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ETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

2

Without You, We Wouldn't Exist

As the Executive Director of Blue Ridge Wildlife Center | am continually in awe of the
generosity and commitment of our community. Every day, | am reminded of how crucial
your support is to the work we do. As a non-profit that provides free medical care to
wildlife, we are entirely reliant on donations. By law, we cannot charge for wildlife care,
and we do not receive state or federal funding. Simply put, without your contributions,
we would not exist.

| want to take a moment to highlight what this means for us. Each year, we admit approximately 4,000 animals in
need of critical care. Your donations ensure that we can meet this demand, provide medical care and long-term
rehabilitation, and, when possible, release them back into the wild.

But our work doesn’t stop there. The generosity of our supporters also enables us to look ahead to the future.
We're expanding our professional training program to equip future wildlife conservationists with the skills they
need to continue this important work. We're also exploring new ways to enhance our educational impact through
virtual and interactive programs. These initiatives wouldn’t be possible without your ongoing support.

As we move into the final weeks of the year, | ask for your continued partnership. Every gift, whether big or small,
helps us stay true to our mission: to provide quality care for wildlife in need and educate our community on

the importance of wildlife conservation. Your support literally allows us to exist and thrive, and for that, we are
profoundly grateful.

Thank you for being a part of our story. Together, we are making a lasting impact on the lives of wildlife and the
future of our natural world.

With gratitude,

I ?’””Q

Annie Bradfield

o I [ )
Annie's Eye View
Where our Executive Director highlights her —
favorite photo and shares why it caught her eye!

This issue's photo from our Halloween event captures pure joy—a little
girl mesmerized by Morgan, our Building and Grounds Manager, in

his inflatable chipmunk costume. Moments like these remind me

that inspiration and joy come in all shapes and sizes, whether it’s
through real animals or one hilariously oversized chipmunk! At Blue
Ridge Wildlife Center, we're here not just to heal wildlife but to spark
wonder and nurture connections with nature in every form.
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SUPPORTER SPOTLIGHT

Q&A with Bethann Beeman,
Event Co-Chair, BRWC Gala

Can you share a bit about your background
and what inspired you to get involved with
the Blue Ridge Wildlife Center?

I have a background in finance and event
planning. Over the years, I've become
increasingly impressed with the work Blue
Ridge Wildlife Center does for local wild-
life. Their dedication to the animals in our
area and their rehabilitation efforts really
inspired me to get involved.

What motivates you to support the
Wildlife Center?

I'm motivated by the Center’s commitment
to rehabilitating wild animals and releas-
ing them back into nature. | also appreci-
ate the educational efforts they make

to raise public awareness about wildlife
conservation.

Does the Center stand out to you among
the many nonprofit organizations you've
worked with? If so, why?

Yes, Blue Ridge stands out to me because
of its clear mission and the important
work they do for wildlife. Over the years,
I've been involved with many nonprofits,
but Blue Ridge’s focus on wildlife reha-
bilitation and education resonates deeply
with me.

As a co-chair of the gala, what were your
key responsibilities, and what did you
enjoy most about the role?

Event planning is something | truly enjoy.
As co-chair, | helped in several areas, but
my favorite part was arranging the floral
displays. It gave me a chance to unwind
and get into a creative "zen" space while
contributing to the event's atmosphere.

How do you feel your worlk on the finance
and development committees contributes
to the mission of the Blue Ridge Wildlife
Center?

My work on the finance and development
committees is essential in ensuring we
have the funds needed to support the
Center’s key initiatives, including wildlife
rehabilitation, research, and public educa-
tion efforts.

In your experience working with multiple
nonprofits, what are some of the biggest
challenges you see in organizing success-
ful fundraising events?

A common challenge in many nonprofits

is adapting to change. It can be difficult
for organizations to update their practices
and embrace new ideas, especially when
they've been doing things a certain way for
a long time.

How do you think the gala impacts the
local community and wildlife conservation
efforts?

The gala is an excellent opportunity to
educate the community about the Center’s
work. It helps people understand how we
care for local wildlife and the importance
of supporting wildlife conservation efforts.

Has working with the Wildlife Center influ-
enced your perspective on philanthropy?
Not significantly. I've been involved in
philanthropy for a long time, working with
various nonprofits. However, my work with
the Wildlife Center has deepened my ap-
preciation for causes that directly benefit
our local environment and wildlife.

What do you find most rewarding about
supporting nonprofits, and how do you
measure the impact of your contributions?
The most rewarding part is seeing the tan-
gible results of my support—whether it's
in the form of successful events, growth in
donations, or positive impacts on the com-
munity. | measure my contributions by the
outcomes we achieve together.

What are your aspirations for the Blue
Ridge Wildlife Center in the coming years,
particularly regarding fundraising and
community engagement?

My hope is that we continue to expand our
reach in the community, engaging more
like-minded people who are passionate
about wildlife conservation. Increasing
community involvement will help strength-
en our fundraising efforts and support for
the Center’s mission.

How can others in the community get
involved and support the Blue Ridge
Wildlife Center or similar causes?
Volunteering is a great place to start.

I encourage people to volunteer their
time with nonprofits to understand
their work firsthand. Once you see how
the organization operates, you can
decide whether you'd like to support it
financially as well.

Is there a message you would like

to share about the importance of
wildlife conservation and community
involvement?

Volunteering your time is one of the
most impactful ways you can support a
cause. It's not only a way to contribute
directly but also to inspire others in the
community to get involved.

Can you share any upcoming projects
or events that you are particularly
excited about?

I'm always excited about everything
happening in our community, but I'm
especially looking forward to the Blue
Ridge Wildlife Center's event calendar
for 2025. We have some great initiatives
and activities coming up that | can’t
wait to see unfold.

{;
l."
See more on this

years gala on page 8.
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What's In our>% TurtleToolbox?

Trauma is the leading cause for admission in turtles that arrive at the Center. Most turtles
are hit by vehicles, particularly on rainy days, as they wander around in search of food,
mates, or a place to hunker down for the winter. Others are hit by lawnmowers or attacked
by pet dogs. Regardless of the cause, the majority of these patients arrive in horrible condi-

tion, suffering from extremely painful injuries to their shells, limbs, and internal organs. Rib b
ib bones

. . . Inner bony layer
Read each caption for more information about how we can help these turtles!

SKELETON

AT A GLANCE

It is a common misconception
that turtles "live in their shells"
like hermit crabs—turtles ARE
their shells! The top shell,

or carapace, is composed of
their backbone and ribs. The
bottom shell, or plastron, is
equivalent to our breastbone.
One difference is that they, like
all non-mammals, do not have
a diaphragm separating their
heart and lungs from the rest
of their organs. Instead, these
organs all exist in a single
compartment, called the coelom.

Photo courtesy of Chattahoochee Nature
Center (www.chattnaturecenter.org).

PREPARING SHELL
FRACTURES FOR SURGICAL
REPAIR

The shell is composed of bone,
covered in colorful keratin that
creates the beautiful patterns
we see. Fractured shells are
every bit as painful as any other
animal’s broken bone. What's
worse is that by the time the
turtle makes it into our care,
open wounds with exposed bone
marrow are often packed full

of dirt, grass, or even maggots.
Before every repair, we must first
clean off as much of the debris
as possible to reduce the risk

of infection. This must be done
extremely carefully, especially

if there is a risk of puncture

into the lungs or damage to the
spinal cord.

Hip bones
Outer layer

Carapace
(upper shell)

Eye
socket

Shoulder
bones

Skull . - A
e

Long, flexible f
neck ‘

Backbone

Plastron (lower shell)
(spine)

FEEDING TUBES

Any patient with open fractures or other severe injuries
is treated with antibiotics, opioids, and anti-inflam-
matory medications. Some are so sick and dehydrated
from older wounds that we place feeding tubes to
provide fluid or nutritional support until they're well
enough to eat on their own.
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STABILIZING FRACTURES WITH TAPE

Shell fractures range from minimally displaced (fractured
but still well-aligned) to markedly displaced (usually
many pieces all collapsed or broken apart). This turtle's

MISSING SHELL PIECES shell fracture was badly displaced on intake, but the piec-
Reptiles heal very slowly, with broken bones often taking 3-4 months to stabilize fully. es were all intact, the injury was fresh, and pieces came
These patients can be with us for even longer if they are missing entire sections of the together easily with little tension pulling the fragments
bony shell. The bone never grows back, but new scar tissue forms over the defect and apart. In these cases we can often use strips of aluminum
hardens slowly over many months until it is essentially as protective as bone. tape (used for repairing ductwork) to hold them together.

BUILDING BRIDGES AND BRACES

Box turtles with plastron fractures can be tricky, as the front
half is hinged to allow them to use powerful muscles and box
up. Unfortunately, this tendency makes it VERY difficult to
keep fractures stable because the mobile pieces are pulled so
tightly that simple fixation tends to loosen or break entirely.
To address this, we can use epoxy putty or metal plates to
create strong bridges. For particularly complex cases, we will
even use thermoplastic (plastic that becomes moldable when

heated) to build custom braces and prevent them from being their own, it is often impossible to get those bony fragments to heal together.
able to box up entirely as seen above. When turtles come in However, they can heal as individual segments and retain nearly-perfect func-
with plastron fractures that have already started to heal on tion, as seen in the turtle above.
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SPLINTING AND PINNING LEG FRACTURES

Sometimes, leg fractures can be splinted or pinned. This turtle had a needle placed
through both halves of his fractured tibia to stabilize it. A custom hobble was created to
prevent the turtle from pulling the leg in and boxing up, which would have caused bending
and displacement of the pin. The hobble also allowed us to keep the leg in extension so
that we could perform regular bandage changes (initially required every 1-2 days). After

CREATING A PULLEY SYSTEM two months, the bone had healed enough to remove the pin. The turtle received regular
Shell fractures that are under greater tension may  physical therapy including a makeshift cart that could help support his body weight while
require stronger stabilization. We use bra hooks he began to walk again and gain strength. This turtle was with us for 6 months before

and wire or thick suture to create a pulley system  release.
and bring the edges together with increased force.

Eastern painted turtle.

AMPUTATIONS WATERTIGHT REPAIRS

Limbs that have been severely traumatized Box turtles aren't the only species that

cannot be saved, especially if the surrounding need repair! Aquatic (or semi-aquatic)

muscle, nerves, and skin are too damaged. In turtles such as this wood turtle, spotted

these cases, the leg is amputated. How high the turtle, and Eastern painted turtle add

amputation occurs depends on where the injury the challenge of getting these patients

happened. Turtles can do very well with three back into water as soon as possible.

legs. However, if more than one limb requires Their fractures must be watertight or risk

major amputation, the prognosis becomes non-sterile fluid leaking into their body

significantly worse. cavity which would lead to severe internal i‘ .
infection. il

Wood turtle.
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Snakes are incredibly important to
human health—not just directly, through
controlling populations of pest species, but
indirectly preventing the spread of zoonot-
ic disease (Timber Rattlesnakes have been
shown to lower the prevalence of Lyme
disease) and even cancer treatments (pep-
tides from Copperhead venom have shown
success in treating breast cancer).

We help our local snakes by treating
those that come to us with injuries or
disease, but our impact is exponentially
greater when we also help through re-
search. Fortunately, we have partnered
with George Mason University on a study
that will hopefully help snakes with Snake
Fungal Disease (SFD).

SFED is a contagious fungal infection
caused by Ophidiomyces Ophidiicola and
it is the most common fungal disease we
see in snakes in our area. In some regions,
especially in conjunction with habitat
loss, this disease can be a serious threat
to specific snake species. The most com-
mon clinical sign we see with SFD is facial
swelling with crusted nodules over the face
and body externally. The disease can spread
internally, often through the nasal cavity or
through the eyes to cause internal fungal
infections, especially pneumonia.

Like many diseases, this organism is
spread from direct contact or a contami-

Helping Snakes
0. Through Research

Eastern ratsnake undergoing nebulization with antifungal medications to treat snake fungal disease.

nated environment as an opportunistic
pathogen, highlighting the importance of
biosecurity. This is one of many reasons
why you should clean boots and equipment
when engaging in outdoor activities in dif-
ferent areas. It is also one of many reasons
why it is not legal to relocate snakes (or any
wild animals in Virginia)—relocation can
expose naive populations and cause mas-
sive population losses.

At Blue Ridge Wildlife Center, snakes are
treated with nebulized antifungal medica-
tions for months to fight the organism in
the lungs and on the skin.

This infection is often fatal in many

Eastern ratsnake with common signs of Snake Fungal Disease.
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snake species with some studies suggesting
that less than 40% will survive. Though most
treatment options, including our protocol,
are still experimental, we do attempt treat-
ment at the Center and more than half of our
treated SFD patients have survived to release.

Research is needed to determine the actual
prevalence of this disease and the morbidity
and mortality rates. Research is also needed
to determine the effectiveness of treatment.
We are collaborating with George Mason
University to do exactly this!

In this ongoing study, we are looking at
this fungal organism as well as the micro-
biome of our snake patients’ skin and how
that may impact susceptibility to infection.
We swab the skin weekly before, during, and
after treatment to help identify these infec-
tions, understand the changing microbi-
omes, and assess the response to treatment.
The hope is that the results of this study
will give us more insight into this disease
and how we can best approach prevention
and treatment.

Fungal infections can wreak havoc on
populations, but better understanding the
disease and response to treatment will hope-
fully help us mitigate SFD in the future and
help us save susceptible populations.
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WILDLIFE GALA

Gala Recap: A Night of Community,

Celebration,

On September 28th, Blue Ridge Wildlife
Center hosted our 2024 Gala and Benefit
Auction, Wildlife Wonders—Silver and
Goldfinch, at the Museum of the Shenan-
doah Valley in Winchester, Virginia. It was
an unforgettable evening filled with inspi-

ration and purpose. Together, we celebrated

the power of community and the profound
impact it has on our mission to protect and
care for local wildlife. The night was a true
testament to what we can achieve when our
supporters rally around our cause.

Our honorees—Andy Ferrari and the
Trex Company, George Ohrstrom, and
Terry Bradfield—were recognized for their
unique contributions and steadfast com-
mitment to our work. These honorees
exemplify the compassion and generosity

that make our conservation efforts possible.

Their dedication serves as an inspiration to
all of us, underscoring the significance of
community partnerships.

Thanks to our generous sponsors,
dedicated patrons, thoughtful donors, and
the enthusiastic participation of auction
bidders, the evening exceeded our revenue
goals while staying within budget, ensuring
that every dollar raised can be reinvested
in our mission. Special thanks go to the
auction participants, whose spirited bid-
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and Impact
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BRW(C Executive Director, Annie Bradfield, (far left) and BRWC Board Chair, Dr. Russ McKelway, (far
right) with honorees (left to right) Lindsey Toth (Trex), Andy Ferrari, Terry Bradfield, George Ohrstrom.

ding brought energy and excitement to the
room, underscoring just how much our
work resonates with you all.

As we reflect on the success of this eve-
ning, we are filled with gratitude for every
person who believes in our mission and
steps forward to help us make a differ-
ence. Your support strengthens our impact

FALL 2024

and allows us to continue protecting and
conserving native wildlife. Thank you for
being a part of our
community and
for sharing in this
incredible evening
with us.
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GOLDEN EAGLE

Frederick and Nancylee Boos
Tyson Gilpin, Jr. and Anne Randolph
Lisa Goshen and Pat Robinson

Cab and Susan Grayson

Walter and Frances Kansteiner
Jacqueline Mars

Russell McKelway and Laura Dabinett
Emily Ristau

Michael and Wendy Smith
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Andrew and Barbara Ferrari

David and Marilyn Pickett Sk
Matthew Sheedy and Vicki Bendure 3
Mary and Lynn Tedrow e
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Bethann Beeman

Heidi and John Lesinski

Andrew T C Stifler and Nicole Perry
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Bruce and Debbie Anderson
Mark H. and Therese S. Merrill

AMERICAN KESTRAL

Chris and Laurie Ambrose

David and Marti Bryant

Mr. Jonathon Colburn and Dr. Clare Staveley
The Dressel Family Foundation

Greg and Candy Fazakerley

Mr. Terrence Giroux and Mrs. Barbara Keebler
Linda Lorber

Patricia McCann

CEDAR WAXWING
Richard and Sarah Bell
Harry and llona Benham
The Bradfield Family
Trish Carter

Marci and Mark Cerasi
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JoAnne and Kevin Culbert

Steven Dahllof and Thomas Foster
Janet Hensley and Peter Coppolino
Ron and Linda King

Michael and Elizabeth McGettigan
Rob and Kathie Menuet

Paul H. Nichols

Jessie and Dan Pickard

Cheryl and Rick Reynolds

Heather Shank-Givens and Brian Andrews
Norman and Patsy Smith

Jean and Patrick Stafford

Ronald Wallos

CORPORATE SPONSORS
REDBUD

ExxonMobil Foundation
Valley Health

PAW PAW

BOWA

Meadow Branch Animal Hospital

Perry Engineering Company, Inc.

Route 11 Potato Chips

Summit Events Co

United Capital Financial Advisors, Winchester
and Julia Connell, CFP(r), MSFP,
Managing Director

Verns Plumbing

BAR SPONSOR
Roofsimple, Inc.

SYCAMORE

Aders Insurance Agency Inc.

Bank of Clarke County Foundation
CSM Accounting Associates

Navy Federal Credit Union

Slater Run Vineyards

DONORS
Alix Badley, LVT
Zohar and Lisa Ben-Dov

Benjah Photography, Ben White

Calvin and Joan Coolidge

Nancy Dove

Brian and Nikki Ferrell

Cab and Susan Grayson

Carolyn Griffin

Jeff and Celie Harris

Sigrid Hepp-Dax

Kim James - Six Star Events

Gregg Johns

Kencredible: Photography by Ken Penn
Aliena M. Laws

Anne and Billy Macintosh

Jacqueline Mars

Rebecca McCoy

Katherine McLeod

Sally O McVeigh

Catherine “Bundles” Murdock

Janet Simpson

Lewis Wiley

The Museum of the Shenandoah Valley

AUCTION DONORS lara Lacher
Ellen Aders Jeff LeHew
Kent Allen Tamara Lewis

Brian Andrews

Miriam Anver Linda Lorber

Jack Armstrong Lena Lundh
Jonathan Bailey Osborne Mackie
H. Baker Jacqueline Mars

Stephanie Bates
Bethann Beeman

Andrea McGimsey
Russ McKelway

Vicki Bendure Lisa Merz
KatherineBerger Julie Mikset
Ashton Bohince Robert Monk

Paul Nichols
Debra Norman
Michael Oak

Michael Bombar
Shelby Bonnie
Annie Bradfield
Maile Bradfield
David Bryant
Melanie Burch
Marci Cersai
Teresa Condon

Mark Ohrstrom
Chris Patusky

Marilyn Pickett

Peter Coppolino Jack Potter
Jerome Cramer Thomas Potts
Dallas Croft Rick Reynolds

Pat Robinson
Laurel Rodgers

Rod DeArment
Allyson DeGrassi

The Dressel Family Alice Rogoff
Regan Duncan Chris Rucker
Andy Ferrari Matt Sheedy
Betty Fincham Tom Slater

Erin Fletcher Mike Smith
Sally Fletcher Wendy Smith
Cleo Gewirz Polly Spencer
Michael Gewirz Richard Spencer
Reggie Givens Allison Springer
Lisa Goshen Jean Stafford
Cab Grayson Bill Steibel
Mary Ann Gworek Sarah Stern
Elinor Hamer-Crane Andrew Stifler
Tim Harvey Mary Tedrow

Patti Thomas
Jim Thompson
Lindsey Toth

Janet Hensley
Ann Hitchcock Peterson
Steve Hughes

Cindy Jefferies Laurie Volk
Franny Kansteiner Ed Wellock
Erika Kelbe Karyn Wilson
Craig Kelly Mary Wilson
Leslie Kopp Sherry Wise

Fran Kysela

AUCTION ITEM DONORS

Gillian Greenfield

Audley Farm

The Polished Foxx

Bob Oller Fine Arts

Omni Homestead

Cindy Mack

Salamander Middleburg

Virginia Outdoor Center

Colonial Williamsburg=
Foundation

Fabienne Lips-Dumas

George Ohrstrom, Il

Kristiane Pellegrino

Beatrice and Adelbert
von Gontard
Dr. lara Lascher
BRWC Staff
Trish Carter
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Rehab Corner

Windows - A Clear Threat To Birds

Every year, it’s estimated that over one
billion birds are killed by window collisions,
both by glass on high-rise buildings in cit-
ies and urban spaces, but also by those on
residential homes and businesses.

Window strikes are a serious emergency
medical situation, often causing concus-
sions, internal bleeding, difficulty breathing,
eye injuries, and broken bones if the colli-
sion doesn’t kill the bird outright. Window
strikes often leave birds “stunned” on the
ground, leaving them susceptible to preda-
tion or other issues.

Each year we see an increasing number
of window strikes, hopefully due more to
the increasing awareness of how important
it is to get these birds immediate care and
heightened monitoring of window strikes
around homes and urban areas. We see
these numbers increase dramatically during
spring and fall migration, as more birds are
on the move, and primarily at night, when
lights reflecting off of glass can disorient
birds.

This fall migration we saw a variety of
bird species that we don’t often see during
other portions of the year, such as Rose-
breasted Grosbeaks, Bay-breasted Warblers,
Cape May Warblers, a Blue-headed Vireo,

a Blackpoll Warbler, multiple thrushes, and
even a Broad-winged Hawk! Bay-breasted Warbler.

Make Your Windows Bird-Safe

Help migrating birds and birds year-round by making your windows bird-safe! Birds
hit windows because they reflect the sky and trees on the OUTSIDE of the windows, NOT
the inside. You must break up the outside reflection by placing stickers, decals, tape,
or other mediums (glass paint, screening, etc.) on the outside of the windows, with no
more than 2" between decals/designs so birds don't attempt to fly "between" them.
Stopping birds from hitting windows is the best way to give these birds the best chance
to survive, and prevent them from needing care to begin with!

If you happen to find a bird that has struck a window, contain that bird IMMEDIATELY
and get them to a rehabilitator as soon as possible! Do NOT attempt to release the bird,
even if they seem to “recover” after a short period of time —many injuries get worse
hours/days after the strike, and require treatment to manage these issues and give
them the best chance at surviving!

/- =

P i

Broad-winged Hawk.
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It's Turtles All The Way Down!

It has been a WILD ride for turtle intakes
this fall season. In just a 30-day period
between September and early October, 71
of the 346 animals brought in to us for care
were Woodland Box Turtles. That's 21%
of our intakes in that time. If taken into
account all reptile species during that time,
that number jumps to 28%—over 1/4 of all
the patients we admitted over those 30 days.

Reptiles normally only account for about
12-13% of our annual intakes. Turtle intakes
tend to slow a bit in late September/early
October, but instead we saw these intakes
INCREASE.. Overall, we've taken in over
100 more turtles so far this year compared
to all of last year.

Despite it being past the release cut-off for
reptiles in Virginia, the unseasonably warm
temperatures are finding more and more
reptiles out later and later, putting them
at continued risk for vehicle strikes, lawn
mower injuries, domestic animal attacks,
and illness.

Our native box turtles can live long lives,
averaging 50-60 years old, but can get to
100 or more. A lot can change in a turtle's
lifetime. Many will find their natural ter-
ritory slowly fragmented by highways and
new construction, putting them at greater
risk of being injured. Less than 1% of baby

Woodland Box Turtle overwintering at the Center.

box turtles make it to breeding age,
so every breeding adult turtle matters
when it comes to repairing them and
getting them back out into the wild to
continue contributing to their species.
Over the last 100 years, it's esti-
mated that box turtle populations have
declined by 32% in Virginia alone, with
noticeable declines in other areas of
their range as well.

Our turtle caging availability is very near capacity—every cage on this wall is full, yet this is just
one of three rooms used to house turtles.

How can you
help box turtles?

« Keep your eye out during the warm
and wet months for "rocks" in road-
ways, and if uninjured, help them
across in the direction they're headed.
 Never move a turtle to a "better"
location, as this can spread lethal
diseases and cause entire populations
to get sick.

* Turtles will attempt to return to their
home territory, often resulting in even
MORE roadway crossings or other
dangerous encounters.

« Lift riding mowers and other machin-
ery to 8" or higher when mowing to
help spare turtles and other wildlife
from injuries.

- NEVER take a wild box turtle out of
the wild to become a pet—not only is
it illegal in Virginia to do so, but it re-
moves much-needed biodiversity from
an already struggling population.

If you find an injured turtle (or any
wild animal), make note of the EXACT
found location, and get that turtle
to your nearest wildlife rehabilita-
tor ASAP! The sooner injuries can be
treated, the more likely it is that those
treatments will be successful at giving
our long-lived reptile friends a second
chance at a wild life!
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Glue-trap Barred Owl

=

While we normally see small animals,
such as snakes, mice, bats, and songbirds
stuck to glue traps, this Barred Owl was yet
another victim to the cruelty of glue traps
after they were trying to take advantage
of what they assumed was a free meal - an
also-trapped Norway Rat.

On intake, this bird was dehydrated and
thin. With careful restraint, we were able
to remove the glue board, but many of
the feathers on the left wing and tail were
damaged from the adhesive. Thankfully
with sedation and many baths to remove
the rest of the adhesive, the majority of this
bird’s feathers were able to be saved.

Owils rely on perfect feather structure
to be successful hunters in the wild. The
leading edges of their flight feathers have
comb-like structures, breaking up tur-
bulence and providing them with "silent
flight" that allows them to quietly swoop
in on their prey. If these feather structures
are compromised, so is their ability to hunt
successfully.

Please, do NOT use glue traps and reach
out to your representative in support of
legislation that bans these traps (Glue Trap
Prohibition Act of 2024)! Not only are they
inhumane and cause incredible suffering
to both intended and unintended animals,
but these traps do NOT solve your "pest"
issue. There are many humane exclusion
techniques and changes that can be made
to encourage wildlife away or out of areas
without lethal means.

If you have an issue with wildlife, call the
Center or your closest rehabilitator and we
can humanely help you with your unique
situation.

F "r

Barred owl with damaged feathers on wing and tail.

Endangered Patient Alert: Tricolored Bat

This may look like your average bat,
but this little guy is a state endangered
Tricolored Bat!

Thankfully this bat just needed a quick
examination and flight test after being
seen not flying on the ground. While
sometimes this can be an indication of
injury or something wrong, this bat was
alert and capable of perfect flight, and was
sent back out on his way to hopefully con-
tinue contributing to his population!

In Virginia, the population of Tricolored
bats has declined by over 90% due to
White Nose Syndrome, an illness caused
by the invasive White Nose fungus that
has been wreaking havoc through winter-
ing bat hibernaculums in caves through-
out the country. This fungus grows on
bats while they hibernate, eventually
waking them up in the winter where there
is no food, leading to starvation. Rehabili-
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tating and saving these bats is crucial, as
every individual matters. We're glad that,
with your support, we were available to
make sure this bat was doing well and was
able to be safely released home!
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Cancer Diagnosis in a Eastern Ratsnake Patient

Hooked Snapping Turtle Gets Surgery

This adult snapping turtle came to us
from Stafford, VA with fishing line hang-
ing from the mouth. X-rays confirmed
that he had swallowed two hooks—one
that was attached to the visible line and
another further in the stomach.

Fortunately, this patient was medically
stable and we were able to do surgery
quickly to remove those hooks.

Hooks don’t disintegrate in the stom-
ach. If the turtle is lucky, the hook will
embed in the stomach wall and form an
abscess around it, which can wall off in-
fection well in some cases. In many other
cases, the hook will puncture through
the gastrointestinal tract, contaminating
the coelom (body cavity) or damaging
nearby organs. The lower hook seen on
the radiographs here had only a layer of
stomach lining between the hook and the
patient’s heart.

If you accidentally hook a turtle while
fishing, do not release that individual. Cut
the line with plenty to spare (ideally leav-
ing 2 feet or more of line hanging from
the mouth) and contain the turtle in a box
or bin and get them to your nearest turtle
rehabilitator.

If your line gets caught in a river or
lake, or if you are outdoors and see aban-
doned hooks, lures, or line, please make

This Eastern Ratsnake came to us as
a transfer from another rehabber after
spending about a month in their care.

He had initially been hit by a lawn mower
and sustained some scrapes along the
body as well as a lesion near the right eye
that wasn’t healing like the other injuries.
This snake also had a mild but persistent
head tilt.

After just two weeks in care, the lesion
near the right eye had grown from slightly
raised to a rounded mass with a nearly
one-centimeter diameter. Given the rapid
growth, our veterinary team took a biopsy
of this mass for testing and unfortunately,
this was identified as a soft tissue sarcoma,
a type of cancer.

Given the invasive nature of this type

every effort to retrieve it and dispose of
it properly to prevent injuries to turtles,
birds, and other wildlife.

This turtle is recovering well, but as it’s
after October 1st (the last day of the year
we can legally release reptiles in Virginia),
this patient will spend the winter with us
at the Center. We hope for a full recovery
with release next spring!

of cancer, as well as the location where
it was already causing problems, further
excision of the mass would not be
curative and the decision was made to
euthanize.

Although we're sad this patient
couldn’t be treated and released, we're
glad that an accurate diagnosis could be
made and are honored that we were able
to prevent future suffering. We realize
many people are often disappointed by
such outcomes, but this was a much hap-
pier ending for the snake than he would
have had in the wild, and we’re grateful
for the finders and the amazing network
of Virginia rehabilitators who work hard
to give our wildlife a second chance!

THE RIDGELINE | ISSUE 62 | SUMMER 2024

13



WILDLIFE EDUCATION

New Education Ambassadors

This year, we have been fortunate enough to welcome three new ambassadors to our Education Team.

Muffin, the Virginia Opossum

Muffin is an adult female Virginia
opossum brought to BRWC in late spring
of this year after being illegally kept as
a pet. It is unclear how young she was
initially when she was kept; however, we
know she is about a year old. She is very
personable and easy-going, and due to her
age, habituation to humans, and docile
temperament, she made for an excellent
ambassador candidate. Even though Muf-
fin is mild-mannered, she is able to engage
with her natural instincts through species-
appropriate enrichment activities. Every
day that Muffin is with BRWC we are able
to see more of her unique traits coming
through. Like many opossums, she loves
to sleep, but she can also be very playful
and enjoys engaging in chase.

Aster, the Virginia Opossum

Aster is a young female Virginia opos-
sum born in March 2024. She was unfor-
tunately also kept illegally by a civilian.
Aster was carried into their house by
their dog as a small juvenile, and while
kept inappropriately for an extended pe-
riod of time, she became completely ha-
bituated to people. It is during that criti-
cal period of the first few months that
juvenile opossums learn their natural
behaviors from their moms. Due to her
habituation and lack of survival skills,
Aster became an ambassador. Aster has
added some spunk to our ambassador
team! She is very active to the extent that
she has her own cat wheel. She is always
bustling with activity day or night.

Thank You, Vega! (2019-2024)

This past October we said goodbye to a dear friend and amazing ambassador for her spe-
cies, Vega the turkey vulture. Vega was admitted to BRWC as a patient in January 2019. She was
found down on the side of the road, and upon examination Vega had a right-wing fracture,
head trauma, lead poisoning, and over 14 lead pellets throughout her body. Lead poisoning
is, unfortunately, very common in many of the vultures and other scavenging species we see.
Over 80% of the vultures, eagles, and Virginia opossums we treat have elevated blood lead
levels from consuming meat that contains fragments of lead ammunition or fish contain-
ing lead sinkers. A pellet in her brain stem prevented her from blinking and ultimately, her

Bramble, the Great-horned Owl

Bramble is a male great-horned owl.
He was found after falling out of his nest
from over 150 feet up during a blizzard in
March, and was then kept for a few weeks
by the property owners before he was
eventually taken to a raptor rehabilita-
tion center near Chicago, IL. They tried
unsuccessfully to renest Bramble, as well
as introduce him to other great-horned
owletes, but unfortunately, the damage
was done and he had become imprinted
on people. Through facility cooperation,
BRWC was able to have Bramble trans-
ferred to our facility after he was deemed
non-releasable. He is working on his
fundamental training and is on his way to
becoming a great ambassador!

right eye required removal. Vega was an excellent ambassador for not only other turkey vultures but all scavenging species
impacted by lead. She was deemed non-releasable due to her injuries and became an education ambassador with one of our
volunteers and permitted exhibitor, Heather Shank-Givens. While Vega was not an ambassador with BRWC, she has been a
wonderful addition during many of our events. She was featured at Wildfest 2023, our Vulture Awareness Day program, and
was the cover of The Ridgeline #56. She was a gentle bird and a great ambassador for her species. Vega reached over 6,000
people during her time as an ambassador. She will be missed greatly by every life she touched.
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WILDLIFE EDUCATION

Fall Education Events

We hosted two great educational events
in October: Wildfest and Trick-or-Treat
with the Ambassadors! Wildfest is our
largest annual educational event, where we
hold programs with our ambassadors and
invite other ecological-based organiza-
tions and vendors to table. This year, we
had a whopping 20 vendors, and Wildfest
had over 365 guests! It was also the first
Wildfest in which Aster and Muffin par-
ticipated. These two new opossums were
also some of the featured ambassadors for

This year's Trick-or-Treat with the
ambassadors was scarily fun. Several

ambassadors had stations set up through-

our Halloween event. out the Wildlife Walk that included a brief

educational activity and a species-themed
candy. Muffin and Aster for example
hosted the opossum baby obstacle course;

trick-or-treaters had “baby opossums”
taped to them and had to maneuver a
small obstacle course without losing
them—something mother opossums
must do 24/7 when they have joeys in the
pouch! We had about 55 trick-or-treaters
and hosted approximately 125 guests in
total. A special thanks to everyone who
attended these events!

ABOUT BRWIC e

Address: 106 Island Farm Lane, Boyce, Virginia 22620
Wildlife Hotline: (540) 837-9000

E-mail: info@blueridgewildlifectr.org

Web: blueridgewildlifectr.org

BRWC protects and conserves native wildlife by
integrating veterinary medicine, rehabilitation,
public education, professional training, and research.

BRWC is a 501(c)3 organization (EIN 54-1996991) and relies on
private donations exclusively. Wildlife

Centers may not receive payment to treat animals, nor do
they receive state or federal funding.

Contributions are tax-deductible.

BRWC is located on the Burwell-van Lennep
Foundation (BVLF) property in Boyce, Virginia.
The mission of the BVLF includes preserving the
diverse ecology of this land, protecting wildlife,
and environmental education. BVLF generously
provides the land to BRWC at no cost.
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Make a Difference this Giving Season

Giving Tuesday is December 3rd!

As the year draws to a close, we're reminded of the
incredible impact our community has had on the
lives of countless wild animals in need. With your
support, we've been able to rehabilitate and release
thousands of patients, strengthen our educational
outreach, and grow our conservation efforts.

This Giving Tuesday, on December 3rd, we invite
you to join us in making an even bigger impact.

A gift of any size goes a long way in helping us meet
the increased demand for our services and prepare
for the year ahead.

Every donation is a step toward a brighter, more
sustainable future for our local wildlife. Thank you
for being a vital part of our community—we couldn’t

do it without you! G I W I N G
TUESDAY

TAIL END



