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What's It About?

Matt Cruse is cabin boy aboard the
Aurora, an airship which truly is
lighter than air. Since the discovery
of hydrium, a gas that renders even
the heaviest vehicle as light as a
feather, airships travel all over the
world in the same way as planes do
today. Matt himself was born on an
airship and it is there that he feels
most at home. Matt has high hopes for
promotion to junior sailmaker on this
voyage - until Kate de Vries, one of
the wealthy passengers, arrives on
the scene. She's feisty and brave, and
won't let social distinctions get in the
way of her friendship with Matt. And
all their bravery is required when one
night, in the middle of the ocean, they
are boarded by pirates and caught up
in adventures beyond all imagining...

This book won the Michael L. Printz
award and is the first in o trilogy
(meaning 3 book series).
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Here is a little background information about our First
Chapter Friday title and its creator. Feel free to add
your own notes and thoughts in the bottom box.

Who Wrote It?

| was born in Port Alberni, a mill town
on Vancouver Island, British Columbia
but spent the bulk of my childhood in
Victoria, B.C. and on the opposite
coast, in Halifax, Nova Scotia. At
around twelve | decided | wanted to be|
a writer. | started out writing sci-fi
epics then went on to swords and
sorcery tales and then, during the
summer holiday when | was fourteen,
started on a humorous story about a
boy addicted to video games. Kenneth
also writes books for adults as well
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as picture

books. You can
" learn more
about him on his
website:
www.KennethOp
pel.ca. (Yes, ca,
not com!)

Happy reading!
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se this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.



