
Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.

All Thirteen

by Christina Soontornvat

        AR Reading Level: 7.2                             Lexile Level: 1020L

I want to read this book:   YES / NO

Here is a little background information about our First
Chapter Friday title and its creator. Feel free to add

your own notes and thoughts in the bottom box. 
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A unique account of the amazing Thai cave
rescue told in a heart-racing, you-are-there
style that blends suspense, science, and
cultural insight. On June 23, 2018, twelve
young players of the Wild Boars soccer team
and their coach enter a cave in northern
Thailand seeking an afternoon’s adventure.
But when they turn to leave, rising flood-
waters block their path out. The boys are
trapped! Before long, news of the missing
team spreads, launching a seventeen-day
rescue operation involving thousands of
rescuers from around the globe. As the world
sits vigil, people begin to wonder: how long can
a group of ordinary kids survive in complete
darkness, with no food or clean water?
Luckily, the Wild Boars are a very extra-
ordinary "ordinary" group. Combining first
hand interviews of rescue workers with in-
depth science and details of the region's
culture and religion, author Christina
Soontornvat - who was visiting family in
Northern Thailand when the Wild Boars went
missing—masterfully shows how both the
complex engineering operation above ground
and the mental struggles of the thirteen
young people below proved critical in the life-
or-death mission. 

Who Wrote It?What's It About?

WHAT I THINK

Read Aloud Video

Non 
Fiction

Christina Soontornvat grew up behind the
counter of her parents’ Thai restaurant
in a small Texas town with her nose stuck
in a book. She is very proud of both her
Thai and her Texan roots, and makes
regular trips to both Weatherford and
Bangkok to see her beloved family members
(and eat lots and lots of Thai food!). In
addition to being an author, Christina
holds a B.S. in Mechanical Engineering and a
master’s degree in Science Education. She
spent a decade working in the science
museum field, where she designed programs
and exhibits to get kids excited about
science. She has won many awards including

the Newbery Honor
Award (twice - once
for this book and
once for The Last
Mapmaker). She
lives in Austin, TX
with her husband,
two kids, and one
old cat. You can
learn more about
her on her website:
www.soontornvat.
com. 


