
Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.

Witchlings

by Claribel Ortega

          AR Reading Level: 5.6                           Lexile Level: 800

I want to read this book:   YES / NO

Here is a little background information about our First
Chapter Friday title and its creator. Feel free to add
your own notes and thoughts in the bottom box. 
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Name Date

Every year, in the magical town of
Ravenskill, Witchlings who participate in the
Black Moon Ceremony are placed into
covens and come into their powers as full-
fledged witches. And twelve-year-old Seven
Salazar can't wait to be placed in the most
powerful coven with her best friend! But on
the night of the ceremony, in front of the
entire town, Seven isn't placed in one of
the five covens. She's a Spare! Spare
covens have fewer witches, are less
powerful, and are looked down on by
everyone. Even worse, when Seven and the
other two Spares perform the magic circle
to seal their coven and cement themselves
as sisters, it doesn't work! They're stuck
as Witchlings―and will never be able to
perform powerful magic. Seven invokes her
only option: the impossible task. The three
Spares will be assigned an impossible task: If
they work together and succeed at it, their
coven will be sealed and they'll gain their
full powers. If they fail... Well, the last
coven to make the attempt ended up being
turned into toads. Forever. But maybe
friendship can be the most powerful magic
of all…

Who Wrote It?What's It About?

WHAT I THINK

Read Aloud Video

New York Times Bestselling and award-
winning author, Claribel A. Ortega is a
former reporter who writes middle-
grade and young adult fantasy inspired
by her Dominican heritage. When she's
not busy turning her obsession with pop
culture, magic, and video games into
books, she’s co-hosting her podcast Bad
Author Book Club. Claribel is also a
Marvel contributor!  Claribel’s NYT
Bestselling debut middle grade novel
Ghost Squad is being made into a
feature film. Witchlings (Scholastic) was
an Instant NYT and #1 Indie Bestseller.
Her graphic novel Frizzy with Rose
Bousamra was winner of the 2023 Pura
Belpré Award for Children's Literature.

You can learn
more about
Claribel and her
work at
www.claribelorteg
a.com. Claribel
lives in New York. 

Include
s 

Author
 

Interv
iew!



preview &preview &PredictPredict

www.wordnerdcollaborative.com

Look at the objects featured on the YouTube thumbnail 

and book cover and then make a few predictions. 

I predict this story will be about...

Read Aloud Video


