avoid politics. Two guys were joking
about Trump voters. One said, “How many
does it take to change a light bulb?” The other
responded,” None, they like the dark.” Then
came, “They embrace chaos.” And finally, a
jab was thrown at the women in Trump’s

administration.

That's when | spoke up. “So, you're saying
women can’t be both beautiful and smart?”
Silence. | didn’t stop there. “My son is an F-16
fighter pilot. | can’t think of anyone better than
President Trump to be his Commander in

Chief. He doesn’t throw our military into

useless wars. But when America needs

defending, he doesn't hesitate.”

I added something I'd just heard from family in
London. No fans of Trump there, but even
they admitted he’s right on immigration. Their
words: “Europe is nearly lost, they see what
open borders have done.” We can’t afford that

here.

Moments like these remind me why facts
matter. | try to follow the “JD Vance Debate
Model” cut through the noise with reality.
Inflation has doubled under Biden. Wages are
finally ticking up (Unleash Prosperity, 7/23/25).

Oil production is strong. Gas could be under

$3 a gallon within a year.

Even the Subscription only Rockford Register
Star has stories that prove our point. We note

it here from Fox News. A fatal crash tied to

illegal migration published locally on (8/17/25).

Confirmation that restoring_law and order in
D.C. is legal (8/16/25). Republicans are

getting results and opponents don't like it.

On the home front, The Winnebago County
Fair showed our strength. Our booth was
packed, and in one shift we signed up three
new prospects for Precinct Committee person.

That’s the kind of grassroots momentum we

need.

Thanks to every volunteer and especially
Kathy Easton and Linda Johnson for making it
happen.

Every conversation counts. Every petition
matters. Every voter contact moves us closer

to victory in 2026. Let’s keep at it

Winnebago GOP Message

The battle over Texas redistricting has become more than a Texas fight,
it's a clash between two states with radically different visions for America.
On one side, Texas Republicans have advanced reforms rooted in free
markets, family values, and fiscal responsibility, making Texas a magnet
for jobs and families fleeing high-tax states. On the other, lllinois
Democrats, led by Governor J.B. Pritzker, continue down a path of debt,

population loss, and heavy-handed government control.

Pritzker’s recent maneuvers have destroyed public confidence in his
fairness on redistricting. Instead of acting as a neutral arbiter, he aided
and abetted Democratic allies from Texas who fled their own legislature

to block election integrity measures. This was not just interference it was
an act of solidarity between politicians bent on subverting the will of

voters.

Nowhere is this clearer than in lllinois itself. Though nearly 44% of
lllinoisans identify as Republicans, their voices are muted by Democrat-
drawn maps that deliver less than 20% representation U.S. Congress
and about 30% in the state legislature. This is not democracy it is

manipulation, pure and simple

The results speak for themselves:

- lllinois is drowning in over $144 billion in unfunded pension liabilities,
burdened with some of the nation’s highest property taxes, and has lost
more than 500,000 residents in the past decade, many of them moving
to lower-tax states.

- Texas, by contrast, holds a $18 billion budget surplus, boasts one of

the fastest-growing economies in the country, and has welcomed over

470,000 new residents in 2023 alone many from lllinois and other blue

states.

lllinois’ approach marked by gerrymandering, tax hikes, and government
overreach reflects the failed ideology of the Left, an ideology that
increasingly resembles the central planning and coercion seen in

socialist systems. By contrast, Texas has embraced market principles,
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https://www.illinoispolicy.org/illinois-state-pension-debt-climbs-to-144b

constitutional freedoms, and respect for voters, standing as a model of

resilience and prosperity.

The contrast could not be clearer: lllinois flails under corruption and debt,

while Texas thrives under freedom and responsibility. The question is
whether lllinoisans will continue to accept being ruled by politicians who
cling to power through manipulation or whether they’ll demand policies
that respect taxpayers and honor the American system of self-
government. These are not winning numbers being produced by the

lllinois Democrat Party.

State Spotlight

Pritzker’s Illinois: A State Under Strain

Governor J.B. Pritzker may be polishing his national image, but here at home,
lllinois families are footing the bill. Since he took office in 2019, nearly 340,000
residents have fled the state, citing crushing taxes, shrinking opportunity, and a
deteriorating quality of life. With households paying more than $13,000 annually
in taxes the heaviest burden in the nation. Its little wonder people are packing up

for states with freer markets and lighter government hands.

lllinois is drowning under $144 billion in unfunded pension liabilities and $40
billion in State Debt. FYI Chicago has another $40 billion of its own debt.
Despite this looming crisis, Pritzker has offered no real reform. Instead, he leans

on temporary fixes and opaque budgets that maintain the broken status quo.

Our credit rating may have ticked up, but the underlying problems collapsing
pensions and runaway spending remain untouched. Higher credit ratings mean

creditors are being paid back with more of your hard-earned money through

punitive taxes.

lllinois spends more than $21,000 per student each year, far above the national
average. Yet two-thirds of eighth graders still test below proficiency in reading
and math. Minority students fare even worse. Pritzker promised progress, but

the results show waste and failure instead of accountability and excellence.

During COVID-19, Pritzker seized sweeping emergency powers, shutting down
small businesses while big corporations thrived. His agencies botched vaccine
priorities and failed veterans, with 36 deaths at the LaSalle Veterans’ Home due

to delayed state response. lllinois’ economic recovery ranked 48th in the nation.

The governor’s signature SAFE-T Act eliminated cash bail statewide, raising
alarms as violent offenders were released back into communities. Add to this the
controversies at the Prisoner Review Board and reports of neglect inside state

prisons, and it's clear that Pritzker’s policies put criminals before citizens.

While condemning gerrymandering elsewhere, Pritzker defended lllinois’
partisan maps. He claims to fight for fairness yet embraces political

gamesmanship that silences nearly half the state’s voters.

Governor Pritzker is spending more time acting like a presidential
candidate than fixing lllinois’ deep problems. Out-migration, record taxes,
pension collapse, and failing schools remain the legacy he leaves behind.

Come to the September eth Strategy Briefing at 0930 am at Winnebago GOP
HQ 555 S. Perryville Rd, Rockford IL. Join this one-hour strategy session, “How
lllinois Can Defeat Gov. Pritzker.” This session lays out how ordinary citizens
are becoming an effective force in local and state politics. Then at 1030 am we
hit the streets to get true conservatives on the ballot. You'll walk away with
renewed purpose, new allies, and a deeper understanding of how to WIN the
ground game in Winnebago County and beyond.

Local Spotlight

Back in June, we reported on Mayor Tom McNamara’s reaction to ICE
operations in Rockford. In a recent interview with WIFR, he doubled down,
calling ICE agents “shameful” for carrying out arrests of illegally present foreign
nationals in the city. McNamara also claimed that ICE gave no advance notice of
their presence in the community. Yet, once he learned of their activities, the
mayor quickly held a press conference, not to inform the public broadly, but to
warn those in the country illegally that ICE was in town. See Story Here It was
reported that ICE arrested 10 people.

Upcoming Events

August 2gth - Campaign Kick Off Event, Thursday at 6 pm. Kathy Easton
is running for lllinois House District 68. Francesco’s Ristorante 7128
Spring Creek Rd., Rockford IL Free to attend, cash bar available. Full
Details Here

September 2 - Rockford City Council - General Meeting Rockford City
Hall - Council Chambers 5:30 pm

September 6th - Strategy Briefing at 0930 am, Winnebago GOP HQ 555
S. Perryville Rd, Rockford IL. Join this one-hour strategy session “How
lllinois Can Defeat Gov. Pritzker.” This session lays out how ordinary

citizens are becoming an effective force in local and state politics.

September 5 to 7 - is Roscoe Fall Fest. Come and support your
Winnebago GOP as we continue the success of the Winnebago Fair.
Plus, all candidates should be part of the Parade at 11 AM on Sunday.

More details here

September 15 - Rockford City Council - General Meeting Rockford City

Hall - Council Chambers 5:30 pm

September 16 - Monthly Winnebago GOP Republican Party
Meeting Loves Park City Hall 6:00 pm

September 19 - Movie Night Winnebago GOP Headquarters - 555 S.
Perryville Road, Rockford IL 6:00 pm Movie = Government Gangsters
with Kash Patel (Hosted by Winnebago GOP)

September 20 & 21 - 3rd Annual RaR WPSC Swap Meet & Bike Show
w/ 2nd Annual Smokin Ribs for the Kids - Join us at the Winnebago GOP
Booth! Loves Park City Hall - 100 Heart Blvd, Loves Park, IL 8:00 am -

6:00 pm Cost Just a monetary donation More details here

October 5 - Family Fun Fair & Petition Signing Event Aldeen Golf Club
Pavilion 3:00 pm - 6:00 pm FREE to attend - Food will be available for

purchase Full details coming soon! Hosted by Winnebago GOP

October 30 - Candidate Judge Scott Robinson Fundraiser Hidden Creek
Estates - 13276 White School Rd, Roscoe, IL. 61073 Time 5:30 pm -
9:30 pm Cash Bar - Cigar Bar - Food - Silent Auction Event not
Sponsored by Winnebago GOP

See Online Events Calendar here

*Registration is required for some events

Important Dates — 2026 Election Cycle
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We want to make sure you're aware of the key dates coming up in this
election cycle! These are the moments where our preparation

becomes action.

August 5 — November 3, 2025 — Petition circulation began. We'll be
working alongside others to make sure we have the right people on the
ballot and the signatures to back them. Please contact us at an email
address below on how you can sign one of these petitions to start the
process to get your candidate on the Ballot. Without these petitions

nobody gets on the ballot.

October 27 — November 3, 2025 - Filing period for candidates and
Precinct Committeemen. This is when we formalize our intention to lead

and represent our communities.

March 17, 2026 - Primary Election. We plan to be fully engaged in
supporting strong Republican candidates and getting out the vote.

On or before April 16, 2026 - Winnebago Republican County
Convention. Officers, township chairs, and State Central Committee

candidates will be elected—we need committed voices in the room when

that happens.

We believe that when we show up prepared and unified, we win. Let’s
keep these dates in front of us and treat each one as a step toward

real change.

Check & Update Your Voter Registration

Need to check your voter registration, register to vote, or
update your information after a move? Use the lllinois

State Board of Elections Voter Registration Lookup to

ensure your information is current.

To register online, have your lllinois driver’s license or state
ID and the last four digits of your Social Security number
ready. Staying up to date ensures you can sign petitions,

vote, and participate fully in the election process.
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Precinct Spotlight

Beth Mead - Roscoe 7
Republican Precinct Committeeman

For nearly three years Beth Mead has been serving as
Precinct Committeeman in Roscoe 7 with dedication and
persistence. The heavy-handed COVID policies in lllinois,
what many Republicans remember as a COVID
dictatorship, were a turning point for Beth. That season
revealed the importance of election integrity and personal
freedom. It sparked her decision to step forward and get

involved in local Republican politics.

Balancing full-time work with party service, she focuses on
what she does best: knocking on doors, talking with
neighbors, and staying present at community and
Republican events. Every election season, you'll find her
out in the snow drifts or Autum leaves, connecting directly
with voters. Beyond her own precinct, she has worked
alongside other PCs to recruit election judges, organize
poll watchers, and support local Republican candidates like

Joe McGraw, Frank Pobjecky, and for the upcoming

election Kathy Easton (lllinois House 68), Dillan Vancil (US

Congress 17‘“), and Scott Robinson (Circuit Judge).

Beth said she is proud of the energy she sees in young
Republicans which they are bringing into the party, and she
believes consistency amongst all Republicans and not just
bursts of enthusiasm is what will build a strong future. Her
message is clear: change starts at the grassroots level.

Every conversation, every volunteer, every action matters.

Platform Highlight

SECURE OUR ELECTIONS, INCLUDING SAME DAY
VOTING, VOTER IDENTIFICATION, PAPER BALLOTS,
AND PROOF OF CITIZENSHIP

Read the full Republican Party Platform here

The all-new Winnebago County GOP
Membership Card was officially
launched this past Tuesday and it’s
not just a card, it’s a passport to local
savings! With exclusive restaurant
discounts on the back, this card is
our way of saying thank you for your
support and helping our members
show their pride wherever they go.

Get yours today for $20!

Become a Card Carying Member Here!

Fresh Business Cards;

Tri-fold Brochures

are Here!

You asked and we delivered. Brand-
new business cards and local GOP
brochures are now available and will
be ready for pick-up at Headquarters

soon. These materials are perfect for

community engagement,
recruitment, and letting people know
who we are and what we stand for.
Don'’t leave the next meeting or event

empty-handed!


https://ova.elections.il.gov/registrationlookup.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1Fj2EAHoz1
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/16q8fkwBti
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https://winnebagogop.com/member

e 815-669-0501

555 South Perryville
Rd. Rockford, IL. 61108

@ WinnebagoGOP.corm

® contact@winnebago
gop.com

Updated Email Addresses

We've modernized our communication infrastructure and added
dedicated email addresses to help you get in touch with the right people
faster and more efficiently. See addresses below. Whether it's events,
volunteer opportunities, or general inquiries, there’s now a clear channel
for every need.

Main Contacts

Paul Hofmann

chair@winnebagogop.com

Kathy Easton:

keaston@winnebagogop.com

Lowell Ingram:

treasurer@winnebagogop.com

Wendy Owano:

wowano@winnebagogop.com

Andrew Gilbey:

agilbey@winnebagogop.com

Communications Team:

communications@winnebagogop.com

Additional Emails

events@winnebagogop.com

centuryclub@winnebagogop.com

elections@winnebagogop.com

volunteer@winnebagogop.com

media@winnebagogop.com

contact@winnebagogop.com

podcast@winnebagogop.com

Closing Note

Thank you for your continued support of the Republican
Party and our shared vision for a brighter future. Together,
we’re building a stronger, more prosperous Winnebago

County. Let’'s keep the momentum going!

Contact Us

Email: communications@winnebagogop.com
Phone: 815-669-0501

Website: winnebagogop.com

Check out our Social Media Below

Facebook Twitter Youtube Instagram

DONATE

Paid for by Winnebago County Republican Central

Committee - aka Winnebago GOP

Contact Us
Email: communications@winnebagogop.com
Phone: 815-669-0501
Website: winnebagogop.com

Address: 555 South Perryville Rd. Rockford IL. 61108

You are receiving this email as you signed up for our newsletters.
Want to change how you receive these emails?

You can Unsubscribe or Update your preferences
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