
Use this graphic organizer with the First Chapter Friday videos on YouTube from the Word Nerd.

AR Reading Level: 4.5        Lexile Level: 640L 

I want to read this book:   YES / NO

Here is a little background information about our First Chapter
Friday title and its creator. Feel free to add your own notes and

thoughts in the bottom box. 
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Name Date

Mia Tang has a lot of secrets. Number
1: She lives in a motel, not a big house.
Every day, while her immigrant parents
clean the rooms, ten-year-old Mia
manages the front desk of the
Calivista Motel and tends to its
guests. Number 2: Her parents hide
immigrants. And if the mean motel
owner, Mr. Yao, finds out they've been
letting them stay in the empty rooms
for free, the Tangs will be doomed.
Number 3: She wants to be a writer.
But how can she when her mom thinks
she should stick to math because
English is not her first language?It will
take all of Mia's courage, kindness, and
hard work to get through this year.
Will she be able to hold on to her job,
help the immigrants and guests, escape
Mr. Yao, and go for her dreams?

This book won the Asian / Pacific
American Award for Children's
Literature in 2019. 

Who Wrote It?What's It About?

Kelly immigrated to America when she was
6 years old and grew up in Southern
California, where she and her parents
worked in three different motels. She
eventually left the motels and went to
college at the age of 13 and law school at
the age of 17. She is a graduate of UC
Berkeley, where she majored in Political
Science, and Harvard Law School. After
law school, she gave up law to pursue her
passion of writing and teaching children
writing. She is the founder of The Kelly
Yang Project (kellyyang.edu.hk), a leading
writing and debating program for kids in
Asia.  Before turning to fiction and
writing novels, she was a columnist for the
South China Morning Post for many years.

WHAT I THINK

Front Desk

by Kelly Yang

She has three
children and splits
her time between
Hong Kong and San
Francisco,
California. You
can learn more
about Kelly on her
website.
www.kellyyang.com

Read Aloud Video


