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Hobio una vez . .. There lived a girl hamed
Petra Pefia, who wanted nothing more than
to be a storyteller, like her abuelita.

But Petra's world is ending. Earth has been
destroyed by o comet, and only o few
hundred scientists and their children -
among them Petra and her family - have
been chosen to journey to a new planet,
They are the ones who must carry on the
human race. Hundreds of years later, Petra
wokes to this new planet - and the
discovery that she is the only person who
remembers Earth. A sinister Collective has
taken over the ship during its journey, bent
on erasing the sins of humanity's past. They
have systematically purged the memories of
all aboard - or purged them altogether.
Petra alone now carries the stories of our
past, and with them, any hope for our
future. Can she make them live again?

2022 Newbery Award Winner

2022 Pura Belpré Award Winner

School Library Journal's Best of the Year
Kirkus Reviews' Best of the Year

AR Reading Level: 5.0

I want to read this book:

The Last Cuentista
by Donna Barba Higuera

Here is a little background information about our First
Chapter Friday title and its creator. Feel free to add your
own hotes and thoughts in the bottom box. Lo~

What's It About?

Read Aloud Video

Who Wrote It?

Donna grew up in Central California
surrounded by agricultural and oil fields. As
a child she preferred spending recess
squirreled away in the janitor's closet
with a good book. Her favorite hobbies
were calling dial-a-story over and over
again, and snheaking into a restricted
cemetery to weave her own spooky tales
using the crumbling headstones as
inspiration. Donna's Middle Grade and
Picture Books are about kids who find
themselves in odd or scary situations.
From language to cultural differences in
being biracial life can become...complicated.
So like Donna, characters tackle more than
Just the bizarre things that happen to

them in their lives, Donna likes to write
about all things

funny, but also sad,
and creepy, and
magical. If you like
those things, she
hopes you will read
her books! Donna
lives in Washington
State with her
family, three dogs
and two frogs.

@~ WHAT I THINK %

Lexile Level: N/A
YES / NO

Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.



