
Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.

AR Reading Level: 5.0       Lexile Level: 720L 

I want to read this book:   YES / NO

Here is a little background information about our First Chapter
Friday title and its creator. Feel free to add your own notes and

thoughts in the bottom box. 

 *
 F

I
R

S
T

 C
H

A
P
T

E
R

 F
R

I
D

A
Y
  

*
  

F
I
R

S
T

 C
H

A
P
T

E
R

 F
R

I
D

A
Y
  

*
  

F
I
R

S
T

 C
H

A
P
T

E
R

 F
R

I
D

A
Y
  

*
 

Name Date

A Long Walk to Water begins as two
stories, told in alternating sections,
about two eleven-year-olds in Sudan,
a girl in 2008 and a boy in 1985. The
girl, Nya, is fetching water from a
pond that is two hours walk from her
home: she makes two trips to the pond
every day. The boy, Salva, becomes
one of the “lost boys” of Sudan,
refugees who cover the African
continent on foot as they search for
their families and for a safe place to
stay. Enduring every hardship from
loneliness to attack by armed rebels
to contact with killer lions and
crocodiles, Salva is a survivor, and his
story goes on to intersect with Nya’s
in an astonishing and moving way. This
book includes an afterword by author
Linda Sue Park and the real-life Salva
Dut, on whom the novel is based, and
who went on to found Water for South
Sudan.

Who Wrote It?What's It About?

Linda Sue Park is the author of the
Newbery Medal book A Single Shard,
many other novels, and several picture
books,  She lives in Rochester, New
York, with her family, and is now a
devoted fan of the New York Mets. Her
parents immigrated to the US from
Korea and she loves cooking, snorkeling
and knitting. For more infromation
visit www.lspark.com.

WHAT I THINK

A Long Walk to Water

by Linda Sue Park
Read Aloud Video


